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England's assumed supremacy in landscape 
painting will’be challenged toy a new exhi- 
hftfoti of Ruben^NtaflMcfiregOr, fflrectnr of 

“The whole view of En#and cornea out 


Rubens's viewgof Handers' landscape," ha 

said. "What wethlnkof asa highly English 
germs was fn fijjpt International. 

‘Qabms'S jHpiiig ctf his country- house 


mma HUmNJ MJUIIUJN 

(nbove^pwas one" of two paintings 


Rubens which inspired Constable's T7» Hsay- 
Wain. Hie similarities are enormous, 0 he 
added. Last night the Flemish Minister 
Culture, who was enraptured with the 
hAidon,- presented tfto^Jational gallery v. 
£100,000 to devote one of its soon toll 


refurbished rooms to Hemish art - ai un- 
precedented event tor the London gallery. 
Rubens's Landscapes Is part of the se- 
es Making and Meaning, sponsored by Esso 
.3%th»=Nadonfli^Gafleiy% Satasbury Wing, 
19 January ±997. 


Colin Brown 

£^iief Political Correspondent 


The Government was warned it 
^ would defeated if it fails to de- 
■ liver a total ban on the private 
ownership of handguns today 
- in the face of public demands 
~ for action and the real threat of 
- ; being outflanked by Labour af- 
ter the DunWahe massacre. 

- Ministers axe b&ieved to be 
preparing a compute ban on all 
semi-automatic weapons of the 
type used at Dunblane, going 
’.Wither than the Cullen report 
iti$er the murders of 16 chQaren. 
’ teacher, to head off the 
ds for tougher action- 
action was agreed by a 




m 


k'-'.i 


- Cabinetoommittee chaired by 
John Major and the details will 
be announced in statements by 
the Home Secretary, Michael 
Howard, and Michael Forsyth, 
Secretary of Stale for Scot- 
land. It could allow 22 calibre 
weapons in gun clubs but ban 
most other handguns. 

A cross-party Commons mo- 
tion, signed by two Ibry MPs, 
Hugh Dykes and Robert Hugh-, 
es, was tabled to bolster those' 
in the Government including 
Mr Forsyth oalting for a com- 
plex ban on all handguns, with 
: the threat that it could be de- 
feated if it bows to the pressure . 

' from the gun lobby/ . 

The -motion called for “im- 


mediate legislation to raise 
handguns to-fhe status of pro- 
hibited weapons whose use win 
be restricted to those who can 
demonstrate a professional 
need such, as the. military and 
the police".- - 

Mr Dykei^MP for Harrow _ 


majority injheHonse fbreom- 
plete pTOhiS^*Apartiar&an 
would cre^.- ifleepho Ja^toe 
warned. -.V- v ' • V.‘ - A'- 
“That is the-r^sally sid(<®ak- 
ing consequence of tibas matter. 
It is an unriinUed opportunity ) 
for us in Britain to get away 
from The American gun culture 
which is beginning to take root 
in this countxy." . 


- Labour moved last night to 
toughen its policy anjd threaten 
a total ban on all h andguns: In 
May, Labour said it favoured a 
ban with the exception of the! 22 . 
OlynroiocaJibre pistols Jaut 
Tbny Blair agreed a change of 
policy in a meeting at West- 
piinrter jwth Jack Straw, the 
#adbw' Home Secretary, and 
srtson, shade 


summer when it was disclosed 


that sjx Toiy members of the 
ins Select Committee 


Rbbertson, shadow 

j' secretary.- .. . 

.. J Sources at Westrninstehsaid 
ffie pmcer movement on the 
Cabinet could 'lead to a 


Commons 

on Home Affairs had refused to 
back a total ban. 

The Prime Minister and Mr 
Iforsyth have been mewed by the 
tragedy at Dunblane to back a 
ban era handguns. It was ex- 
pected that Lord Cullen wonld 
recommend, a total ban on. 
■handgims in private hands but 


tougher-thari-expected re- 
sponse to the report by Lord 
Cullen. . v 

The Government faced a 
powerful backlash in the 


guns in gun clubs providing 
igid security, 


there was more rigi 

including metal detectors, and 
tighter restrictions on licensing 
club members. 

Ministers had a long and 
difficult meetingyesterday and 


there were differences of opin- 
ion aver the practicalities of 
banning handjpms, but White- 
hall sources said last night that 
they had emerged in full agree- 
ment at the action to be taken. 
“The statement will be defini- 
tive and h will be dear. They are 
confident they can cany col- 
leagues and the country with 
them,” said a source. 

Legislation to implement the 
ban on handguns will be intro- 
duced in the 'Queen’s Speech 
next week. Lord Cullen was said 
to have taken a pragmatic ap- 
proach, and has been careful to 
highlight the difficulties in 
defining handguns to be 
banned. 
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tree of spontaneous public emotion 
□pi across normally placid Belgium 
rferdav after the sacking of the cru- 

sadmejuBge who fed the inquiry mfo the 

country's child sex and murder scandals. 
Has triggered strikes in dries and towns 
throughout the country, protests angn- 
jy directed at the state, itself. 

- _ The government insisted that the re- 
nnwai ofJudge Jean-Marc Conncrotte, 

. a-nation.il hero ^ 
team rescued two children from child ; 
rapist Mare Dutroux’s cellar m August, 
wSTawdcflect the inquin^ . 

But it seems to have been the last- 

• straw for a 

Dultouxcase and whose confidencem 

the institutions that govern 

been jittered tw it and a senes of cor- 

isseaf-isssSS 

* ” transport came ton halt. Seven 
\Mttfwvaoen ulant 


in there, some in tears, other vowing to 
go on hunger strike. “He was the only 
person we misted. The workers ; have ; no 
confidence in anyone else," said union 

- - TlAilnm A* UrflA 


imuuuvu iu ’“-i . — 

representative Hedwin.De Oercq wiio 


u the march: . . 

Firemen in Charleroi, the birthplace 
of Dulrpux, turned their water cannon 
on the city's court building to “clean up 
the judiciary". ~ ; - - 

In nearby Liege, the fire brigade 
-sounded the sirens of -their engines m 
frontof the cit/sconrtsahdliundnMS 
: of work colleagues of Giflo Russo, ®- 
ther of one of Dutromfsei^it-year-ola 
wfim^ walked off the factory floor. Bus 
drivers througjbc^t.WhUon^Bel^ums 
French spealdng.rc^on. aban^ned 
theirvehides in ihe streets. In Thitch- 
'speaking Flanders, siipportersof Judge 

Conherotte staged a sit-in on the steps . 
of the Antwerp law courts. 

. Cbnnerotte, lmownaffMtionat^as 

*Te petit juge to was held by. me. ; High 
Court on Monday to have ccmpraraised 
’ his inuwrtiality when he atte nded a - 
fundraraing event engan^d a support 

^upforvictimsofc±ildsexabi^Hc 

™targeted bV lawyers' defendmg 

olintnnronlinl 


Fnej de Justice, me y — — 

of tkc iwficiaiy in the centre oft®*?* 

demonstrators staged a st- 


p^arouxafter b mng^ b^grep hgd eat - 


tand accepting 


a gmall gift. 



on conduct 


joliir Reotoul 

Political Correspondent 


David WiDetts, a Treasury minister, 
fac^ an emergency debate m the Com- 
mons today oh allegations that he tried 
to influence a sdecfconunittee inquiry 
into the ca&h-for-^uestions scandal. 

: - Betty Boothrc^L the Speaker, yes- 
terday announced that the allegations 
were serious enough to^ warrant discus- . 
sxonon the flbor of the House. MBs are 
expected to agree in a short debate to 
ah investigation by the Standards and 
Privileges Committee. 

Just before the Speaker’s surprise. 


Smith. According to a note obtained by 
The Guardian in the preparation of its 
defence against a now-abandoned libel 
action brought by Neil HamStoii, the for- 
mer trade minister, Mr Willetts floated 
the possibility of “exploiting the good 
Tbiy majority” on the committee to en- 
sure the issue was dealt with as quick- 
ly as possible. 

Or, it was apparently suggested, the 
committee could decide to defer any in- 


forced craki the defensive over the al- 
legations by Paddy Ashdown, the lib- 
eral Democrat leader, who demanded: 
“Is it right for die Government to seek 
to interfere- in or manipulate the out- 
come of a select committee of Parlia- 
ment?** John Major replied: "There is 
nobody in this House more concerned 
than J -am that the matter should be 
pr operl y investigated." 

Mr WiDetts, the Paymaster General, 


mg down the cash-for-questions ; _ 

with the ebainnanof the committee in- 

vestigaring them, Sfr .Geoffiey Johnton- 


mg uoel action - which is what the 
' committee’s Tbiy majority decided. 

Mr WiDetts has said the oote has been 
■' taken out of context, and last night is- 
sued a statement welcoming Ms 
■Boothrqyd’s decision. She told the 
Commons that Andrew Miller, Labour 
MP for Ellesmere Port and Neston, had 
written to her about allegations that “im- 
proper pressure was brought to bear on 
the Select Committee on Members' In- 
terests in 1994". 

A motion was being drafted last 
nigh t by Mr Miller - a loyal Labour back- 
bencher acting in concert with the 
whips office. The morion is likely sim- 
ply to Suggest that Mr Willetts has a case 
to answer, and-that the issue should be 
referred to the Standards Committee. 

- Andrew Mar^ page 17 
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Hussein returns 

King Hussein, with Yasser 
Arafat, returned to the West 
Bank for the first time since the 
Jordanian army was defeated by 
Israel in 1967. Page 11 


Murdoch’s weapon 

Media znogul Rupert Murdoch 
is planning to use sport as a 
“banering ram" for the expan- 
sion of his global pay television 
network. “ — '*® 
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BSE fear for 
millions of 
British pets 


Anthony Bevins 

Political Editor 


A change in government poli- 
cy suggests that millions ot 
British domestic cats are being 
fed BSE-contaminated food. 
A minister has announced a bon 
on alt production of pel food in 


any building used for the man 
:oni 


ufacture of livestock feed. 

Angela Browning, an agri- 
culture minister, has confirmed 
to the Cbmxncms in a written re- 
ply that mammalian meat and 
bone meal fMBM) - powdered 
residue from culled and ren- 
dered cattle - is used in pet 
food. But she has also told 
Martyn Jones; a microbiologist 
and Labour MP: “Because of 
our concerns that petfood con- 
taining MBM might present a 
posable risk of cross-contam- 
ination of livestock feed, new 
measures to prevent this were 
introduced on J August." 

“The Bovine Spongiform En- 
cephalopathy order 1996 now 
prohibts the production of this 
material [pet food containing 
MBM] on the same premises as 
livestock feed unless this lakes 
place in a separate building and 
there is no contact with equip- 
ment arvehides used in the pro- 
duction of livestock feed" 

Mr Jones said last night: 
“This is an astounding revela- 
tion.- This stuff is so risky that 
they are not even allowed to 
bury ft. Instead, they are getting 
rid of it by passing it on to pet- 
food manufacturers. 

“It is probably being used in 
every cat food, as a filler, duck, 
liver, tuna, you name iL The 
Government is quite clearly 
hying to get out of a hole by get- 
ting rid of it in this way " 

A Ministry of Agriculture 
spokesman said last night that 
there was no risk to household 
pets from MBM in petfood 
“because they are meal-eaters". 

But a Commons select com- 
mittee investigation into BSE 
was told in April that cats had 
tested positive for a form of 
spongiform encephalopathy. 



The committee was also told 
that while the high-rid? specified 
bovine material -such as spinal 
chord - would be incinerated, 
"sides of meat will be rendered 
into meat and bone meal which 
will then be disposed of, either 
by landfill or incineration." 
There was no mention of MBM 
being used in pel food. 

Mr Jones asked Mrs Brown- 
ing earlier this week how- much 
MBM from bovine sources was 
being used in pet food, and the 
minister told him that no figures 
were available. The spokesman 
said: “You will have to ask the 
manufacturers.” 

But the August ban on joint 
pet food and livestock feed 
manufacture also required "that 
all movements and use of MBM 
have to be recorded and ac- 
companied ty appropriate doc- 
umentation.” 

Mr Jones said be was dis- 
mayed by toe ministry response 
“They have claimed from day 
one of this BSE crisis that it was 
caused by meat and bone meaL 
We also know that cats can be 
infected. He added: “If toe risk 
is so great, why are they feed- 
ing it to our pets?” 
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When politics cdmes to push and shov& 


There is not normally a big 
turnout for Environment ques- 
tions. Why should there be? 
Normally all you get is Labour 
whingeing about bicycles, and 
Tory point-scoring about how 
the worst performing councils 
are all run by B1 air-people (as, 
of course, are the best, and the 



ones in the middle). 
But barely had ■ 


--- — the doors 

opened to admit thehoipoBoL, 
than MPs found themselves 
competing for scarce space all 
across the green baize. The av- 
erage bench in the Honse sits 
IS comfortably, 17 with a 
squeeze, and 18 in severe dis- 
comfort, But that disoomfort is 
not shared equally. These at the 
end of the row suffer dispro- 


DAVID 

A ARONOVITCH 


portionately, as those dose to 
Labour veteran, Peter Shore 
discovered yesterday. 

Mr Shore, like the regular 
customer of a down-at-heel 
neighbourhood trattoria . has a 
space which Luigi or Marco 
magicaBy manages to reserve for 
him, even should a coach party 
turn up unexpectedly. But yes- 


terday, Mr Shore's favourite 
aisle spot being occupied, be 
made use of the simple expedi- 
ent of sitting on the lap of the 
man who was sitting in it - David 
Winnidc Mr Winnick quickly re- 
alised that two elderly male 
members sharing the same seal 
was neither dignified, nor Gkety 
to reinforce the family values 
message, as delivered m South 
Africa by vlris leader. So he 
shoved the man next to him, in- 
. cheating that IF everyone were to 
move up equity, then all could 
have a seat {albeit a small one). 

So fris neighbour (Peter 
‘ Hardy, I- thaw) pushed the 
man to his right, and one of Mr. 
Wmnick’s buttocks ( try not to 
gay this too quickly) found a 


mooring in between Mr Shore 
and Mr Hardy. But, like a rear- 
shuntmgcar accident, the fur- 
ther away they were from Mr 
Winnick, the less the movement 
from his colleagues. By the 
time it reached GreviOe Janner, 
sitting in the centre of the row, 
all momentum had been lost. 

WhDe hfr Winnick scrunched 
himself into a space hardly 
sun than sis Inches across - his 
ungrounded buttock pushed 
up under bis shoulder - Mr Jan- 
ner stretched his legs wide 
apart, and snuggled into the np- 

^ S ^^CUltieS rrMegfoafing 
for New Labour morality could 
hardly be imagined. 


the showdownbetween the two 
leaders, whose contrasting 
backgrounds and styles are 
thought by the Conservatives to 
favour them in sonfe bizarre 1 



They were all there to witness 


engages yon m optraxtsoc con- * 
venation about Sport (be once - 
scored a half-centtim, the 
weather (usually good in his 
neck of the woods), the snores 
of . his electric prime! business,' 
the University afLife (winch be 
attended), and who would buy 
you a drink if be bad only man- 
aged to get to a cash dispenser 

in. time. You what? Ob, how . 
kind, nrine’s a GAT Thirsty 
work, this Prime-Ministering. 
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Top brass gather to watch Panzers beat a friendly retreat 



Troops from the 14th Panzer Division parading yesterday with tfreir scheBenbaum (a 7ft 

prepare to leave the British Army base. 'Allie$ under Nato, nearly; 85,000 German soldiers 
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Parole Board attacks Howard 


JASON BENNETTD 

Crime Correspondent 


The Pinole Board yesterday be- 
came the latest organisation to at- 
tack the Home Secretary's tough 
sentencing proposals which it 
argues will put the public at risk 
from dangerous criminals. 

In a strongly worded 
condemnation of Michael 
Howard’s plans for persistent 
criminals, the board said that 
the proposals made reoffending 
more Likely and would “preju- 
dice the safety of the public". 


The comments, which were 
published yesterday in the 
board’s annual report, follows 
widespread criticism from the 
judiciary, opposition groups, 
and perral reformers. 

Mr Howard is expected to 
publish a Bill in the next few 
weeks which proposes tougher 
sentencing on repeat offenders. 

The board is concerned about 
plans to abolish automatic release 
rar prisoners serving less than fom 
years after completing half their 
sentence and the removal of dis- 
cretionary parole for long term 


offenders. In future, prisoners 
would get 15 to 20 per cent de- 
ducted from their sentence only 
if they behave wefl. 

The board concludes: “Wfe be- 
lieve that the proposals will lead 
to an abandonment of [the] re- 
habilitation process, rep lairing 
[an effective] system with one 
which will be worse in almost 
every respect This wiD result in 
poorer protection for the pub- 
lic The board strongly believes 
that the Government wQl be 
making a serious, and potentially 
dangerous mistake" 




CHRISTOPHER BELLAMY 

Defence Correspondent 


A former SAS officer is taking 
over Britain's top military job 
next April, when Britain’s last 
Held Marshal retires. General 
Sir Charles Guthrie, head of the 
Army, will be Grief of De- 
fence Staff, Britain’s top ser- 
viceman, when Field Marshal 
Sir Peter Inge retires. 

His appointment after a pro- 
longed contest with the bead of 
the Navy, Admiral Sir Jock 
Slater, marks a striking victory 
for the Army over the Navy and 
RAF, which for much of recent 
history have been more glam- 
orous and seen as more crucial 
to British strategic priorities. 

The Ministry of Defence said 
it had not yet decided who will 
be the new head of the Army. 
General Sir Michael Rose, for- 
mer UN commander in Bosnia 
and also an SAS officer, is 
clearly in the running, but ser- 
vice sources yesterday said the 
less flamboyant General Sir 
Roger Wheeler, bead of UK 


Land Command, was more 
likely because he was “a safe 
pair of bands”. 

Sir Peter Inge took over the 
post of CDS in March 1994, af- 
ter the resignation of Marshal 
of the RAF, Sir PfcterHanfing, 
who was disgraced in a sex 
scandal. But unlike previous 
holders of Britain’s top military 


moted to “fiv&stari’ rank, i 
was abolished last summer. He 
will remain a general, though 
first among equals, a reflection 
of the shrinking of Britain’s 
armed forces. 

General Guthrie, 57, wiH be 
Britain’s senior service officer, 
in charge of the Navy, Army and 
RAF. live head of the Air 
Force, Air Grief Marshal Sir 
Michael Graydon, has spent 
longer in the job than normal, 
because of the early death of his 
predecessor. Air Chief Marshal 
Sir John Thompson. Sir Peter 
has also served ibr kmeer than 
expected, following Sir Peter 
Harding’s premature exft. 

General Guthrie joined the 


Evicted eco-villagers pledge 
to fight on for Guinness site 


iviiNica// 
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Protesters vowed yesterday to 
continue their environmental 
battle with the brewer Guinness 
overtire future of a derelict site 
in London, after being evicted 
from the plot in a dawn raid. 

About 50 protesters were 
removed from the “eco-vrUage” 
in Wandsworth, south-west 
London, after 12 haflifik broke 
down the barricades, pulled 
people off roof-tops and 
dragged them from trees as 
more than 100 police officers 
stood by. One woman was ques- 
tioned over an alleged assault 
and another environmental 


ing the site to ensure it was not 
occupied again. Several trees 
were chopped down to restrict 
access. 


But the campaign group in 
.The Land 


campaigner was taken to hos- 
pital with 


COMMUNICATIONS 


' Cans mad* ts numarfe pogara «ra EunN tv Dm M * » r by tha uconrf. M *Bp par mlmrta. Riyphona. motofla phorws. 
ptmieardi andfsr aOpr WliwU udn> | 


t pmiRng ratal and may ba aufajaot to lama k avaBablBty. 


pitai Witn a minor head injury 
sustained during his removal 
from a L5ft-high makeshift 
home. 

Security guards hired by 
Guinness were last night guard- 


charge of the potest, 
is Ours, said the battle to secure 
the 13-acre site beside the Riv- 
er Thames, nicknamed “Pure 
Genius" after the Guinness slo- 
gan, would continue to save it 
for community use or low-cost 
housing. 

George Monbiot, a group 
spokesman, said: “In many 
ways, we feel a sense of triumph,' 
the campaign has been a great 

success. It has been five-and-a- 
haff months since we moved on 
to the' land. We've also suc- 
ceeded in pushing a lot of issues 
ical agenda, such as 
fordable housing and the 
dereliction in our cities." 
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Welsh Guards in 1959, and the 
SAS in 1966, serving for four 
years in Aden, the Bmrian Guff, 
Malaysia and East Africa. After 
Staff College and service in 
Cyprus and London, he became 
commander of the Welsh ~ 
Guards in 1977, serving In 
Berlin and Northern Ireland. 

IBs service has followed a 
fairly conventional pattern, 
commanding 4th Armoured 
Brigade in Germany in the ear- 
ly 1980s and 1st British Corps 
in 1989-92, in the last stages of 
the Cold War. He was 
appointed Chief of General 
Staff on 15 March 1994. 

Navy sources last night said 


they were disappointed, and 
that they believed the Govern- 


ment underestimates the 
importance of the maritime - 
dimension of strategy. 

MoD sources said General 
Guthrie was selected on the ba- 
as of operational experience, 
leadership, “international acu- 
men" and “qualities of impar- 
tiality^ in dealing with matters 
affecting all three services. 


Tim campaigners resisted 
eviction for several hours after 
dimtaig cm top oftbe main 20ft, 
make-sniff structure in the cen- 
tre of the c amp , as well as on 
to a gantry leading to a disused 
jetty.The baflifife, enforcing a 
High Court writ, used cranes 
and ladders to reach them. 

The “ttXHvOlagers" set up 
home ihlMav. to protest at 
Guinness^ plans to develop 
the forme; dstiffeiy site into a 
Safeway Supermarket, with 
houses an d-ii vcrskie walk, and 

: eratingtS^.'-tne group 'said 

p lanning p mnissifi n Annlri not 

pe granted for the site. 

A' Guinness spokeswoman 
said the ‘'squatters" would hot 
change the company's plans to 
develop the ate if it was grant- 
ed planning permission. 


Care home 
abuse victims 
iirgedto 
crane forward 


Beef sates 
*never likely 
to make full 
recovery 5 



Aoatiocal appeal for children 
who were abused white in rare 
in North V«es was touched 

yesterday by the jtxBcial _ 

tribunal set tqj to nweWgMe 
the abuse. 


Beef consumption in Britain is 

x*ver Ekefy to return to levels 

prier to the breaking of the 
mad cow crisis on 20 March, 

Doughs Hoag, the Minster for 

— «. — -.I ■■■a—ilinr 



ormore’ 

abuse wul want to _ 
to the tribunal and 70 are al- 
ready understood to bare been 
m contact with lawyers prior. 

The tribunal ye^erday grant- 
ed a number of’ 


begin taking evidence in 

the new year and are expected 

to last for 12 months. Six for- 
mer pofice officers wfflhwe te- 
gal representation. asweB asa 
t ^m«r ofcaie winkers. 

SffltonaUWfethouse, 
tisirman o£ the judical tri- 
bund, only the fourth of its 
kind m 30 years, told aprefinti- 


matioa to contact the tribunal 

via the Sofidtor to tire Tribunal, 

PO Bck 13, Deeside, CH5 3ZR 
or ty tdesbomng 0830 32QS2L 
The tribunal wssset up by 
the Wfefab Secretary, Wiliam 
Hague, Sod its task indudes in- 


drenrn care in tire former 
county councff areas afGwyd 
and Gmnedt! sfoce 1971 It vriH 
abo tookat wirefoer agencies 


..^-Hogg^uflserqitcdudmis- 

skm at a trade hsndh was the 

xocae surprising as the beef in- 

dustry itself is “cautiously upti- 
mistK" that sales arc returning 
tonear-normaL ft wnsdi*- 
dosed on Monday that more 
than 300 schools m Ninth 
Ybrtete are putting beef back 
cm tire menu. 

Describing BSE as a “dark 
shadow" ewer the farming and 
food fadustiy, Mr HcfflinU 
the British Meat Manufactur- 
ers’ Association: "I cannot sty 
by how much, but I hdkw that 

there is tidy to be a perma- 
nent ttedme in beef eating as a 
result of what has happened.’* 
Beef assumption plummet- 
ed alter tite Bdraissxm of a pos- 
able Bnk between BSE and iix 

human equivalent, OD. but il 
is now back to within 15 per 

cent of normaLConsumers re- 
main shy particularly of cheap- 
er cuts, mmee and 
manufactured beef products. 

Stephen Goodwin 




. « 


dtikf rare could have prevent- 
ed abuse or detected a earficr. 


Missing girl 
found safe 


Retrial fir 
man accused 
dfrobbrng 


Afinaacial adviser accused < 
aafiag£L2mfromtireSalvft- 
ticBAnnyistofBcearetriaL 
A new heating was ordered 
yesterday after foe Southwark 
Grown Court jmy trying Stuart 
Fbtd, 45, cleared him cf two 
Of the23 counts of theft he 
[ "had originally faded, but faded 
to reach verdicts cm the 
remainder. 


A 10year-oWgM was being in- 
terviewed tyspedaDy trained 
police after disappearing for 48 
hours with her family's lodger. 

Ann-Marie Racfooumc was 

reunited whh b& mother Ali- 
son « their home in Paignton, 
Devon, after being spotted near 
Exeter yesterday with 51-year- 
cddPaul Husbands by two Mm- 
istry of Defence i 

r were wafting by Ac 
side or foe road about half a 
mfle from Devon and Cornwall 
Police headquarters. 

Mr Husbands was arrested 




Mr Rad, efRncUty, north 
London dimes all the charges 
kndsays'be'always acted m tire 
Salvation Army's best interests. 


on suspicion < 

Marie, and was beam ques- 
tiocred at Tbrquay police 
station. 

Ann-Marie, and Mr Hus- 
bands, who had been kx^i^ 
wt A tire family for two months, 
vanished afte r sa yi ng they were 
setting out for a coastal walk at 
1130am on Sunday. 


Anti-meat 

adverts 


criticised 


Albert Hall 
to stage 
‘Ckrmaf 




The \frgMarinti Sodely iscriti- 
daed to^ by the AAntisiig 
Standards AuAority ftrr an 
“alannKtanddeni^atoiy" 
campaign against nreaL 
One ct the advertisements 
showed the bad: view of a bull 
and carried the caption “If you 
eat burgers, here’s a couple of 
half poundes you xmgfrt recog- 


The Royal Albert HaD is to 
stage an arena production of 
Carmen nest February, the 
month when Eric Clapton usu- 
ally performs at the venue. 


-. -• \ 


ruse . 


foe boty, including testicles, 
fee* md tbe rectum, were fre- 
quently found in meat products 
mid that meat had been linked 
to a range of diseases. But Ae 
ASA,sakluseoftbeword“fre- 
quentiy" was not justified and 
there was no causal link be- 
tween meat and disease. 

- The second advertisement 
daimedvanousAu^,indud- 
ingOaeEnfcDd to cancen, were 
wxtefy used m rearing. The 
ASA ruled the advertisers had 
not shown tire drugs were 
“widely usetT or that tbeare was 
a causal imk with esmeer. 


Bqydiesin 

Mfram 


Gubbay and the Royal , 

HaD are mountin g a co-produc- 
tion of the opera, following 
their succesriiil La Baheme at 
the same venue last year. 

Eric Qapton is taking a 
taeak from his residency to go £ 
into the recording studio. * 

Carmen wfll be directed by 
Rank Dunlop who is currently 
c&edmg Cm Richard in a mu- 
sical veofon of Mattering 
Heights. 

Mr Gubbay said yestaday 
tint tire new Grnnen wiD be 
“enremelysexy" He also said 
it would be performed in Eng- 
lish, as the amount cC^potai 
dialogue made a lan- 

guage production unsmtaMe 
for an arena pn tfctmyc e in 
frcanofa4jO0Ostr6ngau(fr 

ence. Tickets prices wl be kept 

betow£4aBwaifliar 



ai\i is 


SolicitOTS 


schod window rejecf liw 


A 15-yearstid boy died of head 

injuries yesterday after felling 

from a thfrddloor.windowat 
his school in Ed ii A ui ^ lL 
Qaig McLennan, a second-, 
year ptqjfofeDfromti* window 
;an artdass at Currie 


Society split 

Sc^dtoafototfoei^ielmiiig^ 



Magjrmk, 

burghs education committee 
convenor said: *As far as we are 

aware it was a normal art 

The teacher went over to a 
cupboard to get something 
from h, there were some 
screams and the next thing the 
teacher knew the child was out 

the window. 'We don’t know the 
circumstances.” 


inquiries were continuing and & 
report would be sent to the 
procurator fiscal. 


apto- 
Society’s 

^ nmkm 

frtoctksss^ ‘ - .... 

The propds*l,fait»iotedbji 

Antiioey Bogan of Ac break- 

avwScfiatois' Association, 

was defatted ty 14^99 votes to 
29&per cant ctfthe 
& 
the 

,-ssidtftepro 
defeated 

election, ft foe _ _ 

meeting wd in tfbaDot of foe 
whole professiav “ff is time to 
draw a mre under this divisive 
andcostyttgunwiLV 
Patriaa mmrAniB 
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Story on Pergau dam affair upset 
proprietor’s plans for Asia channel 

CHRIS BUCKHURST 


Andrew NeU was dismissed as 
editor of the Sunday Times with 
because Rupert 
Murdoch, the owner, feared his 
Vision uuerests j n Asia 
would be damaged by the pa- 
pers allegations about the 
Mj^yaan Prime Minister, Ma- 
ns thir Moh amed. 

According to his autobioc- 
raphy, to be published this 
month, Mr Neil insisted on a 
golden parachute” agreemen t 
to pay him £lm to leave after 
Mr Murdoch became alarmed 
at repercussions for his media 
operations in the Rar Hast and 
South-East Asia. Mr Murdoch 
owns Star TV. the satellite rfiswy 
nel which is beamed into mil- 
lions of homes in India, rVmra 
and the booming tiger 
economies of South-East Asia 
from Hong Kong. 

Mr Neil was moved to front 
a new current-affairs show on 


Ra TV in the United States — 
doomed never to appear — af- 
ter recehring his pay-aft. 

According to the hoot, Min, 
isteis told Mr Nedl and. the 
Sunday lanes that a deal had 
been worked oul between Mr 
Murdoch ancTDr Mahathir un- . 
der which Mr NeiTs head was 
offered on a plate m return for 
the mafia tycoon being allowed 
to do business in Malaysia. 

Dr Mahathir complained di- 
rectly to Mr Murdod about the 
Sunday Times ’s rtaim about the 
Malaysian Prime Minister's 
business dealings. Mr Murdoch 
soothed him by saying Mr Neil 
was a "rogue editor” and would 
be sorted ouL- 

_ The newspaper chiefs over- 
riding concern wasthc faH-out 
for Star TV, hot only in 
Malaysia, which he regarded as 
an ideal target butin the rest of - 
the region. He also feared the 
Sunday Times may have start- 
ed investigating other 















Leeson boss 
‘deserved no 
big bonus’ 


economies and tbeir leaders. In- 
dia and China were two I»g Star 
TV markets. There was also the 
pressure from big British com- 
panies which had seen their 


■m 


trade destroyed by worsening 
relations with Malaysia, not 
only by the Sunday Times report 
but also by the parallel Pergau 
Dam affair. At the time, Mr 


Neil’s move was a surprise. He 
had always revelled in being ed- 
itor of the Sunday Times, but it 
appears Mr Murdoch became 
envious of the Knuriight he en- 


The boss of the jailed trader 
Nick Leeson, who was promised 
a £500,000 bonus hours before 
Barings collapsed, should in 
hindsight have been offered 
something minimal instead, the 
bank's deputy chairman said 
yesterday. 

Andrew Hickey is said to 
have promised Mary Walz the 
huge award 13 hours before 
news broke of the disaster 
which Leeson i caused in 
Singapore. 

Mr Tuckey told a tribunal 
that even if Leeson’s activities 
had been uncovered earlier, 
her bonus would have been 

“ minim al”. 

“In retrospect our assess- 
ment of the financial products 
group’s profits was way out,” he 
said. “Maiy Walz had failed to 
understand, along with others, 

what Nick Leeson was do ing. lf 
'we had detected Nick Leeson 
earlier she probably would have 
received a minimal bonus.” 

He added:” 1 did not know 
anything of the disaster that had 
overwhelmed Barii^s until mid- 


night that day.' 

Nicholas Underhill QC, for 
the bank, asked whether Ms 
Whiz would haVe received a 
bonus if the bank had known 
about Leeson’s disastrous loss- 
es on the day the bonus were 
handed out 



Al>ri<3ge to&.fer f«r 
the double-decken 


Mr Tuckey replied: “No. I 
would have cancelled an those 
conversations.” He admitted 
that he had praised Ms Wtiz 
and handed her a note inform- 
ing her of her £500,000 bonus, 
but claimed that it was only pro- 
visional. 

“1 handed over the paper 
bearing the words ‘Maiy Walz 

- 500,000*,” he said. “I was see- 
ing 40 other people over a pe- 
riod of two days. The slip of 
paper had no legal significance 

- it was just to make sure there 
were no mistakes. 

“I wrote the note just before 
she walked in, I did not say it 
was provisional because it 
seemed obvious. It was incon- 
ceivable that a director could 
not have been aware of this. 

“I told her she had had a fan- 
tastic year. The department 
had substantially outstripped 

any other area of the business 
fortheyoarin question. 

“The performance of the eq- 
uity group was^ very remarkable 
although other parts of the 
business were also profitable. Xt 
was the most exceptional part 
of the business.” " 

Mr Tuckey told the hearing 
that bonuses in Ms T^Iz’s de- 
partment had to be profit-re- 
lated to encourage success. 
“The profit of an individuahimt 
was not the only factor butSn 
the case of the financial prod- 
ucts groups this was a new 
business in a very competitive ■ 
market," he raid. : ' " 

Bonuses in her department 
were more reliant on profit . 
than any other within bank, 
“Profitability was by far and 
away the mod important as- 
pect,” Mr Hickey .said. 

Ms Wslz claims the £500,000 
bonus under the TOges Acl - 
The hearing ait Stratford, east 
London, continues. 
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Mary Wfriz arriving at the hearing yesterday. She Tailed to understand* 


Photograph: Andrew Buurman 


news 


Photograph: Brian Harris 

joyed. On one occasion he was 
riming with Mr Murdoch in a 
restaurant when another diner 
came to their table and greet- 
ed him but tgnored the News In- 


ternational tycoon. But the 
book makes plain that it was his 
paper's onslaught against Dr 
Mahathir and the Malaysian 
leader's violent reaction which 
provoked his demise. 

Ironically, one economy it 
does not reach is Malaysia, 
where Dr Mahathir regards it 
as too Western. However, Mr 
Murdoch was determined iu 
crack the country which has the 
fastest -grewing economy in the 
region. 

Mr Murdoch was incandes- 
cent with rage at the paper's re- 
port in eariyl994 about Dr 
Mahathir . 

Mr Neil's disclosures in his 
book. Full Disclosure, are bound 
to damage relations between Mr 
Murdoch and Mr Mahathir, 
not least because Mr Neil 
stands by his paper's story. 

It wiD seriously embarrass Mr 
Murdoch, who is sensitive to 
claims that his wider business af- 
fairs bold sway over his domestic 
British oewspaper and television 
operations. 

Dr Mahathir’s response to 
the article in 1994 was to impose 


a blockade an British ccatpank' 
dealing with Malaysia. 

While that ban was event! 
ally lifted. Mr Neil savs be wa 
in no doubt that Mr Munkv 
was worried about lasting hart 
to his Star TV channel, whk 
he wanted to broadcast t- 
Maiaysia and across South 
East Asia. 

In order to placate th- 
Malayuan Prime Minister. M 
Neil makes plain for the fira 
lime, he was moved to Ameri 
co, to R« TV, another Murdod 
station. 

While the job at Fck wax ex 
citing, it achieved Mr Mur 
doch'x initial puipose: to get rk 
of un awkward ctuiur. If Mr Nci 
was a success in the post, as an 
chor on a new primetime cur 
rent-affairs sh inv, all well an- 
good. If he was not. he could ht 
dealt with later. 

Subsequently, the two be 
came favxmrites: Dr Mahathi 
was guest of honour at M 
Murdoch's conference few sy 
ninr executives in Australia 
also attended by Tony Blair. 

Battering-ram, page 21 
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Yes, work is the 
curse of the 
drinking classes 


BARRIE CLEMENT 
Labour Editor 

Men who believe work is the 
corse of the drinking classes may 
have got it right after all. 

The irredeemably sober Pol- 
icy Studies Institute has dis- 
covered that males with 
“attitude” and a big thirst for al- 
cohol have a better chance of 

finding employment if they lose 
their jobs than bosses' pels who 
drink in moderation. 

In its report Long Term Un- 
employment ; the institute ven- 
tures that big drinkers often 
collect pub cronies who can 
make useful contacts during 
job-hunting. 

An analysis of figures pre- 
pared for the Department of 
Education and Employment 
reveals that men with a 
“favourable attitude to work" 
were at greater risk of redun- 
dancy than those with a more 
negative approach. 

Co-author of the report, Joan 
Payne, believes the awkward 
squad that spends most time in 
the pub might be more out-go- 
ing and self-confident and 
therefore more employable de- 
spite their penchant for alcohol. 


But less encouraging for thv: 
macho pub-goer is the finding 
that men Lend to fall apart aT- 
ter divorce or separation. Draw- 
ing on data from two nation aJ 
surveys, the National Child De- 
velopment Study and the Re- 
tirement Study , it was found 
that unemployed men who 
break up with their wife or part- 
ner arc less likely to find work, 
while the chances of women in 
a similar position arc greatly 
enhanced. 

In early adulthood the risk of 
long-term unemployment can 
vary enormously, a Scottish 
man with no children and no 
qualifications who works in a 
personal service or a semi- 
skilled job and who has been un- 
employed in the past, was highly 
likely to experience a long spell • 
out of work. 

A professional man living in 
Greater London, trained and 
educated to degree level, with 
a driving licence, no children 
and no previous history of un- 
employment had a “near zero 
risk” of being on the dole for • 
any length of time. Presumably _ 
his chances of being out of ; 
work were greatly enhanced if ' 
he was teetotal and dead keen. . 
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Stefanie B*ay*e 

Notional Savings 

i( Yes, National Savings.*^ 
tax-free investment 

schemes do not need to 
be mentioned on your Tax Return. 

Like our Fixed Interest Savings ^ 
Certrfkates - with a guaranteed rate ^ 
of 5.35%pa tax-free over five years 
(equivalent to 8.g%pa if you are 3 
higher rate taxpayer}- we think 
they 3 re definitely worthwhile. 

Buy now using the application 
to r m in Yo ur Money. 

Or for a full guide to our Ffaond 
Interest Savings Certificates, »■ 
freecatl 0500.500-060, 

24 hours a day, 7 days a week." 

* -a. vx 

NATION* I'V 

SAVINGS 


Unique Investment 
O p po rt -w r, i t ; e s from 
mm Treasury 
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Reservoir 


Health White Paper: GPs, dentists and pharmacists see benefits, both 'for .t hemselves and patients 


plan for 


a hot, dry 
Britain 


NICHOLAS SCHOON 

Environment Correspondent 


Britain’s big, privatised water 
companies yesterday began a 
campaign to build buge new 
reservoirs and add to supplies, 
claiming that climate change 
was forcing their hand. 

The Whter Services Associ- 
ation, which represents nine of 
the ten large drinking-water 
and sewage groups, was brief- 
ing journalists to pre-empt a 
government report on future 
water use being published today. 

The association claims that 
reducing mains leakage and 
attempting to persuade the 
public to use water more care- 
fully is no longer enough to 
guarantee freedom from short- 
ages. A new “twin-track ap- 
proach" is needed, in which 
water resources are boosted, 
Severn Trent's managing di- 
rector, Brian Duckworth, said. 

But large new reservoirs and 
the pipes and pumps needed to 
service them cost tens of mo- 
tions of pounds, while the wa- 
ter companies are under strong 


political pressure to bold down 
bills to customers which have 


risen much faster than inflation 
in the years since privatisation. 

“We want to start a debate,” 
a spokesman for the Wfcter Ser- 
vices Association said. “Climate 
change is something the indus- 
try has to take on board, and we 
need to think long term." 

In the meantime the con- 
tents of today’s government re- 
port was publicised by Friends 
of the Earth and the Labour Par- 
ty, to whom it had been leaked. 
It was revealed that ministers 
were also taking global wanning 
seriously, and want die water 
companies to reassess suppfyand 
demand in a wanner Britain. 

The Government has no pro- 
posals for radical new measures. 
But, after several years of 
drought and restrictions, it says 
there is a need for “greater di- 
alogue between water compa- 


nies and their customers on the 
balance to be struck between 
higher security of supply and 
higher costs”. 

Household water use has 
been rising by 1 per cent per 
yearas people become more af- 
fluent. In 1961 the average per- 
son used 85 litres per day. 
Today, with more bathing and 
showering, more use of dish- 
washers and washing machines 
and more garden watering that 
figure has nearly doubled. 

Throughout the Nineties the 
Government has been in favour 
of “demand management”, 1 
which means persuading cus- 
tomers to use less. That is why , 
h has backed the spread of wa- ! 
ter meters, but it has been crit- I 
idsed for doing little concrete to 
encourage water efficiency. For 
example, showers- which use far 
less water than baths - are not 
mandatory in new homes. 

At the moment much of Eng- 
land has a hidden drought, with 
water tables m five aquifers dot- 
ted around the country at 
record low levels. Yorkshire 
Water announced yesterday 
that all its water restrictions 
would finally be lifted next 
month, bat there are also bans 
in parts of Southern’s and near- 
ly all of North West’s areas. 

Until this year the companies 
cl aimed that they and their cus- 
tomers were the victims of freak- 
ishly low rainfall, of the kind that 
only happened once in 100 years 
or more. But now they are say- 
ing this could bean earfy sign of 
man- mad e climate change. 
Rainfall has been below average 
for more than two years. 

At the moment, supercom- 
puter simulations of global 
wanning over the next 50 years 
predict that Britain's total rain- 
tall will increase. But summers 
across most of England and 
Whies are forecast to be longer, 
hotter and drier, sending de- 
mand soaring and creating the 
need for more to be collected 
and stored in winter. 
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GIossop, Derbyshire, a surgery praised by John Mfljor 


Photograph: Phil Noble 


UZHUNT 

Health Editor 


Family doctors, dentists, and 
pharmacists yesterday gave a 
cautious welcome to the Gov- 
ernment's new vision of primary 
care which gives them greater 
freedom in the way they prac- 
tise, promises more choice for 
patients and better tailoring of 
services to local need. 

In static contrast to the con- 
frontational approach adopted 
by his predecessors and es- 
chewing the imposition of new 
ideas, Stephen DoireU, Secre- 
tary of State for Health, outlined 
a quiet revolution , in which 
those “at the sharp end seize the 
initiative”. 

Implementation' of .the 
changes in the primary care 
White Paper, Choice and 


prove drear worth, Mr Dorrell 
promised 

One of die most dramatic 
proposals is for a cfcan^mGPs 
contracts winch will, speed the 
growth of “super-surgeries” or 
cottage hospitals offering a 
range of healthcare including 
minor surgery. 

Current^ all family doctors 
are independent contractors 
with the Secretary of Stale and 
are obliged to provide specific 
core services which roles out 


flexibility, the White P ap er sa y s . 

Under new legislation, prac- 
tice-based contract wonldbeii- 
troduced in which a 
practice rather than a GP'opn- 
tracts with a health a u tho rity to 
provide services fora local pop- 
ulation. It will aflotar 
therapists and managers to play 
a more high profile rob and or- 
ganisations or groups of indi- 
viduals other than Gps to 
provide services iodu^Bfr in 
theory, retailers such as Asda or 


Sainbory’s, as revealed in The 
Independent yesterday. 

Salaried positions are pro- 
posed for GPs employed by a 
practice, trust or health au- 
thority who want to work more 
regular hours and concentrate 
on patient care rather than the 
business of running a practice. 
Tfaisiseqied^totirqxove care 
mioner-aty areas which face a 
severe shortage of GFs. 

Another significant devel- 
opment is a single budget for 


general medical services, hos- 
pital and community health 
services and prescribing which 
will, in effect, allow some frmd- 
bolding GPs to become “mini- 
health authorities” providing all 
services for their patients. . 

Hmotar fW ihi lihi frw A*Hf i cT C 


service b discussed with a range 
of pilot schemes for health au- 
thorities to buy dental services 
foomlocal practitioners. 

A wider role for pharmacists 


is endorsed with the creation of 
incentives for health authorities 
to buy a wider range of services. 
in^irfjng the pharmacy as first 
stop for the treatment of minor 
ailments. 

The British Medical Associ- 
ation applauded the Govern- 
ment's recognition of the value 
of primary care. The National 
Association of Health Author- 
ities and Busts said the While 
Paper would mean wider choice 

and improved value for money. 


Peak practice that comes top for service 


CHARLIE BAIN 


will only follow if voluntary pi- 
lot-schemes and evaluation of 
the Government’s proposals 


Deep in the heart of the Peak 
District down a small side road 
off the. main high street in 
GIossop, Derbyshire,- lies 
Manor House doctor’s surgery, 
the apple of John Major's eye 
and the super-surgery of the 


BUYING 


COMPAQ COMPUTERS 
WITH HUGE SAVINGS 
COULDN’T BE EASIER. 


Conservative future. In his 
speech to the lory conference 
last week, the Prone Minister 
used Manor House as a prime 
example of a flourishing fund- 
bolding practice. 

- “Waiting -lists .have been 
slashed,” he said. “People no 
longer have to trek to the dis- 
trict hospital... more money is 
spent on patients, less money 
spent on paper work. This prac- 
tice could be the model for the 
future." 

The holders of last year’s 
Fundholding Practice of the 
Year award. Manor House is the 
surgery that offers everything - 
osteopathy, acupuncture, aro- 
matherapy, counselling and 
physiotherapy, all carried out by 
an in-house team. 

According to the practice’s 
senior partner, Dr John Old- 
ham, ail these services have had 


a significant impart nn rwrprrnl 

referrals,carned out at lea cost. 

“We are doing more at the 
smgery for the individual pa- 
tients” he said. “Oar anticoag- 
ulant clinic is one of the most 
successful services. In the past, 
p atients w onld have to travel 15 
miles to one of the two local 
hospitals bat now they come to 
the dime for treatment instead. 

“We analysed the cost of this 
new service and it was at a 
much-reduced cost to the NHS. 
The same saving across the 
whole district would save the 


NHS £750,000 a year ” Dr Old- 
ham is immensely proud of the 
practice's achievements, in par- 
ticular its funding of a local cot- 
tage hospital which saw the 
inauguration of a flourishing 
“homeward bound unit” The 
project helps to avoid patients 
being sent to nursing homes af- 
ter their hospital care. Now 60 
per cent go home and it saves 
the NHS £0.5m a year. 

For the people of GIossop 
and the surrounding area the 
emergence of Manor House has 
been a godsend. Many used to 




spend time and money travel- 
ling as far as Manchester for 
treatment. 

: One patient whose gained 
significantly is Margaret 
Gainey, 69, who suffers from 
asthma and acute bronchitis 
which caused a blood dot on her 
lung. 

A non-fundhold patient, her 
GP arranged for her to be ad- 
mitted to the anticoagulant 
clinic at Manor House to save 
her the 15-mile trek into Man- 
chester. Mis Gainey now visits 
the clinic, just four miles from 
her home, once a month. 

Another patient to benefit is 
68-year-old (ranees Kane “We 
all consider ourselves very for- 
tunate because we never have 
problems getting an appoint- 
ment,” she said. “Everyone is so 
nice here, Fm not surprised Mr 
Major was impressed" 


WE’VE EVEN RINGED THE 
NUMBER FOR YOU. 


SWIFT CALL 




Tel: 0345 02 38 61 





USA for only lop a minute. 


anytime 


£899 


For details of incredible savings to hundreds 
of other international destinations and to 
open an account, call and quote this REF: i/Ua 


0800 769 0800 


outside UK +44 17* 488 3001 


Freephone access available to Swfftcall 
customers on: 


FLAT RATES 
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Germany 

Ireland 

France 

Australia 

Japan 

Taiwan 

Hong Kong 

South Korea 

India 

Nigera 

Pakistan 


Swift call rates apply 
24 hrs a day 
7 days a week. 

Ope«ois are sandhi by 


day* Mrecfc 
nady to ate yow o$. 
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REAL English Cox 
have all the magical 
taste and character 
created by real English 
growing conditions. 




REAL English Gox 
come from only one 
country - England. 




Look for the Union Jack 
Cox apple sticker and 
discover the magic of 
REAL English Cox today. 
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Banks using customers’ cash for arms deals 


ii - 


MICHAEL STREETER 

Britain's high-street banks are 
# cntiased today in a report thai 
5",®* ^eir ‘■despiSe’' use 
of customers money to help fi- 
nance anus deals with repres- 
i regimes. ^ 

Rt?t r u POrU Prepared by the 

m^M based World 

ment Movement, fe especially 
cnucal erf Midland B^foras- 
sistingthe sale of British Aero- 
space Hawk trainer jets to the 
Indonesian government, which 


has a poor human rights record. 
U also attacks Uoyd^Bardays 
and Nat West, aswefi as Midaod. - 
for their role in “boosting Sad- 
dam Hussein’s military capac- 
ity" before the Gulf, war, nr 
finance esport deals." 

Bany Coates, WDMVdi- 
rector, said: “It is despicable tfrai 
maiiy high-street banks are us- . 
mg our money to finance aims 

(Ink In - 


regimes. Banks must adopt a 
mese ethical policy on anus and 
invest in a safer future." 


The WDM is pressing for a 
ethical code of conduct applic- 
able u> all h anks, to reassure 
customers. Its report. From 
fSgft Street to Bamefidd: UK 
Banks end the Arms Trade, says . 
die aid of the CbkiTSfer com- 
bined with a greater Govern- 
ment push for exports has led 
to a “new open market for 
weapons". The increased use of - 
the Goverinnenfs Export Cred- 
it Guarantees Department 
(ECGD)fo underpin ales rrf- 


and aims companies because it 
hasefiftaivdyrenMvedtheir5- 
nanrial risk,' the report says. 

Apart from the Hawk jets 
deal. Midland is also criticised 
for helping the sale of a Rapi- 
er air defence system to the 
same country, and for deals in- 


WDM, which started a cam- 
paign on banks financing arras 
deals two years ago, claims cus- 
tomers have dosed accounts as 
a result and students have boy- 
cotted Uovds and Midland. 


A spokeswoman for Lloyds/ 
TSB said the bank would only 
. consider lending if a deal had 
been approved bv the Govern- 
ment, and that they would not 
knowingly do business with a 
customer who did not follow 
arras safes rules - a view echoed 
by Midland Bank. 

Barclays Bank has also said 
that it only financed manufac- 
turing customers, deals that 
had to be licensed try the Gov- 
ernment NatWest’s policy has 
been that financing arms deals 


with “irresponsible" countries is 
“unacceptable", and that each 
transaction is treated case by 
case. The attack on the banks 
comes as the Cooperative Bank, 
which is not named in the re- 
port today publishes an “open 
letter" to" its rivals on arms 
trade financing. The message 

from managing dir eel or Terry 

Thomas will be that the banks 
should adopt a common policy 
on such funding. 

■ In a surprising ruling, a 
watchdog has rejected com- 


plaints about an advertisement 
for the Cooperative Bank which 
implied high street banks had 
used customers' money to fi- 
nance arms trading, writes Mar* 
ianne Macdonald. 

Midland Bank hud objected 
to a national press campaign 
picturing a landmine, over copy 
which read: “Between IQK1 an j 
1990, certain banks used hun- 
dreds of millions of pounds of 
their customers' money to fi- 
nance the supply of arms to Mh 
Iran and Iraq." 


In its complaint to the Ad- 
vertising Standards Authority, 
ii questioned the implication 
that UK high-street hanks had 
financed the supply of land- 
mines or other weapons. 

Bui in its ruling published to- 
day, the .ASA found that the 
^impuign was justified after 
die Gw *perati\e Bank supplied 
extracts from the Scott Report, 
minutes of evidence from the 
Trade and Industry Committee 
.tr.J letters between banks ;md 

arms dealers,. 





Shunt stunt: To demonstrate the danger to rail bridges from high vehicles, a bus was driven into one deliberately. The bus lost 
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but it 

strn 

wouldn’t 
fell down 


CHRISTIAN WOLMAR 

Transport Correspondent 

The 25-year-old green double 
decker had been rescued from 
a scrapyard. At the wheel was 
John Carr, a stuntman. He put 
his foot down and drove strai gh t 
at the bridge. 

He smashed into it at 25mph 
in a cacophony of broken glass 
and tearing metal. The .bus 
collapsed, but the bridge didn't 

The demonstration had been 
staged by Raihrack to UIus- 
?fcted the dangers posed by the 
increasing number of high ve- 
hicles “bashing” into its bridges. 

The bridge, in Whitehouse 
Road. Swindon, had the unen- 
viable record'of being the most 
bashed bridge in Britain with 82 
hits sinde Jamfary 1990.~ r • 

The S3rd seemed to be an at- 
tempt to turn the double deck- 
er into a single one. Even though 
we had been expecting the bau & 
it was a profound shock. 
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The crunch: The bus was driven by the man who delivers chocolates in a television advertisement. He said 'the shattering glass looked beautiful 


Photograph: John Lawrence 


Mare than half the roof of the 
bus was removed but the bridge. 
Which carries the Great West- 
ern main line, was undamaged 
apart from the sign reading 
“3.1m, 10.0” which was soon re- 
placed. The bridge, built in 
1910, was quickly passed as 
safe for the trains. 

It is not always so easy. Since 


British Rail started monitoring 
bridge strikes in 1990, the num- 
ber has gone up from 806 to 
1401 last year, 59 per cent due 
to driver error ana a third as a 
. result of poor loading of the ve- 
hicle. 

Newly privatised Rail track, 
which is now responsible, reck- 
ons such strikes cost £5m in re- 


pairs and much more in train 
delays for which it now has to 
reimburse train operators. 

Each time a bridge is hit, 
an engineer has to check it be- 
fore trains can use it again, a 
process which often takes sev- 
eral hours as few people .are 
qualified for the task. 

Mr Carr is the man who 




risked life and limb in the Milk 
Tray advertisements to ensure 
that the lady got her chocolates. 
He cmfcrged looking slightly 
shakeffi- ' 

“Asthe glass shattered, it was 
so beautiful, it looked like a 
rainbow," he said. So that’s 
why those thousand or more dri- 
vers a year doit 


1. Whitehouse Road, Swindon - 82 strikes 

2 . Stuntney Road (A142), Ely - 61 

3. Mffl Lane, Bradford - 54 

4. Strike. Road (A5006), 

Stoke-on-Trent - 47 

5. West Street, Glasgow - 43 

6. Barrowby Road (A52), Grantham - 42 


7. Hawkendge Road, Westbury, nr Bath - 41 

8. Station Road IB470), Langley, 
nr Slough - 39 

9. Tregpss Moor Road (A30), Roche, 
nr Bodmin - 37 

10. Dingley Road (A427), 

Market Harborough - 36 
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NHS lost £lrn I Gambling industry gets 


on computer 


agency sale 


CHRIS BLACKHURST 

Westminster Correspondent 


A National Health Service in- 
formation technology agency 
was sold too cheaply to a US 
firm which, in recent months, 
has been picking up the bulk of 
government computer con- 
tracts, according to an official 
report out today. 

The study by the National 
Audit Office, the public spend- 
ing watchdog, found that the 
SouLb and West Regional 
Health Authority could have se- 
cured better value for the 
taxpayer when it sold the SWift 
computer division to EDS last 
year. 

The NAO report win fuel the 
controversy at Westminster 
about the amount of public 
sector work being awarded to 
EDS. Computer contracts from 
several government depart- 
ments are now in the hands of 
the company, once cun by mav- 
erick US presidential candi- 
date, Ross Perot. Opposition 
MPs have ibeen pressing for fur- 
ther details of how the firm has 


come to dominate the Gov- 
ernment's computer market. 

In a highly critical report, the 
NAO said that the health au- 
thority put a value on SWifr’s 
software and hardware but did 
not pay enough attention to the 
agency’s worth as a business op- 
portunity. 

Consultants hired by the 
NAO put a likely value on 
SWift of £7m to £Um. This 
compared with the deal agreed 
with EDS, which saw the US 
firm pay £800,000 for SWift’s 
assets and to provide future 
discounts to the agency's cus- 
tomers - primarily the health 
authority - worth £2-3m to 
£43m. 

SWift was not property val- 
ued by the health authority. As 
a result, EDS got a bargain. Un- 


der NHS rules, the authority 
was not required to estimate the 
possible financial return to EDS 
iromthe agency. 

The sale was supposed to be 
competitive, but only four ear- 
ly bids were received and of 
these, only two submitted an 
offer. 


When EDS emerged as the 
final ladder, the company was 
able to negotiate ftspnce down 
by almost £lm. Hus was be- 
cause EDS agreed to take on 
SWiffs pension arrangements, 
which brought the offer down 
by £450,000, and problems wiih 
the agency's software, which 
knocked a further £500,000 off 
the price. 

In future, said the NAO, 
such sales should be conducted 
on a more realistic, commercial 
footing. Instead of selliag off the 
individual component parts, 
the public sector seller mould 
pay closer attention to the 
likely financial return. 

mien drawing up short-lists, 
the government vendor should 
try and keep as many potential 
purchasers in the frame as pos- 
sible and for as kmg as possible, 
recommended the NAO. 

Tb avoid problems emergi n g 
at the final stage and the last re- 
maining tedder being able to 
talk down the price, the seller 
should make all information 
available to all the bidders, 
said the report. 


Field trailblazes his 


radical pension plan 


JOHN RENTDUL 

Political Correspondent 


A blueprint for “thinking the un- 
thinkable” about the welfare 
state was unveiled yesterday by 
frank Field, the Labour MP re- 
garded as a traflblazer forTbny 
Blair. The plans from Mr Field, 
chairman of the all-party social 
security select committee, had 
been eagerly awaited as evidence 
of the possible shape of a radi- 
cal overhaul under Labour. 

A representative for Harriet 
Harman, Labour's social security 
spokeswoman, welcomed the 
proposals for “stakeholder pen- 
sions”, which aim to give people 
a fund of their own on top of the 
basic state {tension. But the net 
effect of the plans is r emarkab ly 


similar to “old Labour” .policies 
to raise taxes and redistribute re- 
sources from rich to poor. 

Figures produced by the 
Government Actuary for Mr 
Field show that those earning 
less than about £15,000 a year 
would gain in their pay packet 
and in future pension rights, 
while those above that level 
would pay more. In all, taxes 
and compulsory contributions 
would rise by £3bn a year. 

The mast striking proposal is 
to close down the state earning? 
related pension scheme (Serps); 
from 2000 all employees would 
be required to contribute to 
their own pension. The plans 
would be funded ty a cut in the 
starting rate of income tax to 5p 
in the pound, with the standard 


rate cut from 24p to 19p, offset 
by national insurance contri- 
butions. In addition, those earn- 
ing more than £100 a week 
would make compulsory con- 
tributions to a second pension. 

The Labour leader is known 
to admire Mr Field, and to have 
been disappointed with Chris 
Smith, who he charged with 
“thinidng the unthinkable” as 
social security spokesman. But 





-4M 


H 

. ■ * 


Relaxing gamephm: Home Office proposals win allow casino members toftboy alcohol, with debit cards, after midnight Photograph: David Rose 


JASON BENNETTO, 

Crime Correspondent 


The deregulation of the gaining sector gets underway 


Swindon in Wiltshire and Wey- 
mouth, Dorset. An announce- 


or Gordon Brown, the shadow 
chancellor, who both thought 
Labour’s plans to increase in- 
come tax at the last election 
were a vote-loser. 

OHow to Pay for the Future; ICS, 
18 Victoria Park Square, London 
E2 9PF; £40 institutions or £10 


Bingo dubs may be allowed to 
advertise on television and ra- 
dio, and betting shops and casi- 
nos should soon be able to 
promote their services in print, 
the Home Office said yesterday. 

The proposals are part of the 
Government’s initiative tb 
deregulate the curing industry. 
Under Home Office proposals 
strict licensng curbs that forbid 
the serving ofakohol in casinos 
after midnight are to come to 
an end. Casinos in England 


and Whies wiQ be allowed to seD 
beers, wines and spirits until 
3am in London, and until 2am 
in the regions. 

The 48-hour rule, which pre- 
vents anybody playing in a ca- 
sino until two daw after ap- 
plying for membership, is to be 
cut to 24 hours. Under the 
proposals, debit cards will also 
be allowed in casinos and ten- 
go dubs. The measures are in- 
duded in a draft Deregulation 
(Casinos) Order which should 


come into pity in the New Year 
if titty receive a smooth passage 
through Parliament 
Timothy Kirkhope, Home 
Office minister, added: “On 


pose to lay a draft order later ~ 
this year to remove restrictions^- 
cm print advertising and possi-' t 
Wy .to allow broadcast* adver-*' 

rising of bingo.” 

Earlier proposals to allow 13 
new casinos to be built in Eng- 
land and Wfeles are be re-ex- 


amined after, local authorities 
from two of the areas ear- 
marked - Croydon in south 
London, and Peterborough in 
Cambridgeshire - raised ob- 
jections. Additional cities may 
be added tothe original list. The 
potential sites-. already -men-. 
tionedayoDartfoixland Folk©, 
stone In Kentr Gloucester. 


merit is expected in a lew wzjk . 
Mr Kirkhone also unnourefcJ 


in Suffolk, Morecambc in Lan- 
cashire, Oxford, Redbridge in 
Essex, Slough m Berkshire, 


Mr Kirkhope also unnouflbl 
that additional measures would 
be considered before being pul 
before Parliament. These pro- 
posals would be to allow postal 
applications for membership, 
group membership, and slot 
machiifcs in casinos. • 

...The proposals reflect the 
Government's deregulation pol- 
icy and fnUow complaints by the 
gaming industry that it has 
been losing a lot of business to 
the National Lottery. 


Performance, 


Low Price, 


Cool Machine 




E FOCUS ON ’WHAT YOU BEALGf 
WANT FROM THE INTERNET 


Unlike many Internet service providers, we won’t try to swamp you with 


irrelevant information, nor fob you off with a solution that doesn’t match your 


needs. Instead, we start with a blank canvas and establish exactly what you want 
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before giving advice. That way, your understanding of your business coupled 


ros CCOL CUSTOMERS 



with our knowledge of the big Internet picture, combine to ensure perfect results. 


■ Intel* 133MHz Pentium® Processor 

■ 16MB SDRAM' 

■ 256KB Pipeline Burst Cache 

■ 3 S’ Diskette Drive 

■ Toshiba** Eight-Speed CWIOM 

■ Western Digital'* 2GB E1DE Hard Driw 

■ Integrated Creative Labs FM Sound Card with Altec 
Lansing ACS41 Speakers 

■ Integrated ATI GT 3D 2MB SGRAM Graphics Arcctwainr 

■ 15" Yivitrou" Colour Monitor 1 

■ Desklop/Mini Tower Case 

.■ Windows* 95 105 Key Keyboard 

■ Mkrasoft® Mouse 

■ MS Windows95 

■ MS Generations Software Bundle 

■ Games Bundle ' 

■ MS Encana'" 96 (US Version I 

■ 3 Year Limited Warranty 


We're so sure of our consultative approach that we’ve produced our own 


£1149 (£1384.15 inc. VAT and delivery) 


guide to The Fine Art of the Internet. In it, you’ll find advice on choosing Internet 


Services, how to meet your business 
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requirements, and tips and techniques 
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for maximising Internet effectiveness. 


0800 39 2000 


SHOWROOM HOURS OF BUSINESS: 


Phone 0500 577 100 to request your FREE guide and to register for ftffture PSBta crons. 
AlUnistivcty request more tafonudoa on Imf^Awro iik-prt.ni^maricrtinghtmi 
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era Ireland’s 10 laziest poKti- 
caJ .groupings - bad not 
previously reached agreement 
on rules and procedure 

The tenth party, Sinn Fein, is 
not m the talks. Seven of the 
nine parties signed up overnight 
to a compromise arrangement 
aimed at moving the ratirc 
though in the face of angry dis- 
sent from the Rev Ian Paisley’s 
Democratic Unionists and an- 
other unionist party. These de- 
nounced David Trimble’s Ulster 
Unionist party for allegedly 
sidelining the arms issue 

i/ i. .i 






question of when the contro- 
vereial decommissio ning issue 
should be addressed, with Mr 


^"“"6 « LUC uoc. UK nra 

item was the drcafation of draft 
agendas for die s uh s tauti vecAs. 
That tookatotal of 31 minutes;, 
then at 3pm we commenced the . 
decommissioning debate." 

One important effect of the 
new arrangement is 'that it 
facilitates the loyalist frwyy 
parties in staying at the table. 
This is seen as a helpful factor 

m p eanadmg l^ yaKg* jw r m n i l - 
itary groups not to end thefr 
ceasefire. 

The modest movement in 
the talks has at least had die ef- 
fect of relieving fears that they 
would run into the sands by the 
end of this month without any 

assure their oontinnation for 
seme time to come, although 


mm csareaonniyaangerocs De- 
frayal that the DUP have sag- 
not at afl." 

He added that he hefieved 
tirisstageoftbc talks would last 
ibr a few weeks. 

■ The Apprentice Boys of 
Deny, one of the Protestant 

m a i a im g ^ir g<wicuvinc | have 

appfeedferpenmsskai towalk 
abort Lonckmdeny chyY walk 
this weekend. 

In August a crisis was avert- 
ed ^ea the organisation post- 
poned plans for a similar 
parade. The Bogade Residents 
Group yesterday called on the 
marchers to open talks with lo- 
cal Catholics on the jdans. The 
group said that if they did there 
was a very strong likelihood of 
agreement on the issue. 

Ixwfin| article, page 15 
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In step: Apprentice Boys at Craigavon Bridge in August. They have applied to pa 


Londonderry's waits at the weekend Photograph; Trevor McBnde 




Agencies supply 
drunk teachers 


BT cut 10 % off national daytime calls . 
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JUDITH JUDD 

Education Editor 

Drunk teachers and those cm a 
Government blacklist are being 
sent into schools as supply 
teachers because of the failure 
to regulate teacher agencies. 

A survey of Greater London 
secondary schools by Margaret 
Hodge, the Labour MP for 
Barking, found that three-quar- 
ters used private agencies and 
a third complained about the 
teachers they were sent They 
worried that those recruited 
by agencies bad escaped from 
full -time reaching because they 
“*ould not cope or had been 
sacked. One teacher who was 
too drunk to teach presented 
himself in front of a class. 

The schools said agencies 
used teachers who: were just 
babysitters with worksheets; 
came from abroad and knew 
nothing about English exams or 
the national curriculum; were 
late, racist, or aggressive; or, 
were in the middle of nervous 
breakdowns. Even when a head 
sent a teacher back because he 
was aggressive he was amply 
sent to another school. 

In July, Mis Hodge told the 
Commons that a former head- 
master on the government 
blacklist of those barred from 
teaching turned up in a school 


as the ^director of a Manchester 
teaching agency, to drum up 
business. He had been con- 
victed of theft 

Ministers have promised to 
dose a loophole which allows 
agencies to employ teachers 
without cheeks on their back- 
ground. But Mrs Hodge does 
not believe the checks wffl be rig- 
orous enough. “Schools must be 
able to rely on the agencies to 
send suitably quafifiedstaf^” she 
said. “The survey proves that 
some... agencies are iailmg our 
children.” On average every 
child is tanght by a supply 
teacher for two classes a week. 

Tish Seabourne, managing efi- 
rector of TtmePlan, the biggest 
agency which sends out 700 sup- 
ply teachers a day, said she sup- 
ported Mrs Hodge. “It has 
become dear that other agen- 
cies are not applying the same 
standards as ourselves. We see 
our rejects turning up in class- 
rooms... In 1992, we asked die 
Government to bring in regu- 
lations to gjve the whole in- 
dustry a new framework.” 

A Department for E du c atio n 
spokesman said guidance cm 
checking supply teachers had 
been issued to schools in June. 
“The vast majority of teachers 
are checked. New legiriatiOB win 
make ft compulsory to carjy put 
checks on all teachers." ' 









£5 the humming birds 
My could achieve a state of 
complete weightless- 
.-' 7 ; Tiftgg. In other words, 
they could float. Even 
more sensational, this 
gfe experiment has now 
££ been carried out on 
F..I frnmana ; some as 
|| heavy as 20 sterna 
4'?. Leaked photographs 
taken “somewhere in 
































8 


news 


WEDNESDAY 16 OCTOBER 1996 ■ THE INDEPENDENT 


Plug it in, 
turn it on. 
Cars that 
lead the 
drive to 
save our 
cities 
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Cars of future: Hie Tulip (left), the prototype French electric car on which the Coventry experiment Is based and the Concept 2096,_Wtuifo finds Its way home without a driver 


CHRISTIAN WOLMAR 

Transport Correspondent 

The biggest ever experiment in- 
volving electric cars replacing 
conventional combustion engine 
cars is to start in Coventry next 
month, with 14 Peugeot 106s be- 
ing operated by five different 
large organisations. 

The experiment, part of a 
£500,000 project, is designed to 
test whether electric cars and 
light vans could be used by a 


wide range of organisations to 
reduce local pollution in towns 
and cities. It follows a success- 
ful two-year experiment in La 
Rochelle, on the western coast 
of France with about 40 cars 
from various companies and 
which involved members of the 
public as well as companies. 
Myles Maclde, who is Coventry 
council's project officer for the 
scheme, said: “La Rochelle 
helped Peugeot to develop the 
106 and to test the car in a range 


of practical applications. Now 
we are trying the same thing in 
a British context" 

A future version of the elec- 
tric car, the Concept 2096, was 
unveiled at the Motor Show yes- 
terday. Commissioned by the 
Society of Motor Manufactur- 
ers and Traders to celebrate 100 
years of the British motor, the 
car runs cm pre-programmed 
routes, with low emission rates. 

Ibe Coventry vehicles, which 
should all be on the road next 


month, are being used by Roy- 
al Mail, East Midlands Elec- 
tricity, PowerGen, Coventry 
City Council and Peugeot itself. 
A set of recharging points 
around the city is being devel- 
oped to enable vehicles to be re- 
fuelled during theday. They wiR 
be used as part of these organ- 
isations' normal fleet, for rou- 
tine tasks such as delivering mail 
and reading meters^ • 

The range of the vehicles is 
around 60 miles and they have 


a fop speed of 60mph: When 
The Independent drove one, it 
was responsive and peppy, be- 

has^ede^^^wS^^u^ 
The cars use a nicke l -cadmi- 
um battery, which take four 
hours torecharee,last for eight 
years, and cost £12, 000, aramd 
double their petrol equivalent 
Although in France, the 106 has 
become the first modern elec- 
tric passenger car to go into pro- 
duction, sales are smi very low 


and therefore the cost of parts 
very is high. 

The Coventry 106s are vir- 
tually the same as the conven- j 
tional car, except they have re- V 
duoed space in the boot to ac- f | 
commodate batteries and are 
four-seater. A spokesman for 
Peugeot said: “We believe that 
for electric cars to be accepted 
widely, they have to provide the 
same level of quality, comfort, 
driving pleasure, style and safe- 
ty as conventional vehicles.” 


Even on paper Aptiva sounds better. 
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wheel out £lbn 
of new money 


CHRIS GODSMARK 

Business Correspondent 

The car industry was boosted 
yesterday with news of invest- 
ment by Peugeot, Vauxhall and 
Rover thought to be worth al- 
most £lbn. 

As tiie Motor Show Indeed 
off at Birmingham's National 
Exhibition Centre it emerged 
that Peugeot is to build a sec- 
ond model range at its plant at 
Coventry, securing the future of 
2J500 staff and probably creat- 
ing hundreds more jobs among, 
components suppliers. 

" ” ' Peugeot is notoriously cagey 
about ns investment plans but 
the board is understood to have 
derided to expand production 


The car is thought to be a re- 
placement for the 205, which re- 
defined the small -car market in 
the 1980s but recently ended a 
14-year British sales run. 

The news is a vote of confi- 
dence by Peugeot in Ryton, 
which currently assembles the 
306 Escort-sized car. The work- 
force has shrunk from 4300 to 
2,600 in five years and the 
plant's long-term future had 
been in doubt The derision will 
involve a three-year investment 


believed to be worth several 
hundred millio n pounds. British 
engineers have already been 
seconded to France to work on 
developing the car. 

In another sign of the re- 
naissance of the industry, \hux- 
ball confirmed that it is to 
spend £300m, its largest singj, 
British investment, updating 
its factory at Ellesmere Port on 
Merseyside, which has trans- 
formed itself over the past 10 
years from General Motors' 
least productive European fac- 
tory, to foe lowest-cost manu- 
facturer of the five plants which 
make the Astra. 

The investment, to be backed 
by a small government grant, 
will re-equip the site, raising ca- 
pacity from 145,000 cars a year 
to 160,000. 

Low labour costs and huge 
productivity strides have maxde 
Britain increasingly attractive to 
GM; 40 per cent of Ellesmere 
Bart's Astras go abroad, where- 
as hardly any were exported five 
years ago. Nick Reilly, Vaux- 
hall’s chairman, said: “Had we 
still been a domestic only pro- 
ducer, the amount of foe in- 
vestment would have been 
nothing like tbe amount we've 
just announced.” 






The Aptiva" rangr ha* plenty 
to shout about: 

Superb stereo speakers anti a powerful Sub Woofer, that 
both inerease the elarity and give real depth l«i the -mini]. 
ThealreSouiKT'wliirli gives vnu realist ie sound effeel* to 
really bring multimedia games in lift 
Total I mage\ icleu" combines IBM Mwavr'li-rlinologv and 
MPEG software to give vuu high quality full-sereen videi 
images instead of those tiny windows \ ou may have nquinlrd 
at in the past. 

Add award-winninn home nffiee -oft ware, line-hull on 
Internet aevess’ and a built-in f iommimieulions l>i»lre and 
v«u have a home PC that sounds almost too good In be true. 

Kinaiiv. because yoll sometimes need someone to listen to 
vou. vnu also have IBM HolpTan 

that s here to give you friendly advice and guidance seven 
days a week. 3(i.i days a year. 

If you'd like to hear more, just rail Penny Asithourne 
uti 11090 72 72 72 for further information and details 
of vour local PL retailer. 
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Trend-setter: New Land Rover w01 have features from original 

Big plans for little 
new Land Rover 


CHRIS GODSMARK 

Land Rover is to build a baby- 
sized four-wheel-drive vehicle 
and plans to expand production 
dramatically, the company an- 
nounced yesterday. 

The compact Land Rover, 
one of the first fruits of BMW’s 
take-over of Rover three years 
ago, is designed to head off com- 
petition from the Japanese in a 

fast-growing segment of the off- 
road market. It wffl share many 
of the famed abilities of Its 3- 
lustrious predecessors though 
few of the compacts are likely to 
do anything more taxing than 
pottering around town or a lit- 
tle leisurely motorway cruising. 

Land Rover refused to reveal 
what the compact would look 
like or how much it wfll cost but 
the aim is to attract new buyers 
to the brand when it goes on 
sale early in 1998. - 


It is intended that production 
at the Solihull manufacturing 
complex should rise from an an- 
ticipated 130,000 vehicles this 
year to 200,000 by the end of ihe 
decade. The investment, which 
will mean security for the 
12,000-strong workforce, will 
come from the £500m-a-year 
that BMW is committed to 
pumping into its British sub-y* 
sidiaiy. “It’s definitely a small* 1 
er product than the Discovery 
and we believe there’s plenty of 
scope to get new buyers," 
Richard Eusy, the project di- 
rector, said. 

Land Rover b thought to have 
used Toyota’s new RAV4 - a chic- 

looking two-door four-wheel- 
dove -as its benchmark for the 
asnpacL Amudingto Toyota in- 
siders, British engineers bought 
four of the RAV4s from dealers 
for development work. 

Is this Jag a Cat? The TabWd 
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Solutions for a small planet 
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Ministry of Defence because 
they fear they will not survive 
long enough for a collective ac- 
tion to be brought. 

■ More than 1,000 veterans 
have registered legal naimc 
against the MoD since the end 
of the war in 1991. 

The collective action may 
not reach the courts for sever- 
al years but 26 veterans have al- 
ready died and dozens more are 
now critically ID. 

Captain Ian Hill, from Man- 
chester, said he would be dead 
this time next year and that his 
family might lose possible com- 
pensation if be died before get- 
ting to court. “I have got to think 
of my family for when I am dead 
and gpne. If I don't get this set- 
tled before I die they are going 
to get nothing.” 

Capt HELL SO, a father of four, 
is suffering from neurological 
damage, emphysema and 
chronic breathin g difficulties. 

His wife Carol, a registered 
nurse, has repeatedly had to re- 
vive him after he has stopped 
breathing during the night. “I 
have to kick-start him by giving 
him a thump in the chest,” she 
said. “One of these nights, I am 
not going to be able to do ft.” 

Capt Hm, who is chairman of 
the National Golf Veterans and 
Families Association, was 
passed “Al fit” by army doctors 
when he left for the Gulf in 
1990. His responsibility was to 
set up the operating theatres to 
treat casualties of war, but he 

when hebecame sick after 3 the 
hospital tents were sprayed 

cides (OPO^H^was ahSfted 
back to Britain where his con- 
dition has steadily deteriorated. 

■* His wifesakfc ^Wehave come 
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Gulf casualties: Capt ten Hill and his wife Carol. Inset: Capt Flynn White, who died last month Photograph: Martin Rickett 


to terms with the fact that this 
time next year we doubt very 
much whether he will be alive. 

"The collective case and all 
the tests that are being planned 
will all be too late. They might 
help those who have IS years to 
live but they won't help those 
that are dying now. Ian wants 
to speak while he is stiD here.” 

The MoD. which denies the 
existence of Gulf war syndrome, 
appeared to soften its position 
this month with an admission 
that OPs had been used more 
than was : pie v ieusly believed. 

The Government has now 
commissioned resdhrcfri : h)to 


the protection that was given to 
those coming into contact with 
OPS and the likely damage 
caused by the pesticides. 

By the time the results are 
ready many more veterans may 
have died. 

Captain Flynn White, 31, 
died last month just 13 days be- 
fore the MoD announcement. 
He had been sent to the Gulf 
within days of graduating from .' 
Sandhurst. His mother Angela 
said: “As far as we know he was 
in perfect health. I think that 
whatever ft was [that caused 
his illness] happened In', die ' 
Gulf because he was certainly •. 


. not as well when he came bade. 

Capt White, who had a wife 
andyoungchOd, was afflicted by 
a mysterious draining of his en 
exgy which he fought against 

His mother said: "He battled 
hard against what he thought 
was lethargy and he did enor 
■ mous amounts of fitness train 
ing to get bade on track.” 

However, his efforts in the 
gym produced no discernible 
' impro vement and he began to 
feel unstable on his feet He 
lodged a legal claim wfrh the 
MoD reporting a long list of 
symptoms including fatigue, di- 
arrhoea, anxiety ancHoss of bal- 


ance. In April 1994, be was di 
agnosed by doctors as having a 
brain tumour. 

His mother said she would 


never know the actual cause of 


his Illness. "His own view was 
that it was something that hap- 
pened in the Gulf,” she said. 

Capt White joins a growing 
list of Gulf veterans who have 
died young: Qpl Peter Gowans 
died from chronic myeloid 
leukaemia three weeks ago at 
the age of 29; Cpl Gary Gra- 
ham, died in May at the age of 
31, from a tumour of the spine: 
Pte Simon Bottrell, 30, died in 
June last year from lymphoma; 


Mark Almond, 27, a senior air- 
craftsman, died of cancer in No- 
vember 1992; L/Cpl Robert 
Robins, 25, died of a suspected 
brain haemorrhage in Febru- 
ary 1991 after phoning home to 
say his Gulf war inoculations 
were giving him headaches. 


Equality chief berates ‘cynical’ companies 


BARRIE CLEMENT 

labour Editor 

The chairman of the Commis- 
sion for Racial Equality yester- 
day revealed y ears of frustration 
with the white establishment 
when he registered his “cyni- 
cism” over the high-minded 
pronouncements of government 
and business leaders. 

Herman OusJey denounced 
an paper by the GB1 on the busi- 


ness case for equal opportuni- 
ties -A Winning Strategy - as 
*^yet another initiative in a long 
lme of initiatives’*. Speaking at 
the launch of the document at 
the CBTs central London of- 
fices, Mr Ousley also attacked 
the Government for the ethnic 
mix on its nationwide “new ap- 
prenticeship” scheme. He said 
that only 2 per cent of thepar- 
tidpants in the first year of the 
scheme were black, which 


amounted to a “disgrace". And, 
after 20 years of equal oppor- 
tunities legislation, projects and 
initiatives, more than 62 per 
cent of black males in London 
were out of work, he said. 

Research by the commission 
in the north of England and 
Scotland found that black peo- 
ple invariably encountered prej- 
udice when applying for- jobs. 
Applicants from ethnic minori- 
ties were frequently told jobs had 


been taken - while white appli- 
cants often found the same posts 
still vacant The same occurred 
in accommodation searches. 
Even supposedly strong sup- 
porters of equal opportunities in 
the private sector had proved 
unsuccessful. John Moores, di- 
rector .'of Littiewoods, had failed 
to secure an ethnic balance in 
his pods and mail order busi- 
ness, despite a 30-year aim to do 
so, Mr Ousley said. 


Yesterday, the CBI conced- 
ed its own practices were for 
from perfect About 58 per 
cent of CBI employees are 
women, mostly employed in 
the lower clerical grades. Just 
one woman is head of a CBI de- 
partment 

Only 6.4 per cent of staff are 
from ethnic minorities; and 03 
per cent are disabled. 

The CRE chairman said that 
companies such as BA, Ford, 


Vauxhall and Mercury - all 
with progressive policies - had 
been forced to make “corporate 
climbdowns” in the past 12 
months over their advertising 
and promotional material 
Kamlesh Bahl chairwoman 
of the Equal Opportunities 
Commission, welcomed the 
CBTs document but warned 
companies that unless they em- 
braced equal opportunities, 
they were on a “suicidal path”. 
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So much value. 




OR insure your car with 


ERICSSON ^ 

GSM MODEL GA318. 

♦ Up to 67 his standby-time 

♦ Up to 230 mins taik-time 

♦ 45 namefoumber memory 
stored on SIM 

♦ NiMH battery and last 
. charger 

♦ Data compatible 

♦ Weight 248g 


VODAFONE PERSONAL', VORLD 


LIMITED OFFER 

£♦11.99 


• FRffi LHE KHIM - fe 2 montte 
worth £3526 bk. VST 





Eagle Star and get a free 
24 hour accident 
recovery service. 
Interested? Cali 
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motor 
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MONTHS FREE 
LINE RENTAL 


GUARANTEED PEACE OF MIND 
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• naquS&b money back pranfra. *' 111 J *e*~***~ 

ORDER NOW WITH YOUR CREDIT CARD DETAILS FOR FREE DELIVERY IN 4 WORKING DAYS 


FREEPHONE 0500 000 888 
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and international airport locations. 


AISs 

poin 


,V- .: r 

- . . *>.;•« r s'. . 

- • . ; . -t » t». - 
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FREE WEEKEND ACCOMMODATION 


to enjoy with your family or friends. 
To join PointsCard 


or to make a reservation call 


0800 40 40 40 

or contact your travel agent 
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WHOSE BOOM^ wingtatasfe 

'* Revenues from privatisation and oil have disguised Britain’s bankruptcy for years. However, "rf - ^ State 

are to be met into the next century, politicians will have to either raise taxes or severely shnnK ine 





fee Britain 


s now, but 


pay later 


MANE 



ppeQngT.f; 



Empty coffers: Universities demand more but there is little to be had. Britain is bankrupt, according to official figures 


Economics Biter . ^ 

The Brit&i 

bankrupt, According to ” 

figures. Ovfet the wars ft 
taxes without Ik 

spending, -using: r 

revenues and North Sea ..... 
to disguse the fundamental 

problem- 

But, in the short term, Ken- 
neth Clarke ts probably going to 
strike it lucky with the booming 
economy helping to trim die 

Govemmew’s month-by-njoath 


-or two in next 


few 


tax t 

mon~ a — 

J ~ The shart-ran. improvement 
wi’ - help politicians avoid really 
c^cnh . questions during the 
^efetSoaCK^jaign. Andrew Dfl- 


than predicted only * 
months earlier, perhaps partly 

because of companies growing 

skill at avoidance measures. 

Since March, las revenues 
have been rolling in thanks to 




Photograph: Brian Harris 
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Aidan Watts goes wild in his 


• Driver’s airbag. 


• Side impact door beams. 

• Electric front windows. 


Power-assisted steering. 


• Tiit/siide sunroof. 

• Metallic paint. 

• Body colour bumpers. 

• 4 speaker RDS stereo. 


Escort l-4i Freedom 5dr 

Typical Example 

Recommended retail price* 

£10350.00 .. 


• £1 i ,485-00 

Deposit (50*) 

. . £5,74252 \ 

Balance 

£5,74248,= 

Total charge for credit 

mmmm 

local amount payable 


Term (months) 

• 2+’ f. # > 

Number of monthly payments - 

• - 24 • •- : 

Monthly payment 

. £23907 

FINANCE 

0% . } 


Interest free finance available on all Escorts 
Visit your Ford Dealer today. 


ESCORT. WHAT DO YOU DO IN YOURS? > 


• R ec o mme nd ed Ratal! Pries indudBng VAT at 17.5% a* *t I October, I W4. ••Incliide* VAT anrf £635.00 exomand on the road eon* for delivery, 12 manta road hind fame*, (W*nd number pfaas. tWrinwi quexadon* aniwJbW* on requtttfctm 
Fort Credti Europe pic, PO Bo* 46. BrflKVrood. Ena CM 1 3 3AR. Guarantees and indemnWe* mar be rwpored Branca tc provtdod Kiifect to sous to bw I 8V ontjt Certain ata&rtms at bushiest men are tnafigbia. ^fabtdet nut beregioend by 3LIQ-V4. 




-r^r 




J=J+ 


challenge is the 
famHnm baEmce between pub- 
sector activity.” 
'He trees dot think there is a 


the turn of the ceniuw. 

1, IKV 



inent having to raise taxes soon 

after theedcction, as long as the 
paotof growthbolds upas exp- 
ex^ next year. “As long as 
there ig •naming outrageously 
profligate in tins Budget, the 
Government’s fiscal position 
looks ». reasonable,” he said 


According to the Theasuxy's 
ecasts, the 


The big question, however. 

wil] be whether this government 

and the next can deliver on 
tough spending plans. The ex* 
isting plans call for little growth 
in reaf terms in public pending, 
with its share of gross domes- 
tic product felling from 42 per 
cent last year to less than 39 per 
cent in 1998-99. 

This requires the public sec- 
tor to turn on a sixpence and re- 
verse the trend of the past half 
century. As Mr Diktat puts it: 
“1 think the Chancellor will an- 
nounce very tight spending 
plans. If thev are to be hit 
there will be a great deal of pain 
jjuuiuou mnuu ju« w ~ in the public «cior. With a 
enough for Britain to qualify for complete rethink mg of public 
the European single currency, provision. If they are not bit, tax- 
Other economists reckon — -“ ,1 1 — * *■» " 
these forecasts are on the cau- 
tious side, the Treasury having 
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latest publiriied forecasts, 
•public-sector borrowing re- 
quirement - the gap between 
public expenditure and tax rev- 
enues — will be £26.9bn in the 
current financial year and 
£23.1bn next year. This 1997 
shortfall would be just low 
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been stung by criticism of ils ear- 
lier overoptimism. Revenues 
from corporation tax and value- 
added tax in tbe year to March 
turned out ta be £3bn lower 


es will hare to go up. 1 

The party political jousting 
next month will focus on the 
headline cuts in income tax, in the 
26 November Budget But the 
hidden agenda is me shape of 
eoverament wc are willing to pay 
for in the next century. 
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Public sector 
waiters keep 
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bAVID WALKER 


The season of mists and mellow 
fruitfulness is usually punctu- 
ated by the agonised screams of 
teachers, doctors, civfl servants 
and council employees who 
have been tipped off about 
how much less the Govern- 
ment proposes to spend on 
them during the year to come. 

But this autumn the silence is 
deafening. Despite Kenneth 
Qaxke, the ChaureQor, warning 
public employees there will be 
no. extra money for pay rises, 
despite the Govemtnenrs affir- 
mation that total public spend- 
ing can rise by only half a per 
cent nextyear, the usual parade 
of "bleeding stumps” is missing. 

Hue, the head of the Prison 
Service has complained publidy 
about the gap between the cost 
of accommodating the rising 
numbers of prisoners and the fi- 
nance allocated to jails. Univer- 
sity vice-chancellors, too, have 
been mattering ominously. Un- 
less more is allocated than, es- 


pecially for capital Spending, 
they have threatened to impose 
“top-up” fees on students. 

-But all in all public spending 
is far less of a problem than 
might have been predicted. 
One reason is that just before 
and after the last election there 
was a (politically useful) 
splurge. Between 1991-92 and 


1995-96 spending rose by almost 
2 per cent a year in real terms. 
Since then a new system of con- 
trol through a Cabinet com- 
mittee chaired by Michael 
Heseltinc, the Deputy Prime 
Minister, seems to have been ef- 
fective in keeping outlays inside 
planned totals. 

Another reason is that the 
pay of public employees has 
largely kept up with the private 
sector - but the Government 
has been able to accommodate 
the increases fay gradually whit- 
tling away at the total numbers 
employed, for example through 
contracting out services. 

But how long will this au- 
tumn’s relative peacefulness 
persist? The answer depends on 
how tightly the Government 
sticks to its ambition of push- 
ing downwards the proportion 
of national output that moves 
in and out of government cof- 
fers. It wants by the century’s 
end to push this figure down to 
38 per cent, from its current lev- 
el between 42 and 43 per cent 
(about the same as when the 
Tories took office in 1979). 
ThatwQJ require real pressure. 

all spending isiif heSth and ed- 
ucation where where people 
seem to want more, not less, 
spent. Moderate growth in 
health spending could very eas- 
ily come to look like cuts. 
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DAILY POEM 


Poem for a Man with No Sense of Smell 

By Kate Clanchy 

This is simply to informyow 


that the thickest line in the kink of my hand 
smells Eke the feel of an old school desk, 
the deep carved names nwn sleek with sweat; 


that beneath the spray of my expensive scent 
my armpits sound a bass note strot 
as the boom of a palm on a kettle t 


that the wet flush of my fear is sharp 
as the taste of tin iron pipe, midwinter, 
on a child's hot tongue; and that sometimes. 


in a breeze, the delicate hairs on the nape 
of my neck, just where you might bend 
your head, might hesitate and brush your Ups, 


hold a scenr frail and precise as a fleet 
Of any origami ships, just setting am to sea. 


KateOan^ last week won the Forward Prise for Best First 

»4assswrsa«ft?aS 

burgh and Oxford and now teaches in the East End of London, 
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Middle East: King’s visit underlines Arab unity in demand for Israeli withdrawal from Hebron 

Hussein 
returns 
in peace 
to West 
Bank 


PATRICK COCKBURN 

Jericho 

King Hussein relumed to the 
West Bonk yesterday for the first 
time since the Jordanian army 
was defeated here by Israel in 
1967. He landed by helicopter 
on the outskirts of Jericho, Lhe 
autonomous Palestinian en- 
clave, accompanied by Yasser 
Arafat, the Palestinian leader. 

The purpose of the meeting 
in Jericho was to underline 
Arab solidarity in demanding 
that Benjamin Netanyahu, the 
Israeli Prime Minister, fulfil 
the Oslo accords by withdraw- 
ing from most of Hebron. “I am 
happy to be on Palestinian 
land," said King Hussein at a 
joint press conference. 'We 
will support our brothers by all 
means." 

Palestinians lining the main 
road in Jericho, a sleepy town 
of 20.1XMI in the Jordan valley 
which gained autonomy in 1994, 
looked pleased that King Hus- 
v.sein was among them. Amil 
Amur, a local doctor, said: “It 
is better to have friends than en- 
emies on your side. Unfortu- 
nately the Americans are always 
with Israel” - 

MajitTAwali. a photographer 
specialising in portraits and 
passport photographs, said; "At. 
least the Arabs art gelling unit- 
ed." A number of photographs 
on the wall of his shop showed 
young men in Jericho, some in 
uniform, posing with sub- 


machine-guns or pistols. He 
agreed this could not have hap- 
pened before the Israelis left m 
1994, adding: “Before, people 
used to fight the Israelis with 
stones but now Palestinians 
have 40,000 guns. We feel safer, 
more confident." 

As King Hussein and Mr 
Arafat drove speedily into town 
in a motorcade, bystanders said 
they thought that Mr Net- 
anyahu would, eventually, with- 
draw from Hebron, but would 
otherwise concede little to the 
Palestinians. Ibrahim Balo. a 
middle-aged pharmacist, said: 
“Netanyahu will give us noth- 
ing on Jerusalem, withdrawal 
from the West Bank, Israeli set- 
tlements, Palestinian refugees or 
our own state." 

Conversations in the streets 
of Jericho were probably not 
very different from Lhose taking 
place inside Mr Arafat's head- 
quarters. At lhe press confer- 
ence the Palestinian lender 
suggested, somewhat mali- 
ciously since there is nothing Mr 
Netanyahu is less likely to ac- 
cept. that an international force 
protect the 400 Israeli settlers 
in Hebron “with the participa- 
tion of the American army". 

In abeyance is the rivalry 
between Mr Arafat and King 
Hussein for political control of 
the West Bank, which Jordan 
seized in 194S and annexed in 
1951. Although the King for- 
mally renounced his rights dur- 
ing the Palestinian intifada 



Brothers in arms: King Hussein of Jordan (left) with Yasser Arafat, bef or e their talks at the PLO leader's office in Jericho yesterday Photograph: Ratter 


(uprising), the Palestinian 
leadership remain suspicious 
that Israel would like to use him 
to minimise their authority on 
the West Bank. For the mo- 
ment, hewever, Mr Netanyahu's 
belligerence has forced the two 
rivals together. 

The Jericho talks threw into 


confusion the formal lsraeli- 
Palestinian negotiations which 
were meant to resume in laba 
in Egypt yesterday. Palestinians 
say little program ts being made, 
while Israel says agreement is 
not far off. 

The overall shape of a com- 
promise appears to be emerg- 


ing whereby Palestinian police 
will only cany pistols, not rifles, 
on the hills overlooking the 
Israeli settlements and in buffer 
zones. Hot pursuit by Israeli 
forces will only happen when 
accompanied by Palestinian 
police. 

Mr Netanyahu’s ability to 


string out the withdrawal from 
Hebron, which he had been do- 
ing since be won the election in 
May, has been reduced by his 
decision to open the tunnel in 
Jerusalem which provoked 
fighting in which 60 Palestini- 
ans and 15 Israelis were killed. 

Mr Arafat's position was 


strengthened. “Palestinians dis- 
covered they have a new 
weapon,' Danny Rubenstein, a 
specialist on the Palestinians, 
writes. “They can synthesise 
elements of civil disobedience 
in intifada style and the use of 
live weapons by the Palestinian 
forces." 


Court 

orders 

retrial 

ofSS 

killer 


ANDREW GUMBEL 

Rome 

Ah Italian appeal court Iasi 
night annulled the trial of Ench 
Pnebke. the former SS captain 
involved in the 1944 massacre 
of Jews and resistance figh ters 
at the Ardeatine Caves, outride 
Rome, ruling that the original 
trial judge had been biased 
from the outset and ordering 
the proceedings to start again 
from scratch. 

The Court of Cassation ac- 
cepted evidence by families of 
the victims that Judge Agosti- 
no QuisteUi of the Military 
Court bad decided to go easy on 
Priebke before the case came 
before him this s umm er. 

In July, Judge Quislelli 
found Priebke guilty of murder 
but exonerated him from a 
jail sentence because his crimes 
were- not grave enough to cir- 
cumvent the normal statute of 
limitations. 

The Ardeatine Caves mas- 
sacre, in which 335 men and 
boys were shot dead in retalia- 
tion for a partisan attack on an 
SS unit, is considered the 
supreme symbol of Nazi bar- 
barity during the German oc- 
cupation of Italy, and the 
verdict against Priebke was con- 
demned by the entire estab- 
lishment right up to the 
President. 

Because of this, Priebke was 
never let out of jail with the ex- 
cuse that he must stay behind 
bars pending proceeding? to ex- 
tradite him to Germany. 
Lawyers for the victims’ fami- 
lies unearthed a tape-recording 
in which Judge QuisteUi was 
heard to call the massacre “an 
old story” that did not deserve 
the severe approach most Ital- 
ians were clamouring for. 

The lawyers had presented 
simila r evidence, incriminating 
both the judge and the prose- 
cution, during the trial but had 
their petition for a re-trial 
turned down on that occasion. 
It is not dear if Priebke will go 
before the Military Court again 
or if the case will be transferred 
to a common-criminal tribunal 


Slovenes say they are the 
ideal recruits for Nato 


TONY BARBER 

Europe Editor 

Slovenia's Foreign Minister. 
Davorin Kraoin. predicted yesr 
lerday that his country would he 
among the first group of Cen- 
tral and East European coun- 
tries to join Nato. 

Speaking in London before 
talks with the Foreign and De- 
fenee Secretaries. Malcolm 
Rifkind and Michael Portillo. 
Mr Kracun said Slovenia's bid 
for membership aroused less 
concern in Russia than the ap- 
plications of other former Com- 
munist countries, because the 
former Yugoslav republic of 2 
million people had never been 
in Moscow's sphere of influence. 

“We expect to he in the first 
wave of enlarging Nalo,“ he 



Who is Cordelia in 
a wildly chaotic 
land? Page 12 


said. "Slovenia fulfils all the con- 
ditions for membership in Nato. 

“Slovenia is a stable democ- 
racy, has democratic control of 
lhe armed forces, and has no 
disputes with neighbours that 
we could describe as security 
risks.” Referring mainly to Rus- 
sia. he added: “Slovenia is 
among the candidates for Nato 
membership that arc less irri- 
tating lor ihi>se countries that 
don't see their future in the 
Nato Framework. Slovenia has 
never been in the Soviet sphere 
of interest." 

Slovenia, the most prosper- 
ous and liberal of the six re- 
publics of former Yugoslavia, 
secured independence in 1991 
after a brief but bloody war 
against the Serbian-led Yu- 
goslav army. The country man- 
aged to avoid any involvement 
in the conflicts in both Croatia 
and Bosnia, and its chief for- 
eign-policy goals since inde- 
pendence have been to join 
Nato and the European Union 
and to integrate itself com- 
pletely with the West. 

Na to is expected to issue in- 
vitations for membership next 
year to a limited number of for- 
mer Communist countries. The 
Czech Republic. Hungary, 
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Poland and Slovenia arc wide- 
ly coustdered to be the front- 
runners for inclusion in the 
alliance, a process that Nato 
would like to complete in time 
for its 50th anniversary in April 
1999. 

Mr Kracun said that, from 
Nato's point of view, one of the 
attractions of admitting Slove- 
nia was that it would ensure that 
Hungary’, an important prospec- 
tive member of the alliance, 
would not be geographically cut 
off from the rest or Nato. 

“There is a natural connec- 
tion between northern Italy 
and Hungary that goes through 
Slovenia, enabling Nato to have 


a link with Hungary on land." 
he said. 

This particular problem 
would not arise if Slovakia, 
which links Hungary with the 
Czech Republic, were consid- 
ered likely to be in Nato’s first 
wave of enlargement. 

However. Slovakia's 
chances of early Nato mem- 
bership have dimmed because 
of doubts among Western gov- 
ernments over the quality of 
democracy' and civil rights un- 
der Slovakia's Prime Minister. 
Vladimir Meciar. 

The geographical case for ad- 
mitting Slovenia appears rather 
more compelling than the pure- 
ly military one. since the coun- 
try’s armed forces are only 
15.000 strong. Mr Kracun said 
that Slovenia spent 1.7 per cent 
of its Gross Domestic Product 
on defence. 

Anti-military sentiment 
among young Slovenes was one 
of the main forces propelling 
Slovenia towards independence 
in the late 1980s but Mr Kracun 
pointed out thal this feeling was 
directed against the Serbian-led, 
Communist army. He noted 
that Slovenia now’ provided lo- 
gistical support for Nato's 
peacekeeping forces in Bosnia. 


Advertisement 


The recently published book, OpJB, is an account of how lan Fleming and Christopher 
Creighton, the book's author, led an expedition that brought Martin Bormann, Hitler's 
Secretary, to England at the war's end. The book has been the centre of sensational con- 
troversy. Bormann, as the sole executor of Hitler's will played an essential part in the 
disposal of Nazi assets in Swiss Banks. Bormann's authority to release such assets was 
the reason the Allies wanted him in England. This is a matter of supreme historical 
importance. In the interests of truth, a reward is hereby being made of 
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to anyone who can provide evidence that Operation James Bond did not take place. 

'CorrdiHonk of reward. Applicants must provide direct, flrjt-nand, factual cvidonce, not based on rumour, gossip, heresoy or opinion, provable in 
o court of lev. (hot Operation James Bond, at described in OpJB. did not toke place. Applicants must also be prepared to rebut and negate the evi- 
o'ence produced by Creighton, that OpJR did take piece. The facts to be relevant must have occurred fcerween January T 1945 end May 15 1945. 
This offer is open until December 31 1996 and only the first person providing such conclusive cvidance will receive- the £"20,000 reward. If legal cost; 
are involved, each side will 'pay its own. Applications to be sent To Operation James Bond, c/o Curti> frown, Haymarket. London. 
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Father’s daughter 
who holds key to 
political destiny of 
Mother Russia 


PHIL REEVES 
Moscow 


One of the sharper analogies 
used to describe Russia these 
days is that of ‘'King Lear”: an 
fl] and ageing potentate pre- 
siding over a wildly chaotic 
land, while his daughters - or, 
in this case, his daughter - 
stealthily assume control. 

The comparison is unfair to 
Tatyana Dyachenko, Mr 
Yeltsin's youngest child, who, 
though no Cordelia, has shown 
no sign of the greedy ambition 
of the mad king’s other two off- 
spring. Yet no list of Russia’s 
most powerful political figures 
can now be considered com- 
plete without her name. 

In the three months since her 
father was re-elected, she has 
become a key figure in his new 
administration, quietly working 
to bold it together in a period 
of economic and social strife 
and ferocious political infight- 
mg Some Russians have even 
begun to see her, rather than 
the president’s wife, Naina, as 
the first lady of the Kremlin. 

Apart from a few brief, edit- 
ed, television dips, Mr Yeltsin 
has remained out of sight while 
he prepares for his heart oper- 
ation. Although he has held 
official meetings, fired off de- 
crees, and co mmunicated with 
a disilhiskmed country by radio 
address, be has become an ab- 
sentee leader, ruling uneasily 
from his sanatorium. Master- 
minding this delicate opera- 
tion day-to-day is his 
chief-of-staff and erstwhile pri- 
vatisation guru, Anatoly 
Chubais. Bnt alongside him 
works the 36-year-old Thtyana. 

“She is the one who influ- 
ences her father most,” com- 
plained a former Kremlin 
insider, Vhlery Strelets ky, yes- 
terday in an interview in 
Moskovski Komsomolets news- 


paper. “She and Chubais block 
access to the president. They do 
not let anyone near him " His 
remarks were the latest instal- 
ment in a complex scandal that 
has erupted as Russia’s r uling 
clans grapple for power in the 
president’s absence. 

For days, allegations of em- 
bezzlement, attempted murder, 
and blackmail have been fl ying 
They centre on the activities of 
the murky National Sports 


Foundation, but they are' also 
rtofs 


thought to be part of an elabo- 
rate attempt by Mr Chubais (and 
therefore Tatyana) to discredit 
his arch-enemy. General 
Alexander Korzhakov, Mr 
Yeltsin’s former chief body- 
guard, who has been accused of 
frying to extort $40m. The mo- 
tive is simple: (o undermine the 
popular Alexander Lebed, an 
ally of Korzhakov, who wants to 
be the next president. 

And, although almost every 
detail of the scandal is disputed, 
no one disagrees with the broad 
claim that Mr Yeltsin’s daugh- 
ter is an active player in the pow- 
er game. “She is a link between 
the president and Mr Chubais,’’ 
said Viktor Kremenyuk, a po- 
litical analyst, “The two work 
very closely together.” 

Thtyana Dyachenko first be- 
came actively involved in poli- 
tics in February after pointing 
out to her father that his elec- 
tion cam paig n was in trouble. 
He overhauled his team and in- 
vited her to join it, which she 
did, despite having just given 
birth to her second son - the 


cause the president didn’t want 
it, that was iL It meant no. She 
had a very powerful veto," said 
Vyac heslav Nikonov, who 
worked cm the campaign. 

When there was bad news, 
she was the only one who knew 
bow to break a to her father. 
She diowed a sharp instinct far 
presentation - a valuable asset 
m an election where television 
proved important It was she 
who persuaded Mr Yeltsin’s 
guards to stop wearing sun- 
glasses because they looked 
too tfauggish. 

Tb date, she has remained 
largely behind the scenes, mind- 
ful, perhaps of the unpopular- 
ity of Raisa Gorbachev, whose 
bejewelled presence in the Kme- 


hght irritated many Russians. 

17 children were 


But when 11 

killed when a bus crashed with 
a train in the southern city of 
Rostov last month, it was she 
who flew to the region as the 
president’s representative. 

The question now exercuBug 
Kremlin watchers is what is 
her ultimate motive? Does she 
covet high office, or is she 
merely a loyal daughter, help- 
ing a troubled father? “What 
she cares about is her father’s 
place in history,” said Mr 
Nikonov, “She has shown no 


sign of having political ambi- 
tions of her own . But it is hard 


to be so sure. She is, alter an, 
a Yeltsin. 

Fresh doubts about Mr 


older one, 15-year-old Boris, is 
Some 


at Mflifield in Somerset Before 
long she was the chief go-be- 
tween between the campai gn 
staff and the president 
A mathematician by training, 
she is quieter and less volatile 
than her father, but she can be 
tough and strong-willed. “When 
she said no to something, be- 



French news 
strike greets. 
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Paris 


The B«c ta g< rtB a gtt pre- 
sented its to par- 

l ament emrial 

one that determines whether 
France wiD meet the&xteria for 

renepby 

'stofewariidi|ieodedon 
„ stefday's £gtnre£ however, 
there was precious little drama 
of the sort that surrounds Bud- 
get day in BritenL 
Most of the measures, from 
the R6ffim(£73) worth Of sav- 
ings to Fr25hn worth of tax cuts 
were Irnowh in advance, thanks 
to a heavy programme of ad- 
vance pubheityhy the govern- 
ment. Even if there had been 
any shocks, thongfr, they would 


to reduce the budget deficit iu 
the Maastricht-required 3 per 
cent of gross domestic product, 
the “better targeting trfaidlbr 
jobs (actually taSaog a severe 
cut), and the levels ufspending 
being maintained. They said 
that the biggest savings would 
come from tower debt repay- 
ments (because of lower inter- 
est rales) and from the next 
war’s net zero contribution to 

». _ . * k... 4 iut 
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the European Union budget 
because or “goodi 


The raqarity of the strongly 
unionised journalists were on 
strike for the day m -protest 
against a chuzse of the tax pack- 
age that Would phase out spe- 
cial allowances 


news] 

were emasculated, the state 
monopoly n e w ag e n cy, Agencc 
Ranee Ptesse, produced a bare 
(Set of foreign news, and the 24- 
hour news radio station played 
music. Few, if any, of today’s 
newspapeisareBaaytoi 
The got 


Yeltsin's bypass operation arose 
yesterday with a report that he 
was suffering from low haemo- 
globin levels in his blood. The 
claim was made by Echo 
Mo&kvy radio station, which 
said the problem was such that 
few surgeons would recom- 
mend an operation in the fore- 
seeable future. Itwas denied by 

the Kremlin, which said that 

preparations for the operation Power behind the throne: Tatyana Dyachenko, who was instnanantal ta'rmdMngWj 
were going according to plan” faltering election campaign and is how ‘the one who Wluence»h|nnio^"^ ^ 


presentation had been designed 
to font pubfic resistance to in- 
evitable qpeodsog aits. Reports 
in eariy summer of the tens of 
mouisnditcfiobsthat would have 
.to bo cut in the public sector vrac 

J aneaaatcd fay eariy autumn to 
5,600* a figure confirmed yes- 
terday. The prime minister, Alain 
\ went on television six 
ago to “sell” the start of 
^l-t^ fiyo^rear “tax-reduction pro- 
gramme”. The response was 


pgdespread cynicism, but the 
government pressed on. 

- IflitrodudQg the budget bill 
yesterday, Jean Arthurs, the 
EcotexnyMmistez; and die Bud- 
get Monster, Alain Lamassoure, 
AP | stressed the efforts being made 


D management’ 

The budget, Mr Arthuissaid, 
“goes as far as is possible with- 
out jeopardising social cohe- 
sion . Some modest tux cuts ore 
for next year, at the ex- 
tremes of the tax system. but the £ 
plight of the journalists ill us- 
trates tire difficulties of re- V 
forming France’s outdated and 
complex tax system. 

Under a measure introduced 
in 1934 to help impecunious 
freelances, journalists were 
awarded a 30 per cent tax ex- 
emption that has persisted ever 
since. Although the benefit has 
acquired a ceiling of Fr50,(XX). 
the beneficiaries now treat the 
concession as a right. 

■Madrid — Hundreds of thou- 
sands of Spanish trade union- 
ists held a nationwide day of 
protest against government aus- 
terity measures yesterday, in the 
first big mobilisation since the 
conservative Popular Party 
came to power last March. 

The day of action was 
launched by students, teachers 
and parents in a midday demon- 
stration outside the Education 
Minisfry in Madrid against what 
unions called “a savage attack 
by the gprernment on public ed- 
ucation”. Yesterday evening 2 
million public-sector workers 
took to the streets throughout^ 
Spain in opposition to a off 
freeze for public employees. 

The government insists the 
measures are necessary to 
make Spain ready for a single 
European currency in 19V9. 
Union bosses meet tomorrow to 
decide on further action, which 
could include a general strike. 
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Dole may go for the jugular i 



RUPERT CORNWELL 

Washington 

Bob Dole is wanning up for today's 
vital San Diego debate with Bill 
Cli nton with what aides said would 
be his most biting attack yet on the 
ethics record of the President and 
his administration amid strong 
signs that he will after all make Cal- 
ifornia ihe centrepiece of his strug- 
gling bid for the White House. 

Under mounting pressure from 
his political advisers to strike hard 
and even low if necessary, Mr Dole 
has daily been edging closer to a 
frontal assault on the character Is- 
sue. The menu, moreover, is cer- 
tainly rich - ranging from the 
dispute over improper White 
House access to FBI personnel 
files to Mr Clinton’s apparent re- 
fusal to rule out presidential par- 
dons for associates convicted in the 
Whitewater affair, and now the con- 
troversy over campaign contribu- 
tions to the Democrats from 
Indonesian business figures. 

A speech yesterday in San Diego 
was set to be a foretaste of what Mr 
Clinton could expect in the “town- 
ball” debate at the city's universi- 
ty tonight. 

If the candidate is now to take off 
the gloves, then the reaction of 
most Republican activists is “and 
about time too”. 

With only three weeks left before 
voting day. and a daunting lead to 
overcome, party strategists are dis- 
mayed how in the two previous de- 
bates neither Mr Dole nor his 
running-mate. Jack Kemp, have tak- 
en opportunities served up on a 
platter to go after Mr Clinton on the 
terrain where they believe he is most 
vulnerable. 

But whether the new strategy will 
work is another matter. Mr Dole is 
a prisoner of his own image and gen- 



High hopes: Bob Dole with Ms campaign plane in Kansas City before he set off for California and the debate 'with Bill Clinton 


eration. Try as he might to appear 
otherwise, he continues to come 
across as a loveable but slightly cur- 
mudgeonly grandfather padding 
around the country in carpet slip- 
pers. 

He appears decent and upright to 


be sure, compared to the slippery Mr 
Clinton, but somehow Mr Dole is 
a man who is living more in the past 
than the future. 

The risk is. as every political 
commentator is quick to point out, 
that if be does go negative, Mr Dole 


may further disenchant the voters 
who have long since signalled that 
they are fed up with mud-slinging. 

The tactics too can only rekin- 
dle the image of the “mean" Bob 
Dole of elections past, the joyless 
hatchet-man who fell to unlament- 


ed defeat in his two previous White 
House bids in 1980 and 1983. 

But with desperation creeping 
into their calculations, the campaign 
seems to have concluded there is 
nothing to lose. 

So too have the American media. 


Photograph: Jim Bourgfflteuter 


hardly less desperate to inject some 
excitement and controversy into a 
contest whose dynamics have not 
changed a whit since early summer. 

With public interest thus far min- . 
imal - audiences for the two tele- 
vised debates thus far down by 40 


per cent on their 1992 counterparts 

- scarcely, a. day passes without a 
spate of front-page headlines won- 
dering when Mr Dole will raise the 
ethics, quest ion. Indeed, the “E- 
wokL" has now supplanted the lib- 
eral “L-wortT for pride of place in 
American political jargon. 

But “going ethical” is not tbc only- 
quandary facing the Dole cam- 
paign as It scrambles to decide how 
best to use the. candidate’s money 

and time in the 20 days remaining 

until 5 November. 

The word now is that despite op- 
position from some advisers,' Cal- 
tfomia will be a lop priority target, 
even if that means devoting less at- 
tention to traditionally pivotal in- 
dustrial and Midwestern states 
such as New Jersey, Illinois and 
Pennsylvania. 

But the logic is dear. No Re- 
publican has won the presidency 
without carrying California, whose 
54 electoral-college votes alone 
aie'afiftbof the 270 needed for vic- 
tory. A month ago, Mr Dole's task 
; seemed impossible. 

But the campaign is taking fresh 
heart from an opinion poll by tbc 
respected Field organisation show- 
ing Mr Ctinton’s (cad in the state 
has come down from an unassail- 
able 20 point or more to just 10 - 
smaller than the President's ad- 
vantage nation-wide. 

Another factor has been intense 
pressure from Republicans on 
Capitol Hill, led by Newt Gin- 
grich, not to abandon California. 

Deprived of a strong top-of- 
the-ticket presence in the state, Mr 
Gingrich fears the party could lose 
several of its 27 Congressional 
seats next month, imperilling both 
the Republicans' current slim ma- 
jority in the House of Represen- 
tatives and his own tenure as 
Speaker. 


China warns Hong Kong over escaped dissidents 


STEPHEN VINES 

Hong Kong 

Peking has accused the United 
States and Hong Kong govern- 
ments of encouraging dissi- 
dents to flee China after the 
Tiananmen Square massacre 
in 1989, in which several 
hundred pro-democracy dem- 
onstrators died. 

Shen Guofang, a spokesman 
for the Foreign Ministry, yes- 
terday confirmed that the lead- 
ing dissident Wwig Xizhe had 
sUpped out of China into Hong 


Kong. He is now believed to be 
in San Francisco. China usual- 
ly turns a blind eye to the escape 
of dissidents, being reluctant to 
highlight their departure and of- 
ten glad to be rid of them. But 
Mr Shen's remarks suggest a 
change of attitude which, he 
hinted, was prompted by Hong 
Kong's reversion to Chinese 
rule next year. 

It is dear that the British 
colony's traditional role as a cen- 
tre for asylum seekers will end 
next July.’ Mr Sbcn said: “I am 
sure Hong Kong will become an 


international financial, eco- 
nomic and trade centre. It will 
not be a centre for other things”. 

Tong Chi-wah, the leading 
contender for the post of Chief 
Executive of the new Hong 
Kong government under Chi- 
nese sovereignly, yesterday 
made a rare statement on pol- 
icy. saying he was sure the 
territory would forge an extra- 
dition agreement with China, 
and, if he were Chief Executive, 
he would “act according to the 
law", meaning that political 
fugitives would be handed over. 


The colony has, historically, 
given refuge to some of Asia's 
leading revolutionaries, includ- 
ing Sun Yat Sen, who founded 
the Chinese republic, and Ho 
Chi Minh, the leader of the 
Vietnamese revolution. 

Referring to those who have 
given -shelter to Chinese dissi- 
dents, Mr Shen said: “We hope! 
the countries concerned will not 
have the slightest ambiguity in 
cracking down on illegal and se- 
cret immigration". He accused 
Mr Wang and his “plotters” of 
“illegally and secretly crossing 


the border”. Mr Wang is one of 
the last internationally known 
dissidents to be either at liber- 
ty or still in China. He was first 
jailed inl974 after putting up a 
wall poster in Guangzhou, 
southern China, which protest- 
ed at repression in the last 
yeans of MaoTke-tutig’s rule. He 
was rc-arrested in 1981 on 
charges of spreading counter- 
revolutionary propaganda and 
forming an opposition group. 

According to Robin Munro, 
of the US-based Human Rights 
Watch Asia, China b3S effec- 


tively snuffed out dissident ac- 
tivity in recent years, leaving 
only a handful of active oppo- 
sition leaders. Whng Dan, one 
of the best-known former stu- 
dent activists from the Tianan- 
men protests, is likely to go on 
trial again this week. He is 
charged with the capital offence 
of subversion. 

Because there are so few ac- 
tive Chinese dissidents at large 
it seems strange the government 
should suddenly raise the spec- 
tre of an international plot to 
aid those trying to escape. 


It is estimated that up to 800 
dissidents have been smuggled 
out since 1989, mostly by the 
Hong Kong-based Operation. 
Yellow Bird underground rail- 
way, whose existence is well 
known to China. ' 

Only once, in 1990, did the 
government kick up a fuffi about 
asylum seekeh. fleeing to Hong 
Kong. This was when the swim- 
ming champion Yan Yan re- 
fused to leave the colony when 
returning from an internation- 
al competition. China de- 
manded that Britain hand him 


over and threatened reprisals if 
he failed to return. He was, how- 
ever, allowed to go to Taiwan. 
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Cradle of Spanish theatre restored 




Miguel de Cervantes: Spain’s greatest writer, bom in Alcala 
de Henares, site of Europe’s first popular open-air theatre 


ELIZABETH NASH 

Alcala de Henares 

Ttoo inquisitive drama students 
stepped into a crumbling former 
cinema in a town just outside 
Madrid and after years of 
painstaking labour, uncovered 
Europe's first popular open-air 
commercial theatre, dating 
from 1601. 

Unlike its equivalent, Shake- 
speare’s Globe m London, 
which had to be rebuilt from 
scratch, the Cervantes Theatre 
at Alcala de Henares, whose 15- 
year restoration is nearing com- 
pletion, was revealed by peeling 
away layer upon layer of accu- 
mulated theatrical history. 

The discovery, in the home 


Miguel de Cervantes, has left 
Globe enthusiasts breathless 
with admiration; “It is a re- 
markable treasure of which we 
are deeply envious,” said the di- 
rector of education at the 
Globe, Patrick Spottiswoode, 
following a visit to the theatre 
at Akala earlier this inonth. The 
Globe's chief academic adviser, 
Andrew Gurr, hailed the Span- 
ish discovery as “the most tan- 


gible representation of the his- 
tory of European theatre that 
there*." 

MignelAngilCbso, now a di- 
rector of the Cervantes Theatre, 

said he had no idea what he 
would find when he and Juan 
Sanz first peeped into tbe dark- 
ened building in the spring of 
1980, then being used as a 
warehouse. “Our first discovery 
was evidence of a Romantic 
theatre built in 1831 with a rare 
elliptical auditorium. But then 
we began to think that beneath 
this lay a much eafikx corral de 
comeaias , an open-air theatre 
built in tbe patio of the sur- 
rounding houses.” 

Historical allusions to such a 
theatre beside the town’s an- 


vantes Square, set the two 
students on a 16-year quest 
whose success owes much to 
Spain’s centuries-long devo- 
tion to paperwork. “We found 
a document showing that a car- 
penter, Francisco Sanchez, ob- 
tained the town hall’s per- 
mission in 1601 to baM an 
open-air theatre on this site and 
that he paid a tax to ensure his 
was the only entry-paying 


theatre in town. He wanted to 
make money from it,” Mr Ceso 
cxpffins, as he steps carefully 
amid scafCokfiog and 17£b-cen- 
tnry timbers, 

The theatre remained muse 


local authorities etosed k from 
time to tune over the ixaatnries 
bocauseofpfegue,mdefax®oe 
to the death of aloafc.aCiel- 
lowing complaints &c®n--fee 
university dial students Were 


Documents record com- 
plaints of rowdy behaviour. 


performances and, in 1767, the 
unruly trading of “oranges, 
sweets, appks, chestnuts and 


ties had to be banned, and 
smoIdx^allbwedcmlymcnKri- 

dors. Sometimes the army had 
to intervene to restore order. 

Excavation beneath accu- 
mulated nibble and later addi- 
tions confirmed the original 
patio bad aoobbfestooe floor for 
the gr0tm(fling& a separate bal- 
cony area for women, tiered lat- 
eral benches for men and 
private boxes for the well-to-do. 


two of which remain. A few pri- 
vate bones were accessible only 
bom the neighbouring houses 
- the owners agreeing to trade 
then loss of use of the jpatio for. 
what amounted to a gratis sub- - 
st ajpti pn to every peifoixaanoe. 
... Architects also uncovered 
as ancient weB, to the amuse- 
ment of one of Alcala’s local off 
wfao on a -recent visit 

recalled that tK> one Kked sitting 

in that corner cgf tbe old cine- 
ma because it was always, so 

I couM smell 

ghosts of people wfej tod been 
'tore and played tiwtie. It’s 
warm with- layexsof theatri c al 
history," saidMr Spottiswoode 


Rich written eride&ceofcon- 

.strocti£HicoftoacS& actors’ fives 
and xbeafre procedures uncov- 
ered by Mr COSo and Mr Sanz 
provideda priceless bonus, ao- 
coxtfir®toPrctfesscr Gun. “We 
have so few documents and so 
much argument about them. 
They have done a superb job of 
re tri e vin g the essentials of the 
origjattf building with absolute 
fidefitf.” 
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Sifoarto’s %mboi«rc The statue of ‘Ouistthotu^™^™ 

by the President yesterday Photograph. AP 

Suharto meets 
East Timor 
Nobel winner 




aukotarumalos 

Associated Presi Writer 


met East' 


" - . : '*■ c c f ^ r. 

1 9 S4 end z+ti-d who 


m tfie territory tmtineinac mcn- 
tioned the 21-year crash 

its independence movement. 

Tbe President, voting East 
'nmoartohfflxmhateagiaatstat- 
ueoOesus Christ as a gesture 
of (dijgiQUi tolerance, shook 



XnpenesBelo and took a heu- 
copter with him. But the 
bishpp^d later that the two 



Dispatches returns on Thursday nights for 
its tenth series of outstanding weekly 
investigative reports. The award-winning 
current affairs series consistently 
challenges accepted thinking and the 
official version of events. 


'BSE: The Humou link? ' 

(26.1.94 j. Three years before the 
Government admitted that BSE cculd 
enter the human food chain, Dispatches 
exposed the possible (ink between 
BSE and its human equivalent, CJD- 




DISPATCHES 

THURSDAYS 9PM 



dcntmd not mention the No- 
bel Peace Prize that he shared 
fest Friday with the resistance 
leader Jose Ramos-Horta for 
fbeir opposition to Indonesia's 
d nmfnati rm of foe former Por- 

East Tim- 

orjn !976. As many as 260,000 
peopfe were killed by military 
acticnvdiseasc or starvation in 
the fest fiveyeais of Indonesian 


rule. Human rights groups say 
Indonesian troops have tor- 
traed. beaten and killed civilians 
of In- in attempts to stifle separatist 
’sJ'fo- aspirations. Mm 

ishop President Suharto, who uflj* 
&ruK derod the 1975 invasion, ws Un- 
mcn- ven from the airport through 
crash streets cleared by security 
tenu forces. In a speech outside the 
l East governor's office, he crapha- 
it stat- sized his government's achievc- 
ssture meats in building roads and 
shook schools and raising incomes in 
Felipe East Timor, 
iheii- He struck a drum force times 

at the and signed plaques to inaugu- 
e two rate the 56ft black marble stat- 
presi- ue, a road, three bridges and a 
e No- street named after bis wife, 
hared Ibu Hen. "The construction of 
stance this statue shows foal after 
ta for East Timor became part of In- 
icsia's doneaa, values that are religious 
tPoc- and sacred continue to grow and 
expand” he said. 

t Tim- Mr RamosrHorta called the 
10,000 statue “a joke in poor taste", 
ilitary The visit was a stunt to signal 
ion in Indonesian sovereignty, he said 
nesian in Sydney, Australia. 


significant shorts 


•'The Loss of ihe Marchioress' £. 12.93 
By revealing crucial new evidence in th-c <in;<:ng or 
rhe pleasure boat. Dispatches forced the re-coenma 
ef the inquest into the victims track deaths. 


A trimqphabt JGrg Haider 

was now ast 
rious contender for power in 
AnsihSBuS|^ng the party’s 
' 27.frp#S&rtwte in the elec- 
tions to foe European parlia- 
mentMr Haider said years 
spent trying to demonise him 
had failed and that his open- 
ly xenophobic party repre- 
sented the genuine voioe of the 
people. Adrian Bridge 

Radiation fear 
in Belarus 

Sciertti^ts have protested 
against plans to allow the Be- 
larus military to destroy villages 
contaminated in 1986 bythe 
Chernobyl nuclear power 
plant disaster. Radiologists 
said the military would cause 
fires and explosions, raising ra- 
diation levels 1,000 times 
above normal and spreading 
radioactive dust up to 25 miles 
away. Tbe plan to have the mil- 
itary fire on tbe homes with 
tanks and raze the villages 
was broached by President 
Alexander Lukashenko. AT 

Dinosaur steps 
take a walk 

The world’s only known set of 
fossilised Stegosaurus foot- 


Showdcfwnfia* 
communists on 
‘Sweeteners” 

The head of foe French Com- 
munist Party, Robert Hue, 
and his predecessor, the un- 
apologetic Stalinist, Georges 
MarcEais, are to be ques- 
tioned in connection with a 
long-running corruption scan- 
dal related to party funding. 
Tbe case centres on allegations 
that a company linked to the 
Communist Party accepted 
“sweeteners” totalling Frl3bn 
from tbe giant Compognic 
Generate des Eaux, which re- 
ceived building contracts by re- 
turn. Mary Dqjevsky Paris 

Mudim women 
on the move 

The Saudi monarch King Rihd 
wishes to increase job oppor- 
tunities for women. The coun- 


130 million years ago, have 
been stolen from sacred abo- 
riginal land north of Broome 
in Western Australia. The 
Kimberley Land Council said 
the theft was discovered last 
w*Mk and power tools must have 
beep used to remove the prints. 
“The footprints have great 
spiritual significance for our 
people,” Joseph Roe, foe cus- 
todian of the site. said. AF 


of the 17 million inhabitants. 
Saudi women are banned from 
jobs that may bring them into 
contact with men who are not 
dose relatives. AT Jeddah 

Cdcgnefe peace 
waUdemdisted 

Germany’s best -known jxunfwt 
monument, the “Wuling Wall" 
of Cologne, was demolished on 
Monday. The cardboard Ixwks, 
bearing messages denouncing 
violence, sprung up during 
the Gulf war. ana was a focus 
for resistance to German par- 
tidpaiion in a Bosnian peace- 
keeping force. Imre Kanes ^ 

BalyMadorma 

The pop anger Madonna. 
yesterday gave birth to a girL 

Ltxtrdcs Maria Cfcontc L5»r 

was bom at Good Samariurw 
Hospital. John L/tde x m r itf 1 

WmmL 
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r I l w0 back and one step for- 

8 ward. The IRA resumes its bomb- 
I -A- ing campaign on the island of Ire- 
f i land, and a week later a ‘‘breakthrough 
in the peace process is announced. Coo- 
fusing it may be, but contradictory it is 
not. Progress towards permanent peace 
in Northern Ireland is bound to be slow 
and stuttering* with plenty of pitMs 
along the way. But it is still progress. 

Right now the const raining factor is 
that politicians in Northern Ireland and 
Britain are in pre-election limbo. The 
short term pursuit of political support 
inevitably dominates the longer term 
negotiations for peace. In the circum- 
stances, any progress - not least the deal 
David Uimble and John Hume came up 
with this week - is extremely hearten- 
ing. It shows that there are votes, as well 
as lives, in peaceful negotiation rather 
than violence and belligerence. 

The agreement between Trimble’s 
Ulster Unionist party and Hume's 
/.SDLP over decommissioning has been 
long time coming. Right horn the 
( start it was evident to all that the para- 
militaries on both sides would not give 
up their weapons before talks began. 
Placing guns and bombs at the top of 
the talks agenda was at best a delaying 
tactic by the Unionists, at worst sabo- 
tage. The deal itself will not change 
much: the parties have agreed merely 
to disagree, and to set discussions of 
decommissioning alongside the main 
political talks. However, the fact of 


agreement is a sign that things are mov- 
ing in the right direction. 

Until now, the Ulster Unionists have 
stuck with the hard line set by Ian Pais- 
ley's Democratic Unionists: guns first, 
then talks. Curiously the IRA’s rein- 
stated bombing campaign has given 
Tnmble more leeway in discussion 
with the moderate nationalists. So long 
as Sinn Fein is outside the talks (which 
is as long as the IRA goes on blowing 
people up) there is no risk that Trim- 
ble will be seen to be giving in to repub- 
lican terrorists. Nevertheless, be is still 
talking to Northern Ireland Catholics. 
For Unionist and nationalist parties to 
be negotiating is vital, regardless of 
whether the paramilitaries are involved. 

Even more cheering is the fact that 
Trimble and Hume haw made this deci- 
sion in this pre-election climate. Both 
face fierce competition for votes from 
the more extreme elements in their 
respective communities. And both have 
presumably made a calculated decision 
that they have votes to gain on this deal. 
In June, Hume's SDLP lost support to 
Sinn Fein during the elections to the 
Forum from which negotiating teams 
were drawn. Hume will be hoping that 
Sinn Fein’s record 15.5 per cent share 
of the vote reflected direct support for 
Gerry Adams, and as such represented 
a vote for peace. Now that the IRA has 
shattered hopes of a ceasefire it must 
be hoped that much of that nationalist 
vote will return to the SDLP. 






Trimble, similarly, has to guard his 
flank against the Democratic Unionists. 
A vote for Paisley is a vote against any 
negotiations at alL By proceeding with 
talks now, Trimble is gambling that 
Protestant voters would rather have 


negotiations than stalemate. Trimble has 
followed Hume in making the leap of 
faith that voters prefer peace and com- 
promise to conflict-ridden status quo. In 
next year's general election, the people 
of Northern Ireland will get their own 
chance to leap, and give their more 
moderate representatives a mandate for 
peace. 

Between now and the election, how- 


ever, further progress seems unlikely. 
The British government is equally 
bound by politics and the imminent 
election. John Major may not - yet - 
be directly beholden to the Unionists 
for support in Westminster. However 
he would be a brave man if he did any- 
thing to jeopardise Unionist votes in 
the Commons before an election. And 
the nationalists will inevitably have lit- 
tle confidence in bis ability to act as an 
honest broker in the meantime. 

But after the election? Surprisingly it 
is not so much a change of government 
that will make a difference to Northern 
Ireland as a strong government Whether 



thing for the peace process is that' die 
government is not dependent on the sup; 

Am a Mali* fLw 1 ^ 1 AIVIlAf* * 


the surface, a Blair government 


to that pursued by Major. Labour has 
made a conscious effort to stick close to 
the Conservatives’ official position on 
Northern Ireland. And Mo Mowlam, 
Labour’s -Narfhern Ireland spokes- 
woman, has gone to great lengths to 
build relationships with all sides. 

Beneath the apparent consensus, 
however, an important under lying dif- 
ference remains. The Tbries start mom 
the union; Labour doesn’t. Of course 
John Major is willing to compromise to 
achieve a permanent peace, but his gut 
instinct is that the union should remain 
intact. Labour's base position is con- 
sent A Blair-led government is there- 
fore more open to a framework which 
allows for material change in Northern 
Ireland’s relationship to the rest of the 
UK and to the Irish Republic. 

But for the lifetime of the. next gov- 
ernment the broad brush approach of 
any party with a large enough major- 
ity is likely to be roughly the same. 
What may matter most is the commit- 
ment, and. time a new Prime Minister 
is prepared to devote to the troubles 
across the water. A fresh, enthusiastic 
Labour PM will have many matters to 
which he will want to devote attention: 
education, employment, and Europe 


for a start But he will nded to keep his 
eye on the ball 

The best prospect for now is that the 
■process begun by Major continues to 
stumble on, sometimes forwards, some- 
. times backvrards,Mmeti!^ 
sometimes stalling. It will occasionally 
deliver. But every time it does, as it did 
the night before last, we move a pigeon 
' step aw^ frtto the political vacuum and 
. violence that nas plagued us all too long. 

One for the road 
to employment 

A year’s free supply of best bitter 
for the Policy Studies Institute, 
which was commissioned by the 
Department of Education and Employ- 
ment to look at factors marking men 
in long-term unemployment It found 
that pub-goers who lose their jobs get 
back to work more quickly than non- 
drinkers. It’s not the beer, but the con- 
viviality. Along with suggestions for the 
330 at Newmarket the saloon bar is a 
good place to pick up tips about jobs. 
Another counter-intuitive finHmg is 
that men with a negative view of work 
fare better than those with a favourable 
line. Could it be that employers prefer 
bolshie types who can't get away from 
work to the pub quick enough? 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


UK consumer 
recovery is 
built on sand 

Sir: Diana Coyle (“Failure to invest 
could kill recovery", 15 October) is 

■ v *>ht to argue that investment is the 

■ • lo lasting recovery. 

The situation is even more 
serious than she describes. It is now 
1 7 ouarters since Britain hit the 
hough of the recession. Total 
investment in the economy is just 
6.5per cent higher now than then. 
Atthe same point in the recovery 
af cr the 1981 recession it had risen 
b; almost 23 percent. 

’ Worse still, investment in 
nanufacturing is actually lower 
row than it was when Britain was in 
recession. Indeed it is lower now 
tian in 1979. 

With Britain’s industries in the 
ioldnims this consumer recovery is 
^uilt on sand. 

The truth is that the Tories have 
not got the fundamentals of our 
economy right. They have handed 
our economic competitors an 
enormous advantage by failing to 
invest in the new skills and 
technologies that are the key to 
i future success. 

I Wc arc 34th in the world skills 
(league, wc invest less in our 
Aadusuy than any of our major 
A “Tripoli tors and we have fallen 

C irxira 13lh lo 18th place in the 
Ivorld prosperity league. 

It will be for Labour to prepare 
ur economy for the future by 
iving people of all ages the chance 
i improve their skills, putting 
nemployed young people back to 
Vork and encouraging investment 
v business. 

Only then will Britain have a 
beovery that is meaningful - and 
pat will last. 

Llan MILBURN MP 
Partington, Lah) 

ahotir spokesman on Treasury and 
conomy Affairs 
}foiiscaf Commons 
ondon SITI 


in In the recent spate of promises 
' clump down on those who 
croungc from the long-suffering 
ixpayer (“Yesterday at the 
on fere nee". 10 October), one 
iffender seems to have gone 
nnniiced. This is the employer 
i’ho pays his employees a wage low 
:n»*ugh to make them eligible for 
; unify Income Support, paid from 
; public money. 

V. * 1 suggest that the next Budget 
should include provision for 
oxution which would recover from 
*uch employers the supplement 
which we pay to raise people's 
income the level required for the 
most basic needs. 

Why \hnuld the taxpayer 
! subsidise thisc entrepreneurs so 
inefficient that their companies can 
function only as sweat shops or so 
shamcL--> dial they allow the rest 
of ua to help meet their wage bills? 
LEONARD PRrDE 
ClCCfdlt'tllOn, 

I Vest Yorkshire 

Sir At the Conservative Party’ 
conference, Peter Ulley extolled 
the success of the ‘‘hotline’’ 
enabling people to inform on social 
security’ fraudsters. Fine. However. 
1 understand that even more 
money is lost to the Treasury by tax 
Ayasion. 

.grange, therefore, that the 
Government has not set up a 
similar “hotline" lo enable U5 to 
inform on tax evaders. I wonder 
why. Could it be that too many of 
these dodgers might turn out iu be 
Conservative voters? 

TAYLOR 



Michael BeatKs Britain: Magazme Award 


Men’s Hour? I’d 
run a mile 

Sir Saw me from “Men's Hour” as 
advocated by Jack O’Sullivan (9 
October >. I'm a “stay at home and 
look after the kids" dad, and the last 
thing I need is a radio programme 
telling how my penis works. 

Seventy-five per cent of 
Woman's" Hour seems to me to be 
about reproductive organs and 
nervous tension, that and eating 
disorders. 

IVc tried meeting other dads for 
coffee afternoons and it doesn't 
j work - men are egotistical and 
cannot stand listening to other men 
telling them the story of their lives, 
let along plumbing problems. 

.As for shaving foam, try shaving 
in the shower, using ordinary soap, 
and a razor blade lasts for months. 
STEVE OLDFIELD 
London R3 


Our betrayal of 
St Helena 

Sir Anodicr “colonial fight" 
remains lo be won, apart from that 
in Hong Kong (“Fight the last 
colonial fight. Sir Christopher”. 3 
October). 

As a recent visitor to the island 
of St Helena. I could not help but 
become aware of the sadness, even 
bitterness, among the people there 
that a promise by an English king, 
Charles II, that the “natives of St 
Helena arc to be free denizens of 
England" has been broken, and 
that I heir rights of British 
citizenship have been removed. 

Their case is succinctly P ut In the 
ooeninc oacc of the report bv the . . 


on Citizenship, published this year: 
“A grave injustice has been done. 
Inadvertently, Great Britain has 
disinherited some of her own 
citizens. 

In 1659 the English took 
possession of and settled the 
uninhabited island of St Helena. 

In 1673, King Charles II 
confirmed by Royal Charter that 
the island was to be regarded in 
perpetuity as a detached part of 
England, and its inhabitants as 
among its citizens. 

• In 1 833, an Act of Parliament 
misdassified St Helena as a colony, 
but did not repudiate the Royal 
Charter. In 1981, an Act of 
Parliament reinterpreted the 1833 
Act, so that it did repudiate it.” 

I believe it would be right and 
proper if the citizenship of “The 
Saints" could be reviewed and their 
British citizenship restored. 

DENYS WHATMORE 
Cheltenham, Gloucestershire 


Switch off crime 

Sir: Michael Howard? The man’s a 
genius, "No convicted felon will be 
allowed a driving licence" (report, 

8 October) - even now I can hear 
those crime figures ooxne crashing 
down. But why stop there? 

Ban TV licences tore Surely the 
thought of no EastEnders or 
Coronation Street will cause the 
criminal element to reflect upon 
their wretched lives and realise that 
no crime would be worth the risk. 
TOMCADEN 
Sheffield, 

South Yorkshire 


The evidence for 
Surrey generosity 

Sin I suggest that Peter Popbam, in 
his review of Surrey (“Down the A3 
lo the Middle Ages”, 12 October), 
takes a look at himself when he 
uses the term “mean-minded”. His 
citing of the tiresome 13-year-old 
schoolboy golfer, and his equally 
tiresome problem, was typical of 
the tabloid papers which The 
Independent professes to despise. . 

The article was incredibly one- 
sided, Has he been round the “real 
Surrey”? All that whingeing, 
smacks of the “have-nots” 
resenting the “haves" - Old and 
New Labour’s “politics of envy". 
NICHOLAS COX 
RedhiU, Surrey 

Sin Though no one would defend 
the incident that inspired Peter 
Popbam to journey down the A3, 
the general picture of Surrey he 
presents will mislead your readers, 
and should be corrected. 

It is, no doubt, fun to write about 
pop stars and St George’s Hill, but 
more representative, though less 
dramatic, are Surrey’s garden 
centres, its old-fashioned (and 
courteous) driving habits, its public 
services that work as they should. 

Come, shopping in Weyb ridge on 
Saturday mornings, Mr Popham, or 
walk along the Thames at Wilton 
Bridge. You will certainly see a 
citizenry 3t ease with itself, not 
impoverished, it is true, but not 
showy or snobbish either. When 
your bathroom tiler talks to you 
about Russian literature or the 


check-out lady atSainsbury’s al 
her Greek holiday, you realise 1 


’s about 
that 

the peaceable, democratic 
capitalism of southern England has 
much to recommend h. 

PAUL WODDIS 
Weybridge, Surrey 


Fossils point to 
aquatic apes 

Sir. Jerome Bume ("Did Lucy walk 
in the woods?", 7 October) 
overlooks the one explanation for 
the evolution of bipedalism that fits 
most neatly with the new fossil 
evidence he describes. 

The location of these fossils in 
areas once dominated by lake and 
river formations is compelling 
evidence in support of the “aquatic 
ape” theory (sec Elaine Morgan's 
book of the same name) which 
postulates a semiaqua tic stage of 
human evolution in which 
bipedalism develops to maximise 
the utility of wading both to avoid 
predators and to exploit the highly ' 
nutritious food resources of the 
aquatic habitat. 

Morgan has. virtually single- 
handedly. been opposing the 
savannah explanation for over 20 
years, pointing out that human 
evolutionary adaptations such as 
hairiessness, body fat and neoteny, 
while of native value to land-based 
animals, are common features of 
aquatic ones. The academic 
establishment has now every reason 
to take her work more seriously, 
CHRISTOPHER HILL 
LondonN7 "... 
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Swim in Adriatic 
once a pleasure 

Sin The Weasel's article on 
pollution al the Venice Lido (5 
October) intrigued me. It brought 
back many memories, and the 
realisation of how the Adriatic has 
changed over the years, 

I grew up in Trieste (which he 
would have reached, bad he 
continued to swim) and swimming 
in the sea. was areal pleasure. night 
sorties in star-studded waters being 
the norm for us children. 

When I went bade in the Sixties 
the sea had lost its purity, and when 
it got to the Seventies I quickly 
abandoned my usual habit of taking 
off my glasses for the water, after 
being confronted by a dead rat 
floating pafi my face, which Lhad 
been unable to see in time. Further 
inspection revealed other sewerage 
products and, like the Weasel, I 
retreated pronto. 

They tell me that things are now 
much improved. The article makes 
me wonder ifit is really so. 
MrsABAKTRAM 
Cambridge 

Foreign conkers 

Sin Miles Kington claims (8 
October) thatnowhere else in the 
world do people play conkeis.They 
do here in Canada,*nd have for at., 
least 100 years. They also do in the 
north-eastern United States, where 
I was raised. 

No doubt the game was 
introduced here by the British, but 
that is not what Mr. Kington, 
claimed in his sweeping exclusion; — 
of the tiny bit of the world called 
North America. 

PgTERCALAMAI _ . 


Radio listeners’ 
right to religion 

Sir: As one who spent 20 years as a 
religious broadcasting producer at 
the BBC I suppose I should be 
grateful that yet again Polly 
Toynbee has raised its profile 
(“Give us heilfire, not opiate, in the 
God slot”, 14 October). 

I wish, however, that she would 
distinguish between the moral and 
the religious. It is a reasonable 
question to the BBC to ask why it 
does not engage more in moral 
broadcasting,, in which clearly the 
widest views should be included. 
But there is no such department. 

Religious broadcasting does not 
require its producers or its 
contributors necessarily to be 
believers, but it should require 
them to be those who think that 
religion has significance. Music 
producers must like music, news 
producers must find news 
interesting. 

Ms Toynbee has every right to 
think religion rubbish and even 
dangerous, but for a large number 
of people it is central to their lives, 
ana they deserve to have it handled 
with sympathy, though not 
uncritically, in BBC broadcasting. 

It is true that out there in the real 
world, there are places where 
religion is ferocious, extreme and 
savage. And where atheism is too 
... as any Russian or Chinese with a 
memory w31 tell you. 

MICHAEL SHOES MITH 
Lydbury North, 

Shropshire 

Sir: Polly Toynbee, whom I have 
long admired as a campaigner for 
social justice, has shot herself in the 
foot in her extraordinary diatribe 
against Thought for the Day. 

Tluth, h appears, is to be found 
in an uncritical account of the 
relationship between what religious 
people believe and what they do - 
“True believers in Jerusalem and 
elsewhere kill each other.” This sits 
uneasily wit h her espousal of 
Wolpert's view that religion is a 
defence against the permanency of 
death. 

What saddens and exasperates 
me is her clumsy and transparent 
rivalry with speakers on Thought for 
the Day. “They ooze with improper 
social concern for the Bosnians or 
the homeless.” 

For God's sake, Polly, I like it 
when you ooze (you do, you know) 
and I don’t can; Hnw improper the 
concern is, as long as it's there. 
CHARLES HAMPTON 
Oxford 


Incorruptible 

Sin I am, of coiirse, incorru 
as John Walsh says in his ini 
with the poet ana don (orsl 
that be Capo7) John Fuller 
of feeling’ , 12 October). " 
Chair of the judges that a 


quite as incorruptible as ht 
out. 

Though long an admirer 
Fuller’s work, I was never ; 
one of his students, never: 
Magdalen, neatr at Qxforc 
sure that accounts for a lot 
ALAN JENKINS 
London El 


Pour chap 

Sir. b Thames Water’s 

man ager(“Wate r - 



NICHOLAS MEAGHER 
Newcastle upm Tvnc 
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mother of 
them all 


Once a virgin, now a parent for the 
very first tuna John Lyttle is in awe 
of Madonna’s shrewd career move 
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W hite we're all 
waiting for the 
inevitable In 
Labour with 
Madonna: The 
Obstetrician 's Cut, and day-old. 
six-pound Lourdes Maria -- 
really, what's wrong with Janet? 
Or Beryl? Surely even Sally 
would be better than plain 
Silly? - is learning to breast- 
feed through a conical nursing 
bra, let us take one day out of 
life, get into the groove and put 
our love to the test. 

Let us consider how the one 
natural act of Ms Ciccone’s 
recent career may affect her 
future as a singer, actress, 
multimedia role model and 
consenting adult who enjoys 
miming masturbation on stage 
to the perennially inappropri- 
ate tune of “Like’ a Virgin", 
What can I say? Mother- 
hood may not be as sassy u 
career move as losing your vir- 
ginity or proclaiming yourself a 
Material Girl/Marilyn's suc- 
cessor or publishing a bound, 
and occasionally gagged, photo- 
book of yourself in various sug- 
gestive poses (what was she 
doing with that depressed-look- 
ing German shepherd dog?) 
tellingly and redundantly enti- 
tled A'ev. 

But, as Sex proved - see 
your local porn shop's remain- 
der bin - there's only so far a 
girl can go before wet dreams 
dry up and what once may have 
looked like artistic obsession 
(yeah, right) begins to resemble 
sheer monomania. Rather 


Momomania, the role untried, 
than defining yourself solely 
through blunl sexuality. 

That was always sure to be a 
dead end - as' Madonna, a 
dedicated raider of gay cul- 
ture, should have realised - 
and, let's tell the truth and 
shame Beelzebub, there does 
come a past- your- prime- lime 
when you're ho longer a hot 
young thing fearlessly exposing 
Western civilisation s hypocrit- 
ical mores. No, you're actually 
something perilously close to a 
Dirty Ola Woman, who needs 
to be told, in a caring, sharing 
way, to start acting her age, not 
her shoe size (slingbacks with a 
stiletto heel, size five). 

The brave people who lived 
to tell Madonna were, of 
course, the public. A few 
sampled beats ahead of the 
critics, the canny, many-headed 
monster realised that the 
Empress of Reinvention was 
running out of new clothes - 
scantier, to be specific - and 
that, indeed. Madonna might 
be less the Mistress of the Mul- 
tiple Image and more a Varia- 
tion on a Theme (see also 
Prince, the royal personage 
we’d most like to see abdicate). 
Which maybe wouldn't have 
mattered much if the explicit 
object of desire hadn't sud- 
denly gone from gung-ho to po- 
face: from Causing a Commo- 
tion to Express Yourself. 

Previously she had made pop 
culture seem like a game - 
scumming Pepsi with the 'blas- 
phemous" transmission of her 










rouged cheek - but in the hall 
of mirrors that once reflected 
her ever-changing moods, the 
role as self-appointed arabas- 
sadorof the liberated libido was. 
increasingly hogging the frame.: r'A'ifjP 
Out went any old irony, fri i : 
flew High Art - the pnxhu^/JTj^g » f ' 
one direly imagines, of t°0‘ 1 
many evenings spent in Netp.^jl . J 
York's So Ho, hanging out witfr-yf f J * 

independent Glm directors* :* ^, 1 J 

watching obscure German * 
silent movies. Sex bombed, 
sales for the accompanyi^g^if-'.Vf^te 
album, Erotica , were, in induSf~{TV^-r ^l l P 
fry parlance, “below expect^- .{V,’v. ■.■KSg 
lions" - never be a sex goddess/^^'^^R 
with a slipped disc (not wheft 
you've just signed a $ 








... 


and the movie 
of Evidence — 
instinct again, 
Madonna’s 
as the all-too- 
ible murder 
- was 
off screens 
re when the 
who would be 
n announced 
tously, not 
lly, “That’s 
do. I fuck." 
said it was 
al society’s 
on a danger- - 
minist icon, 
rs simply sug- 
that the Bad 
ag the 
unsure of her 
step. Whatever, 
was burning off 

n rigmal wannah s 

hose. Turned out 
many wannabes 
ywantedtogrow 
middle-aged mil- 
with their private 
if they were going to 
______ Sort of reviews. 

“I’m dot sorry," Maddie sang 
next album,. Bedtime 
jS&nes, “It’s human nature." 
Well, no one was buying that 
particular bedtime story, or 
that particular song, a rubber 
fetishist’s dream that seemed a 
tired imitation of genuine 
impulses after the trashy shock 
sensations erf Erotica and Justify 
My Love: call it groaning 
■ through the motions. For with 
the backlash came a wave of He 
Hurt Me ballads, very victim, 
very MGR, very safe and snug, 
almost ... traditional, it being 
the ageing chanteuse's duty to 
display her scars and suffering, 
the hard-won medals of emo- 
tional experience. 

Long in advance of the preg- 
nancy, the Mumming of 
had begun - much 
{middle) classy, much 


more middlebrow: this beast ;.§< 
would see off sundry rivals, 
take- a. pay cuL and humbly 7i 
audition to be id an Andrew -* 
Lloyd Webber musical. Ill 
Do/don't cry for her . 

Take a Bow pointed the way ‘i ■ 
(“You deserve a reward for the rj- 
role that you played") putting H ■. 
her back at No 1 in America, rj ' 
Before long she was telling the 
next guy “You’ll See ... it takes # 
more strength to cry, admit f- 
defeat", before covering “Love rl” 
Don’t live Here Anymore" H ; 
(“You abandoned me”). In ) ■ 
between. Daddy and a violent j \ 
boyfriend took turns smacking : j ; 
her around in the video for ffih ■ 
Father". As penance wenrjtf \-r 
wasn’t quite up to Jody FosfrV * 
standards -she had to be raped i \ 
on screen before America felt' f 
moved to dear her of any tain£ T 
in William Hinckley’s at? j- 
tempted assassination of fresj V 
ident Reagan - but it certainly | 
made the next stage easier !jj 
Madonna, diva. i g 

Madonna as diva is destiny. I 
Destiny cannot be fought, o% j 
quarrelled with. Turns out thfe f 
what she said when she first n^i 
Barbra Streisand - “I want j' 

be you" -was an honest dccli 
ration of ambition. Those t<£ 
hired, torchy songs signal by3 
bye to bare breasts and moo 
documentary footage of or^ : ; 
sex performed an a miners, 
water bottle. The tramp, j 

turns out, is a lady. Which is 
why the parts of mother and \f . 
Evita (“Both projects are my 
babies," says the smart blonde) - 
are the right roles at a pivotal - - 
moment. The first, like it or nol, 5 
carries (nominally) dear cul- 
tural messages: motherhood is 
not only maturity - a fazswfiJ - 
to any lingering odour 3 

hood, and hello to a Child - it 
allows vulnerability as well as 
strength. Madonna knows her 
Fs and cues: “I’m net inter- . 
ested in being WbnderWoman 
in the delivery room. Give me ' 
drags." Just because ifs true i 
doesn't mean it isn’t also a PR : 
release: a flagship slabmcnt : 
from the new, emotionaWamp ; 
eyed Madonna. stQI upset over • 
Sean Penn ("You abao toned ; 
me”) and aghast at unflattering 
maternity wear. It's all a fcrciy 
from bondage corsets and . 
leather whips. 

But she says it with a tiiklc, 
not ire. in her voice, haring 
finally learnt from Evita thefine 
art of the politic. The xnergir is • 
smooth, even to the trained or 
jaundiced, eye. As Madotna 
says, “This is the woman 1 vas ; 
born to play", one setf-tnvenfcd : 
machine perfectly understarti- ; 
mg the other. In this monjh's i 
fftgue and t-anity Fair, photo ay- j 
puts cany a smoother, slee/cr, 

Ider star, supposedly i c-f u-- ; 
er as Evita - but it 5 s theoH ; 
n that tells the truth, p<T ! 
ore, it is a declaration of j 
itenL There's a stately auj, a 
termined divorce from Mai j 
nee was in favour of what is 
t could be about Evi's i 
lory, or about her im r- i 
nalor's. Only Madonna a’t j 
tpersonating. At the be i- j 
;ning of her career she was r- ; 
Meetly herself in Despenfy ! 
SeeJdng Susan. In Evita e 
same holds true. ! 

Which could be cause for - \ 

ebration or dismay. Either v, ! ■ 
Mum’s the word. ! , 


I 

The quintessential guide to voguish words 


Protect your mortgage from 
future uncertainty. 


Very few things in life are 
certain. You could find 
yourself unable to work 


But with Mortgage Payment 
Protection you can protect 
your mortgage for an 


, , . ... General Accident . . 

due to accident, illness Direct average of only £15 a 


or redundancy. This could 
mean your home is at risk. 



month. It’s a good feeling 
to know your home is safe. 


PROTECT YOUR MORTGAGE 

FREEPHONE 0800 121 008 


Lines open Monday to Friday 9am -8pm, Saturday and Sunday 9am -5pm. 

To be eligible for cover you roust have been in conunuotn employment (at least 16 houre a week) 
for the last 6 months Certain ciwKttiorn apply. 



Miles 

Kington 

H ave you noticed the 
way certain words 
swim in and out of 
fashion? The way a word 
which hasn’t been used 
commonly for hundreds of 
years will suddenly emerge 
blinking into the spotlight, 
have its short season of 
celebrity and then get kicked 
out of the stj^ge door into 
the alley behind and back 
into the dictionary? 

The word eponymous, for 
example. By itself it isn't a 
very useful word. The 
number of times you want to. 
refer lu something which is 
named'after somebody are 


less than legion. Yes. we all 
know by now that a boycott 
is an eponym, as are 
guillotine and macintosh and 
volt and ... well, lots of 
others, because they are all 
named after their originator, 
but it is vety rare that wc 
actually wish to refer to the 
process of something being 
or becoming eponymous. 

And vet often in the past 
few years I have heard 
people using the word, as in 
“Do you remember the film 
of Torn Jones, with Albert 
Finney playing the 
eponymous hero?" Actually, 
what they really mean is the 
“title role", as it is stretching 

■the meaning of 
"eponymous" slightly to 
extend it to cases when a 
book or film is named after 
the hero. But “eponymous" 
sounds a lot cleverer than 
“title role" and that is one of 
the main reasons why words 
do have a celebrity season - 
before vanishing. They have 
got vocabulary crcd. They 
sound grander than they 
really arc. They cut a dash. 
They are a fashion accessory. 

Thai is why you quite 
often hear people these days 
use the word “solipsism” or 
its adjective, “soUpsHtic". 


Now, solipsism is quite a 
serious word, and was always 
used hy philosophers to refer 
to the theory of knowledge 
which says that tbc individual 
cannot really know anything 
outride its own range of . 
needs, or. as the Collins 
Concise Dictionary snappfly 
puts it, “The extreme form of 
scepticism which denies the 
possibility of any knowledge 
other than of one's own 
existence". 

But when you hear people 
on Stan The or possibly 
The Late ftniviv using the 
word “sulipsistic", they ore 
nol referring to the extreme 
form of scepticism which 
denies the possibility of etc 
etc. They are using the word 
as a smart-sounding 
synonym for “blinkered” or 
“extremely selfish". Extreme 
selfishness has become a . 
recognised way of life over 
the years, giving rise to such 
passing phrases as "I'm all 
right. Jade" and “the me 
generation", which Jonathon 
Green dates to the early 
1 970s in his seminal work 
New Words. But there has 
always been needed a trendy 
word to make selfishness . 
seem more interesting than . 
it is. and finally “solipsism". 


has been chosen for the role. 
Well done, solipsism! You 
wear the crown previously 
worn by narcissism, egoism 
and autism. 

(Yes, autism. Autism did 
not always refer to a 
psychological state of non- - 
communication. Autism 
means only “selfism", and as 
laic as 19R0 you will find ; 
"autism” listed in Roget's 
Thesaurus as another word 
for self-absorption and 
egocentrism, with no hint of 
what we now call autism.) 

We are always trying to 
find words which sound 
more important than the 
meaning justifies. That is 
why people say 
“quintessential" instead of 
“essential". That is why, 
instead of using (he woid 
"important", it sounds more 
important if you use the 
word "seminal", as I did 
when I referred, two 
paragraphs back, to 
“Jonathon Green's seminal 
work New Words”. Now, I 
don't know if it really is 
seminal, meaning influential 
and the beginning of- 
something new and original. : 
I certainly didn't mean, that 
I have no idea if Green's 
book has had any effect on 


anyone except me. When I 
refer to “Jonathon Green's 
seminal book”, I mean bis 
handy little dictionary in 
which he has listed a lot of 
neologisms which often 
me a long trawl through * 
bigger dictionaries which 
don't list them ... Bui 1 don 
say that I say “seminar. 

Other words which have 
recently become trendy and 
then been discarded? 
Certainly. 

There's “feral” 

And there's “r ncp " 

There’s “nodal" 

And there s “shaman jmd 

there s mimetic^ and 

there’s “fotwa" and there's 
“jihad' andihere’s 
"formulaic" and there's 

“outreach" and ih C r e ' s 

palimpsest"... 

Correction and apoloev /«, 

main task is now to idem£\ 

■ tndsatisfy the needs 

would June read 'John 
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the commentators 


Remembering 
the meaning of 
disgrace 




I n the end, this cash-for- 
questions furore is about 
authority, the Constitution. 

Speaker Boothroyd, the 
nation's matron, was firm and 
fast in ordering a new inquiry 
and a debate. Sir Gordon 
Downey, the parliamentary 
ombudsman, has been seen 
slipping in and out of West' 
minster, tight-jawed and thin- 
lipped, the very model of a Vic- 
torian public servant. 

Inside the Palace, commit- 
tee-men have scurried silently 
to promise him whatever pow- 
ers he requires. On the BBC, 

Tory MPs such as Iain Duncan- 
Smith, who we generally hear 
speaking fluent Young-Turidsh, 
have sounded grave and states- 
person-like. 

Across the land, the message 
has gone out: the Commons 
win reassert her ancient dignity 
in the face of ail these un- 
seemly newspaper allegations 
about lobbyists, brown env- 
elopes, grinning men in bow 
ties, and arm-twisting whips. 

The snook-cockers shall be 
punished. Yea, and the sleaze- 
balls and tenner-pockelers will 
be cleansed from the High 
Court of Parliament 
It is, is it not, a breast- 
swelling example of the British 
system in action, doing for us 
in the Nineties in a minor way 
what the Spithead Review did 
a century ago? 

I am not being entirely satir- 
ical. The lesson of the past 
couple of years isn't only that 
politicians do bad things, and 
are found out: it is that Parlia- 
ment - eventually - reacts. 

Hie Nolan inquiry, and the 
rule-changes that followed it, 
were big events in the 20th-century history of 
the Commons. 

Will they go further? The first problem con- 
cerns misbehaving backbenchers. The Constit- 
ution has assumed for centuries that Members 
are Honourable Members and cannot be eas- 
ily punished or reined in. Indeed, an assembly 
of individuals who could be easily punished, not 
merely by the party whips, but by the stale, 
would not be a free parliament . 

So it has taken a long time for a system of 
sanctions and penalties to develop; and it is sad 
that it has been necessary. Parliament has 
always had and used sanctions, particularly in 
barring misbehaving MPs from the premises. 

The problem is a modem one not only 
because we have had some egregious examples 
of greed and comer-cutting in the past few 
years, but because the social norms that con- 
trolled public behaviour have dissolved. Once, 
disgrace was disgrace. Once, a rogue MP would 
be ■'cut”, disappearing into obscurity or resign- 
ing from pure shame. Once, too. it would have 
been impossible to imagine a merchant bank 
trader, criticised by the Bank of England and 
sacked after her bank's collapse, claiming a 
£500.000 bonus at on industrial tribunal. 

No longer. Peregrine Worsthome. the Sun- 
da y Tclegruph s High Tory columnist, pul it well 
last weekend: “Being disgraced is no longer 



Andrew 

Marr 

The 

Commons 
must fight 
against 
scandal -or 
accept its 
second- 
division 
status in 
the new 
Britain 


what it was ... Social ostracism 
is a thing of the past. It would 
be surprising, for example, if 
Neil Hamflton is required to 
resign from his clubs or is 
invited to fewer parties. Quite 
probably, he will be invited to 
more, since nowadays a whiff of 
scandal is more social asset 
than liability ..." 

This means that the old dub- 
man -Commons, relying essen- 
tially on Perry's world of 
"chaps' rules", is dead. If stan- 
dards are to be maintained, or 
rather, perhaps, reintroduced, 
harsher formal penalties may 
be required. 

They exist It is well known 
that MPs can be rebuked, sus- 
pended and - if bankrupt - 
removed. But they can also be 
sacked for misbehaviour. This 
last happened in October 1947 
when one Gariy Allighan wrote 
an article, I believe accusing 
other MPs of taking cash from 
newspapers, and was chucked 
out after a vote called by one 
Quin tin Hogg. It may be time 
for chucking out to return 
That would be easy enough 
to achieve in principle. But 
there is a bigger threat to the 
Commons* reputation than 
backbench misconduct It is 
that Parliament has, for so long, 
been so hopelessly compro- 
mised by the executive. Minis- 
ters change the rules, bend the 
rules, refuse Parliament the 
truth, and put savage pressure 
on individuals and sometimes 
on Commons officials. Gov- 
ernment, with its huge reserves 
of people and information, 
stoked up with impatience of 
executive authority, has been 
Parliament's toughest rival. 

The behaviour of individual MPs in the 
Hamilton affair may have been bad. But 
worse, to my mind, is the charge that the Gov- 
ernment, through David Willetts, now Pay- 
master General but then a whip, arm- twisted 
a Commons committee to try to stifle the grow- 
ing scandaL Wfe should be in no doubt Speaker 
Boothrayd's decision to allow an emergency 
debate on this today is an important moment. 

Why? Because it touches directly on the 
pride of the Commons, and its constitutional 
independence, at a time when all are tumbling 
into history. Parliament has lost authority to 
the judiciary and power to the institutions of 
the EU. It has lost its unique place as a forum 
for national debate to the broadcasters and 
press. Above all, though, it has been cheerfully 
trampled on by successive governments. 

At some point, the Commons must choose 
between fighting back or finally accepting its 
second-division status in the new Britain. Per- 
haps we have reached it. 

Chucking out the odd bad apple would be 
a shocking and salutary move. But if MPS are 
really serious about their purpose, this emer- 
gency debate on executive bullying is more 
important stiff Euro-sceptics want Parliament 
to regain its lustre by fighting Brussels. But the 
real battle is nearer to home, and about 
British government And it can start today. 




T here is a moral tide 
in the affairs of men 
which, taken at the 
flood, leads on to 
fortune. So Tony 
Blair must hope, as his South 
African speedi this week stakes 
out his claim to moral and 
family values. But it is a dan- 
gerous tide to ride, balanced on 
a wave of fear, surfing in on a 
flood of moral panic. Perhaps 
in the face of tms fin de stick 
hysteria, it is the way to victory. 
But if so, who is there now to 
speak words of calm and com- 
mon sense? 

It leaves the electorate in a 
turmoil of panic: society is out 
of control, the family done for, 
children are running wild, 
schools teach nothing, crime is 
rampant, respect is dead, the 
cult of instant gratification is 
rife. The very word “moral'’ 
now belongs so firmly with the 
alarmists that it is virtually 
unusable tty anyone else. Tbny 
Blair’s words were thoughtfully 
chosen, but the underlying mes- 
sage was loud and clear. He was 
riding a storm we might have 
hoped he would try to parity. 

We live in curiously schizoid 
times: so much public com- 
ment is at variance with most 
people's private experience. In 
the real world people are more 
liberal than ever before. They 
are less censorious, more open- 
minded about cohabitation, 
homosexuality, babies born out 
of wedlock and divorce than at 
any time in history . Soap operas 
tell the story very weff Within 
families and among communi- 
ties of friends and colleagues, 
we are tolerant as never before. 
Freedom brings more diversity, 
more choice - but the flip side 
of freedom is more risk, danger 
and dislocation. It is exceed- 
ingly difficult to have one with- 
out a measure of the other. 
Though of course Blair is also 
right to assert, “Social morality 
is not in opposition to liberty, 
but in fact the only way in 
which the individual can enjoy 
freedom". 

Despite private tolerance, 
however, the public mood - 
generated by politicians, the 
right-wing press and think- 
tanks - is increasingly illiberal 
and intolerant Tbny Blair laid 
down very careful caveats - 
no, he is not scapegoating sin- 
gle parents, working mothers, 
gays nor even sex, drugs and 
rock and roll. Yet alarm bells 
still ring at his words. His 
speedi was designed so devertv 
for the from page of the Daily 
Mail (to whom it was given 
first), with the triumphant 
headline "Blair’s family values 
crusade”, which chills the cock- 
les of more liberal hearts. 


By Polly Toynbee 



In these schizoid times, personal liberality 
contrasts with a mood of moral hysteria 
over the breakdown of Tamily values’ 


But is that what it takes these 
days to win elections? If so, 
quick-fingered Blair is a mighty 
fine prestidigitator - now you 
see it, now you don’t. He puts 
the family values cards down on 
the table but before you have 
time to inspect them he whisks 
them away again. By magic, all 
that is left is a perfectly decent 
speech about decency, pep- 
pered with blameless words 
such as "community”, "duty”, 
"responsibility’’ - who could 
gainsay these values? Yet he 
leaves behind a moral taste in 
the mouth, a word upon the 
breeze. It’s a very clever trick - 
but it won't do. It will not even 
wash with the right: the Mail 
leader column demands to 
know exactly what he is going 


family 

values, perhaps, going to be 
cashable m more money to the 


poorest mothers and children 
on benefit? 

This is not, I think, cynical 
populism on the part of Blair. 
But he is attempting the very 
nearly impossible. He is laying 
to harness the moral concerns 
of the traditional right and 
weave them in with the moral 
concerns of the liberal left 
about the state of the poor and 
the dispossessed. This is how he 
hopes to solve Labour's under- 
lying problem - bow to make 
what is now a very large, rea- 
sonably contented, well-off 
majority care about the under- 
class. Perhaps its the only hope 
of gaining general consent - 
though some of us might pre- 
fer the language of generosity, 
and altruism. 

The effect, though, is to 
demonise the poor and to 
frighten everyone else with the 
curious idea that what hap- 
pens on sink housing estates is 


somehow typical of the way we 
all live now. It was ever thus. 
The Victorians used to love to 
scare themselves silly with hor- 
ror stories of gin mothers, ram- 
pant prostitution, gangs of child 
thieves, lb b- thumpers have 
always pointed with relish at the 
moral derelictions of the dregs 
of society as proof of a general 
malaise. 

But a society that is fed a 
scary self-image of social 
calamity is unlikely to do the 
right things. It is now firmly 
imprinted in the public mind 
that we are a disaster zone. The 
words trip off the longues in 
every radio phone-in - single 
parents, wild children, sin and 
crime - hit the panic button! 

The truth is more compli- 
cated. But who is to tell it? 
When even the party in power 
paints a catastrophic picture of 
the society it has presided over 
for the past 17 years, where is 


the voice of moderation and 
common sense? Of course we 
have some serious and 
intractable social problems. 
What are we to do with the 
young unemployed, the uned- 
ucated, the hopeless and crim- 
inal tribes that prey on the rest 
of us? How do we break into 
the cycles of neglectful and 
abusive parents who are them- 
selves the victims of genera- 
tions of bad upbringing? 

But most children grow up 
to be law-abiding citizens, bet- 
ter educated than ever before, 
with more social mobility and 
choice about how they want to 
live than they ever had in the 
golden Fifties. Some things 
are worse. Crime is worse. 
The poor are more alienated. 
More people, especially chil- 
dren, are poor. But if we sink 
into a sea of hysteria, we will 
never tackle those problems 
one by one. How do you gen- 
erate public support for prob- 
lem-solving approaches to 
crime and unemployment if 
politicians give us only the 
arid language of fear and 
despair, not of hope? 

Why, incidentally, do politi- 
cians assume the word “fam- 
ily” is a political synonym for 
"good”? Not for nothing is 
Philip Larkin's most famous 
poem one of the nation's most 
popular. More seriously, 
though, if morality is reduced 
to "family values", then public 
attention is diverted from some 
rather more pressing moral 
questions. 

How will histoiy judge our 
morals? I continue io hope they 
will be surprised that apparently 
decent, prosperous people could 
live so bappQy cheek by jowl 
with those who have nothing. 
They will wonder why we were 
so complacent about the sleaze, 
dishonesty and low expectation 
of altruism seeping into our 
politics and public life. They 
may be angry that we were so 
deliberately selfish about the 
fate of the planet. They will 
wonder why so much emotional 
energy was squandered on the 
misdeeds of the poor and so lit- 
tle on the fraud, corruption and 
greed of the rich. 

No. there was nothing to 
take issue with in Tony Blair's 
speech and much to agree with. 
Yes, we want the Decent Soci- 
ety he describes - of course we 
do. But it is a great deal more 
difficult to achieve it if the vot- 
ers are whipped up into such a 
moral turmoil about "social 
disintegration", “social break- 
down”, "family breakdown” 
and “the growing tide of law- 
lessness”, that the only remedy 
seems to be more punishment 
and a better burglar alarm. 


Rail gets its lines crossed 


I f you have had difficulty telephoning 
railway inquiries, you are not alone. 
About 2U million' of the 60 million 
annual callers do noi get through. Many 
people no longer even try. The service, long 
u source of frustration for travellers, has 
deteriorated dramatically because of 
increased demand and because it is being 
reorganised as a result of privatisation. 

From next week, there will be one uni- 
fied national number. 0345 4S495U, to call 
for train inquiries from anywhere in the 
country. Over the past year, this number 
has been gradually extended to most parts 
except London and Merseyside. 

It should, of course, be a simple matter 
to provide train information efficiently and 
speedily. British Rail, however, never man- 
aged it! especially in the face of increased 
demand as people became accustomed to 
using the telephone for everything from 
booking soccer tickets to ordering gro- 
ceries. Here was a good opportunity for the 
gen eminent to show a concrete benefit of 
privatisation. But of course they have 
blown it again out of parsimony. Com- 
plaints about the new number have already 
flooded my desk. 

The system grew up in a haphazard way 
and was never properly sorted out by BR. 
Providing train information is expensive 
and unrewarding because there is no 
immediate financial transaction. In the 
(very I old days, it used to be possible to 
telephone your local station and an under- 
worked clerk would happily take you 
through the nooks and crannies of thc'rail 
network. Then the service was consolidated 
at main stations or centralised bureaux. 

In London, there were four numbers to 
diaL depending on your destination. It was 
confusing for tourists and others who did 
not know the difference between the East 
Coast and West Coast mainlines (which in 
any case arc stupid names for lines that 
both go through central England nowhere 
.near the coasts until they reach the North). 

Even when you did get through, the 
information was often inaccurate, as borne 
out by surveys by the rail users group, which 
showed that ail bat two or three of 45 
inquirers were wrongly informed about 
engineering works. 

Then came privatisation, which brought 
in its wake a fundamental problem. Thi- 


By Christian WoLmar 



It’s like M telling 
callers that Bri tish 
Midland is cheaper 


the parts of British Rail providing the ser- 
vices, which lately were Intercity, Regional 
Railways and Network SouthEasL With 
privatisation, these three were split into 25 
tram operators and some of these compete 
with one another. 

The Rail Regulator, John Swift, had to 
devise a system which ensured that all infor- 
mation provided was impartial, and did not 
favour one operator against another. This 
is not easy. For example, if you are going 
from London to Birmingham, most trains 
go from Euston run tty Intercity West 
Coast, but the cheapest services, run by 
Chiltem, go from Maiylebone but take half 
an hour longer. So. in theory, the operator 
issupposed to tell every caller asking about 
cheap trains about the Maiylebone services, 
which will take ages and lead to even more 
delays in getting through. It's like expect- 


Midland is cheaper and its schedules more 
convenient Which? magazine has twice 
highlighted this issue and found that virtu- 
ally no one provides “impartial'’ informa- 
tion. It is not that Mr Swift is wrong, it is 
that the whole notion of splitting up BR into 
competing operators is flawed. 

Moreover, there is the problem of 
“local” information. In the past you 
phoned the local bureau, but now the 45 
bureaux around the country will be linked 
through the 0345 number. While the new 
system initially directs calls to the local cen- 
tre, once there is an overflow, which seems 
to be most of the time, the call can be 
routed anywhere in the country. 

Operators, many of whom are in the 
biggest centre, at Newcastle, will have no 
idea of Lhe load services in your area. It is 
a lot to expect of clerks in Havant (another 
big centre) to know anything about regional 
train services in Fife. They will not be 
helped by the fad that the information for 
different services is not on a single com- 
puter programme but several. And infor- 
mation about delays and engineering prob- 
lems will have to oc sent out Ity each of Lhe 
25 train Operators to each of the 45 bureaux. 

Moreover, as some of the complainants 
to me have already pointed Out, you can’t 
buy a ticket off the 0345 number. Instead, 
you then go to the local train operator. It's 
as if you rang a theatre to buy a ticket but 
they couldn’t tefl you Lhe time of the per- 
formance. As for details of complicated 
journeys, forget it. One correspondent 
tried to get information about getting 
from Bristol to Boulogne via Folkestone 
and it took him an hour and a half and 
innumerable calls. 

As ever, the new system is desperately 
under-resourced which is why so many calls 
gp unanswered. Despite all these problems, 
it would have been possible to create a 
good national service. The Dutch do it, 

- wEethcr buses, traimjferries or trams - 
contribute towards the national inquiry ser- 
vice which covers all forms of transport. 

But here, the ideology got in the way. A 
well-funded national service, paid for by 
providers and possibly with a bit of tax- 
payers' dosh thrown in, is too redolent of 
socialist ideals to be introduced ty a Tory 
government. I suspect (hat 0345 4S4950 will 


Semaphore for 
the tongue tied 


N icholas Soames, bon 
vrveur, toff, and old boy 
of Eton, proudly 
sported an old school tie in the 
Commons yesterday although, 
in an effort to make the Tories 
the people’s party, the Prime 
Minister has declared that new 
Labour means old school lie. 
But even the Prime Minister 
cannot erase the importance of 
the tie in Westminster. 

In a world where variety in 
suits comes in shades of grey, 
the tie is more than a fashion 
state- 
ment. it is 
a notice 
board 
that tells 
whether 
you are 
“one of 
us”. John 
Majors 
shiny grey 

tie suras up his belief in the 
“classless” society. 

The rest of his Cabinet sat on 
the front bench for Prime Min- 
ister's questions wearing a vari- 
ety of shades whicb looked as 
though they were taken from 
the dowdier shelves of the Tie 
Rack. But defying the order to 
be bland, the Minister of State 
for Defence went on a shopping 
expedition for a new Old Eton- 
ian tie at bis tailor’s in St 
James's to wear when he wound 
up the two-day defence debate 
in the Commons. 

As an act of defiance to the 
leadership, it ranked as one of 
the more colourful protests. 
The OE tie - black with a nar- 
row light blue stripe - was set 
off by a starched white collar 
and blue shin. Mr Soames sup- 
ports the Prime Minister on 
almost every issue, but on the 
question of the old school tie. 




to make a stand, lam DalyeU, 
one of the two Old Etonians on 
the Labour benches - the other 
is Mark Fisher- also happened 
to be making his own point to 
his leader, Tony Blair. 

The veteran MP for Linlith- 
gow, who was the late Nicholas 
Ridley's fag at Eton, was wear- 
ing a green tie bearing the 
motif of a sheaf of com and 
crossed pen with hoe - the 
symbol of old Labour before 
the red rose was Introduced as 
the party's logo. 

One of 
the most 
{Mpular 
ties in Lhe 
Com- 
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mons car- 
ries the 
salmon 
and 

cucumber 
stripes of 

the Garrick. Ken Clarke used 
to wear it day and night, until 
he got fed up with the jokes 
about iu 

Yesterday, David Shaw, the 
Tbry MP for Dover, had a more 
restrained yellow and red 
striped tic with the Commons 
portcullis - the Royal Marines 
dub of the House or Commons. 
As the MOD -and Mr Soames 
- have closed down the Marine 
band school at Deal in his con- 
stituency, he is wondering 
whether he wfll be allowed to 
go on wearing iL 
Lord Mason, the former 
Labour defence minister, is a tie 
collector. He used to sport a tie 
carrying Royal Navy Harrier 
jump jets. Once, when defence 
spending was under a squeeze, 
he was able to complain: 
"There’s more jump jets on my 
tie than in the Royal Navy.” 



. _ . ; -v.. 

Welcome to the future: Seiko Kinetic?* the fiiat, 
quartz-watch that turns your movement into-;; 
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Lord Finsberg 


Once, in 1974, 1 was sharing a 
taxi with Geoffrey Finsberg, 
from the Cafe Royal lo the 
House of Commons. I men- 
tioned, casually, that 1 had 
heard a rumour to the effect 
that, in a coming reshuffle of 
Shadow Cabinet posis, he 
would be offered the agriculture 
portfolio. He pounced eagerly 
and asked to know my source, 
which, of course. I could not 
give him. I confined myself to 
saying that the source was pret- 
ty senior, but that I would not 
put over-much weight on iL He 
relapsed into the gloom that 
from time to time affected him 
in those day's, as he saw politi- 
cal life pass him by. After a mo- 
ment. however, he spoke again. 

“But there aren't any farms 
in Hampstead." I was a trifle 
taken aback by this evidently 
very serious response to a triv- 
ial remark, made simply to pass 
the time. 1 muttered something 
about the then nascent city 
farm movement, and he bright- 
ened up. Then, just as we ap- 
proached the House, he went 
off on a different tack. 

‘ You're a young man." he 
said. "What do you think of this 
disaster that's happening to the 
Young Conservatives' 1 " {When 
Finsberg joined the YCs their 
membership was comfortably 
over lOo.LHX): on the day of his 
death it was. on an optimistic 
estimate, about 3.000.) 

1 told him that I had never 
had any desire to join an or- 
ganisation which, with a few ex- 
ccptions. I believed consisted of 
a lot of gin-swilling, sex-mad 
louts. "You're very wrong." he 
said as wc got out of the road. 
"Road lo Parliament, the YCs." 
The next time I saw him was on 
the terrace of the House. He 
was reading a pamphlet on 
farming in cities. But, alas for 
him. he never got the call to 
agriculture. 

Geoffrey Finsberg was bom 
in It2h into a devout Jewish 
lumily of Conservative political 
inclination. He began to hew 
out his own political path by 
joining the YCs whom I so de- 
spised. and fell under the spell 
of Lord Wuolton. who had 
founded the YCs and become 
chairman of the Tory party af- 
ter the general election disas- 
ter of 1945. It was Woollon 
who took a demoralised party 
by the scruff of the neck, and 
made it into the most formida- 
ble election-winning machine in 
the Western world, vastly ad- 
mired hv those who sympa- 
thised with its aims and hated 
and feared by those who 
opposed it. 

Fin>berg was not merely Jew- 
ish. lie had also gone to the City 
of London School which, 
though it was an admirable 
school, did nut rank verv high- 


ly in the estimation of Conser- 
vative constitutency associa- 
tions looking for young and 
fresh candidates to rebuild the 
fortunes of the party. Woollon, 
however, had radical ideas; and 
when Finsberg worked for him 
for a brief period he digested, 
and acted upon, those ideas. 

First, Woo! ton - given a free 
hand by Winston Churchill -de- 
creed that those who wanted to 
stand for Parliament in Ihe 
Conservative interest should 
be severely restricted in their 
right to make personal financial 
contributions to their constitu- 
tency associations; this slopped 
the pre-war Might of rich young 
men virtually buying nomina- 
tions. Henceforth associations 
would have to raise money 
door to door which, naturally, 
brought the party back into 
touch with the people. 

Second Wool ton was deter- 
mined to inject youth into an 
ageing party; hence the YCs. 
Third Woollon was determined 
to make a major assault on lo- 
cal government in (owns and 
cities. Hitherto, while rural lo- 
cal government was generally 
regarded as a Tory preserve, 
urban areas were regarded 
virtually as Ihe fiefs of Labour. 

All three of these ideas were 
meat and drink to young Ge- 
offrey Finsberg and at only 24, 
he become a local councillor. 
Although he was, much later, to 
develop an interest in foreign 
policy and defence matters, his 
political roots were in local 
government and the YCs. He 
Bid not consider the youth 
movement of his parly to be 
something frivolous. Its critics 
at the time often referred to it 
in scorn as a glorified marriage 
bureau. But Finsberg was not in 
search of a rich wife (as many 
of his contemporaries were) 
and it was not until 1 969 that he 
married Pamela Benbow Hill, 
who died seven years ago; in 
1990, in retirement, he married 
an old friend, Yvonne Wright. 

Finsberg worked his way with 
assiduity through the world of 
local government. Among many 



Finsberg: a Bevin boy who might 
have done better with Labour 


elective appointments he was 
leader of Camden council from 
196S to 1970 and deputy chair- 
man of the Association of Mu- 
nicipal Corporations from 1969 
to 1971 . He had a deep, and al- 
most tactile, understanding of 
how local government worked 
and he was a formidable ad- 
ministrator. Few dared to cross 
his path for, besides being im- 
mensely knowledgeable, he 
could be exceptionally vain and 
overbearing and he did not 
forget enmities. 

In the upset Conservative 
general elect ion victory of 1970 
Finsberg was elected to the 
House of Commons as Member 
for Hampstead. And then his 
career began to peter out; the 
memory of the wonders of the 
Woollon reforms had faded 
and, besides, the lories now bad 
a leader and prime minister of 
working-class background and 
were not particularly disposed 
to heap plaudits on every Tom, 
Dick or Harry who had man- 
aged to find a seaL Finsberg 
might have done better in the 
Labour Party, for be had been 
a Bevin boy, working in coal pits 
under the aegis of the Minister 
of Labour, Ernest Bevin, 
during the Second World War. 

Ministerial advancement was 
a long lime coming. He -was a 
member of various House of 
Commons select committees 
and between 1974 and 1979, 
opposition spokesman on mat- 
ters pertaining to London. He 
did this job well enough to 
make him, successively, a Par- 
liamentary Under-Secretary of 
State at the Depannent of Em- 
ployment the (then) Depart- 
ment of the Environment and 
the Department of Health and 
Social Services. 

But it was dear that he was 
going no further up the minis- 
terial ladder. He found a new 
interest in affairs European 
and served both the Cbundl 
of Europe and the Western 
European Union with his cus- 
tomary industry. It is interest- 
ing, though, to observe that, of 
all” the many directorships and 
advisory posts in business that 
Finsberg took after he had left 
office, every one was in some 
way concerned with local com- 
munities, local affairs, local 
government. In the end - to 
use a phrase now popular - 
Geoffrey Finsberg came home. 

Patrick Cosgrave 

Geoffrey Finsberg, politician : 
bom London 13 June 1926; 
MBE 1959; MP {Conservative) 
for Hampstead 1970-83, for 
Hampstead and Highgate 1983- 
92; Knight 1984; created 1992 
Banin Finsberg monied 1969 
Pamela Benbow Hill (died 19S9), 
1990 Yvonne Wright; died 
Stockholm 8 October 1996. 
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Paul Weston 


The arranger, conductor and 
composer Paul Weston is some- 
times credited with the con- 
ception of “mood music" on 
record. Certainly his albums of 
classic popular songs and 
melodies, given smoothly rhyth- 
mic presentation, influenced a 
whole generation of orchestras 
for, where conductors such as 
Andre Kostelanatz had pre- 
sented popular melodies in con- 
cert style, Weston applied dance 
tempos and big band textures. 

As a composer, he wrote the 
standards “I Should Care" and 
“Day by Day", both big hits for 
Frank Sinatra. As orchestra tor, 
he conceived sterling arrange- 
ments for Tommy Dorsey’s 
band and such vocalists as Di- 
nah Shore, Doris Day and the 
singer to whom he was married 
for 44 years, Jo Stafford. 

Born Paul Wetstein in 
Springfield, Massachusetts, in 
1912, he played piano and led 
a dance band at Dartmouth Col- 1 
lege (New Hampshire), then at- 
tended Columbia University . In 
1934 he sold his first arrange- 
ment, to the bandleader Joe 
Haymes. This caught the ear of 
Rudy Valiee, who employed 
him to work on his radio show 
The Fleischman Hour. When 
Tommy Dorsey took over 
Haymes’s band in 1935 he hired 
Weston as staff arranger. The 
Doreey classics “Song of India", 


“Stardust" and “Night and 
Day” resulted, along with dis- 
tinctive settings for the - band’s 
vocal group the Pied Pipers, one 
of whom was Jo Stafford. 

In 1940 Weston decided to 
freelance, working for Bob 
Crosby's band, for toe vocalists 
Dinah Shore, Lee Wfley and 
Ginny Sims, and as chief 
arranger for the weekly radio 
show Duffy’s Ihvem. He did 
band arrangements for the 
Crosby-Astane movie Holiday 
Inn (1942), then Johnny Mer- 
cer hired him as music director 
and ultimately artists and reper- 
toire chief for (he newly formed 
Capitol Records in 1SM3. 

Here, besides choosing ma- 
terial and providing arrange- 
ments for their leading vocalists 
such as Margaret Whiting and 
Pe ggy Lee, he formed his own 
band to create an album of lush 
melodies played by soaring 
strings against a muted .brass 
background. Called Music for 
Dreaming, it was a great success 
and established toe concept of 
“mood music” (a term Weston 
disliked). Deceptively simple 
though richly textured (Weston 
used top musicians as soloists), 
danceabty rhythmic and easy on 
the ear, it was to influence 
later work by such leaders as 
Percy fmth and Jackie Gleason. 

In 1945 his song “1 Should 
Care" (written with Axel Stor- 


Hahl and Sammy Cahn) was in- 
troduced by Robert AOen in the 
Esther Williams musical ThriU 
of a Romance and became a hit 

record for Sinatra. One of his 
coups at Capitol was to discov- 
er an obscure art song of 186S, 
“Whispering Hope" , and adapt 
it as a duet for Jo Stafford and 
Gordon MacRae - it sold over 
a million copies. 

Moving to Columbia_Recards 
in 1950 he conceived a string of 
orchestral albums with titles like 
Music for a Rainy Night, 
Caribbean Cruise and Melodies 
for Moonlight, and wrote 
arrangements to back vocalists 
such as Rosemary Oooney, 
Doris Day, Frankie Laine and Jo 
Stafford, who became his wife in 
1952. The previous year, Stafford 
had a No 1 hit with a Weston 
composition, “Shrimpboats". 

The pair also did some beau- 
tiftd albums together which 
have .been frequently reissued, 
including Ski -Thrift.- anevoca-' 
tive collection o£ “wonderful-, 
winter. songs to be played at tori 
end of ajpelrfcd skhhg day", and 
“I'll Be Seeing You ", a nostalgic 
collection of Second World 
War ballads (retitled GJ Joe on 
its CD reissue). With Weston on 
piano he ana Stafford had a 
more surprising success with 
four albums in which, billed as 
“Jonathan and Darlene Ed- 
wards", they presented well- 


known songs in excruciatingly 
off-key renditions - ironically 
Stafford is considered to have 
the truest sense of pitch of any 
vocalist 

In 1968 for one of Ella 
Fitzgerald's legendary “Song 
Book” albums, a two-dec set de- 
voted to living Berlin, Weston 
incorporated some fine jazz 
musicians into his regular band 
line-up to produce one of the 
best albums of the series. 

After another spell with 
Capitol Records, Weston 
turned to television, including 
The Danny Kaye Show, and in 
the 1970s came out of retire- 
ment to be musical director for 
the Disneyland show Disney on 
Parade . . 

In recent years Weston and 
Stafford, who had one of the 
happiest marriages in show 
business, spent much of their 
time with their children and 
grandchildren*, but they also 
ran their own record company, 
Corinthian Records, dedicated 
to reissuing the classic albums 
they made together. 

Tom Wlance 


Paul Wetstein. (Western), com- 
poser, arranger and conductor, 
bom Springfield, Massachusetts 
12 March 1912; married 1952 Jo 
Stafford (meson, me daughter); 
died Los Angeles 20 September 
1996. 


Jack Robertson 


In tlul gulden summer of 
I'»4" Denis Com pi on of 
Middlesex scored 3.Slt» runs 
in .ill matches and hit IS cen- 
turies. Bill Edrich of Middlesex 
"■cored 3.53“ runs .md 12 cen- 
turies in all matches. Jjck 
Robertson scored 2.32s runs 
and 1 1 centuries fnr Middlesex 
uloiie and \et is hardly 
remembered. 

Robertson u lull, hand- 
some. -ijlish right-hand bats- 
man whose greatest miMortune 
was to be born at the wrong 
lime. A highly accomplished 
player, tie opened the Middle- 
sex innings for 22 wars on ei- 
ther side of the Second World 
War. a-, e raging 3N. } el appeared 
in only tw.i home Test match- 
es. , n both occasions being 


called upon when injury had 
removed the favourite. 

As an opener he had lo com- 
pete against one of the great 
England opening partnerships, 
Hutton and W.ishhrook. while 
with Middlesex he came lo be 
regarded as the man - along 
with his long-term partner Sid 
Brown - who laid the platform 
in the morning upon which the 
glitterati Edrich and Compton 
would perform in the afternoon 
and ctcning. 

He passed I.CHjt ) runs in a sea- 
son 14 times in England land 
once overseas), continuing to 
2.1 « «> runs in nine seasons.'and 
was chosen lor two overseas 
lours, this in the days when Eng- 
land. then represented by MCC. 
felt Him -choice players could be 


rested from trips lo Pakistan and 
Sri Lanka. 

Robertson and Brown, aged 
21 and 2ti made their debuts for 
Middlesex in the Parks in May 
1937. Robeislon batted at num- 
ber six against Oxford while 
Brown opened with one E.W. 
Swantnn. of whom more was 
heard later. Roberston was 
offered a one-year contract 
and Brown almost went to 
Kent. but. when cricket restart- 
ed in 1946, the pair made his- 
tory in one of those social 
nuances much loved by the 
game's historians. 

MCC. who had told Middle- 
sex in 1938 that they could not 
play Nottinghamshire at Lord's 
because the ground was re- 
quired for Eton v Harrow, re- 


lented sufficiently after the war 
to decree that all players would 
now enLer the field' horn the 
centre door of the pavilion, 
thus abolishing the little side- 
gate. alongside the pavilion, 
from which the professionals, as 
opposed to the amateurs, took 
the field Robertson and Brown, 
accordingly, became the first 
paid servants to stride out to bat 
down the pavilion steps. 

By 1947 any captain who 
lost the Loss to Walter Robins, 
the Middlesex captain, on a 
good batting pilch, returned to 
the dressing room with his heart 
in his bools. Robertson, Brown, 
Edrich and Compton repre- 
sented, to opposing bowlers 
and fielders, the Four Horse- 
men of the Apocalypse, such 


was the weight and power of 
their stroke play. 

Robins, a very shrewd tacti- 
cian, knew his bowlers needed 
the maximum time to oust op- 
ponents, in three-day matches, 
so his orders to his batsmen 
were succinct: “350 by 5.30, at 
the latest." On one occasion 
Robertson, a solid and satis- 
factory 60 not out at lunch, was 
told: “Get on with it. Jack. 
They've not come to watch you 
bat, anyway." 

In 1949, when Washbrook 
was injured, Robertson joined 
three other Middlesex players 
in the England side to play New 
Zealand at Lord’s. He scored 
121 and was dropped for the 
next match, for once perhaps 
showing his feelings by taking 


331 off Worcestershire at New 
Road (xi the opening day of the 
next Test His consolation was 
to be named one of Wisden s 
Five Cricketers of 1949. 

In that season he scored 
25J17 runs at an average of 57 
without convincing the selectors. 
There have been few better 
players of fast bowling. He also 
bowled a useful off-break and 
was a good fielder anywhere. 

He retired in 1959, a cultured 
and modest man, much ad- 
mired and feted by the Mid- 
dlesex cognoscenti, and became 
first assistant coach and then 
head coach to Middlesex, in 
which position he was later to 
receive much praise from Mike 
Breariey for his settingup of the 
coaching and scouting system 



Robertson: modest 

that has served the county so 
well over the past 25 years. 

Derek Hodgson 

John David Benbow Robertson, 
cricketer bom London 22 Feb- 
ruary 1917; married; died 13 
October 1996. 


Professor 
E.J. H. 
Corner 


E. J, H. Corner’s contributions 
to our understanding of flow*, 
ering plants may have been 
less focused than for fungi but 
they surety are as important, 
writes David G. fYodin {further 
to the obituary by Professor TC 
Whitmore, 21 September], 

His “durian theory" (which 
was t ranslated min French in the 
1960s) may have relied strong- 
ly on rhetoric, but this was as 
much asset as liability. It was 
posited to provoke, to express 
a point of view at a time when 
our understanding of the trop- 
ical forest was little more 
than rudimentary . It was not 
necessarily to be taken at face 
value. 

With respect to “thinking 
big”, in addition to his work on 
the hundreds of species of figs. 
Corner more than once called 
attention to other great easily 
recognised but often little- 
studied. and imperfectly under- 
stood plant groups, among 
them groundsels, acacias, 
sotanums, spurges and begonias- 
He early called attention to the^ 
importance of studying (reel 
form, by conventional botanists 
much neglected but for which 
a set of parameters began to 
take shape, largely in conti- 
nental western Europe, at the 
end of the 1960s. 

It was all part of a common 
understanding, rooted in earli- 
er work by Arthur H. Church at 
Oxford, which informed his ap- 
proach to plants and fungi- He 
may not have known, but what 
came to be dubbed “Corner's 
Rules” garnered support from 
work in the 1980s by the Amer- 
ican ecologist Peter S. White. 
Further exploration of his ideas 
should be part of the research 
programme of what now is 
called biomime tics (the study 
of the architecture of organisms 
in relation to internal and 
external physical forces). 

He also contributed to the 
epistemology of taxonomy; in 
comments about the pitfalls 
of classificatory “grades” (ho- 
moplasies) he was at one 
with some of the bask tenets 
of Hemringian phylogen^v 
(cladistic) systematic*; similar- 
ly, be argued that toe lack of 
fossils should not be an obsta- 
cle to a pbyiogenetically based 
classification. , 

Comer’s long retirement 
indeed.-was productive, but 
conducted mostly from his 
home in Great Sbelford, dou- 
bled in size in toe 1970s with a 
corresponding increase to an 
already large garden. 

On university matters he 
was often conservative, per- 
haps sometimes too much so. 
That he was strongly opposed 
to toe introduction of a sociol- 
ogy programme in toe late 
1960s might be seen as goad; 
but he was also opposed to 
co-education in toe colleges 
and accordingly resigned his fel- 
lowship in Sidney Sussex in the 
early 197& over their admission 
of women. ■ 

What he may have made of 
more recent developments 
such as Management Studies 
perhaps should remain unsav' 
It should, however, remain sSi 
eternal shame that tropical 
botany was discontinued by 
Downing Street oa his depar- 
ture; the department of what is 
now, fashionably. Plant Sci- 
ences ever since has been the 
poorer. 

Finally, no account of John 
Corner would be complete 
without mention of his devot- 
ed second wife Helga. who 
gave him unstinting support 
and companionship until some 
three years before his death 
when her spirit was called from 
this world. 
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Birthdays 

Mr IVicr Bowks, actor, oft Dr Sie- 
lon Buezacld. binlugjsi, author and 
btyiudcasier. 5 1; Mr Max Bygrnves. 
enlenainer. 74; Mr David Congdoo 
MR 47: Mr Michael Forwih MP. Sce- 
rctun of Slate for Scotiiind, 42; Sir 

Chorion Friw. vice-chairman. Unil- 
ed BLvuiis. bS: Mr Paul Gallagher, 
trade-union leader. 52; Mr Gumcr 
Grass, novelist, 69; Dr Wilier Grave, 
Hon Fellow. Fitzwiiliam College. 
Cambridge. 95: Mr Tony Griffiths, 
snooker ehampion, 49; U-Gen Sir 
Rr-ben Hayrnan-Juyee, Masier Gen- 
eral ot the Ordnance, 56: Miss An- 
Linshury, actress, 7(; Sir John 
Lindsay. High Court judge. 57; Lard 
MacDonald of Gwacnys^ir. former 
chief cvcculke, Plessey. SI: Lord 
MaeLchose of Bcovh, former Giw- 
emor nf Hong Knng, 79; Mr Hugh 
MacMillan. Chk-TCnnsuble. North- 
ern Cunalabulory.64; The Musi Rev 
Thomas Morris, former Roman 
Catholic Archbishop of Cashel and 
Emh-,82: Miss Emma Nicholain MR 
55: the Rev Dr John Pnlkinghome, 
President. Oueens” College, Cam- 
bridge. Ob: Mr Simon Ward, actor. 5b; 
Mr William Wehh. artistic direcior, 
London College of Music, 49; Mr 
John Whiilingdale MP, 37. 

Anniversaries 

Births: Oscar FingaU O'Flahertie 
Wills Wilde, playwright, 1354: David 
Ben Guriun. suiieatum. ISSfc Eugene 
Gladslunc O’Neil playwright. 1383; 
Michael Collins. Irish lender, 1391); 
Enver Hatha. Albanian prime min- 
ister, 19U3. Deaths: Luca Signorelli, 
pointer. 1523; I auras Cranach the El- 
der, painter, 1553; Hugh Larimer and 
Nicholas Ridley. Protestant mar- 
tyrs, burnt at the btahfi, 15S5; Robert 
Ferguraon. poet, 1 774; John Hunter, 
surgeon and anatomist, 1793; Marie 


Antoine tie, Queen of France, exe- 
cuted 1793. On this day: Ginun Col- 
lege. Cambridge, was opened fin 
Hilchin. Hens), 1869: Harold Wilson 
became Prime Minister, 1%4. Today 
is the Feast Day or St Anosiasius of 
Cuny,SlBcn:harius,St Bertrand of 
Commingcs. Si GaH St Gerard Ma- 
jeDa. Si Hedw% St LuU. St Margaret- 
Maiy, Saints Morunian and Maxima 
and St Mommolinus. 

Lectures 

National Gallery: James Heard, ‘"fr- 
ier Blake fiii). Ban in the USA7: Pop 
Art In England and America”. 1pm. 

Luncheons 

Ministry of Defence 
Air Chief Marshal Sir John Willis, 
Vlco-Cbiel of ihe Defence Staff, 
was host at a luncheon held yester- 
day by ihe Ministry of Defence, in 
Admiralty House. Whitehall. London 
SW1. in honour of General Joseph 
W. Ralston, Vice-Chairman Joinl 
Chiefs nf Staff, United Stales. 

Dinners 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 
Mr Malcolm Rifkind QC MP, Sere- 
toiy of Slate lor Foreign and Com- 
monwealth Affairs, held a dinner 
yesterday at 1 Carlton Gardens, 
London SW1, in honour of Mr 
Mircca Sncgur. President of the Re- 
public of Moravia. 

Inner Temple 

Mr Edward Nugcc QC and Masters 
nf the Bench of Inner Temple yes- 
terday entertained the President of 
the Law Society. Mr Tuny Girling, its 
Vice -President, Mr Philip Sycamore, 
and Council to dinner in ihe Inner 
Temple. . 


Asylum seekers were in need of council care 


Regina v Hamnuranilh and 
Fulham London Borough Council, 
ex parte M; R v Lambeth LBC ex 
parte P and ex partr X; R v 
Westminster CC, ex parte A; 
Queen’s Bench Dhisioa (Mr 
Justice Collins) 8 October 1996 

An asylum seeker who bad no 
means of support and would 
otherwise be left starving and 
homeless was someone who was 
“in need of” a local authority’s 
“care and attention" within 
the meaning of section 2!(l)(a) 
of the National Assistance Act 
1948. 

Mr Justice Collins granted 
judicial review applications by 
four asylum seekers against 
toe refusal of the three local au- 
thorities for Hammersmith and 
Fulham, Lambeth, and West- 
minster, to provide them with 
accommodation. 

Section 21 of toe National 
Assistance Ad 1948 ( as amend- 
ed by the Ministry of Social Se- 
curity Act 1966, the Local 
Government Act 1972, toe 
Housing (Homeless Persons) 
Act 1977 and the National 
Health Service and Community 
Care Act 1990) provided: 

( 1) . . . a local authority may with the 
approval ol Lhe Secretary of Stale, 
and to such cudcQl as he may direct 
shall make arrangements for pro- 
viding: (a) residential ncrosuaoda- 
tkmiorperaQfttagod lSortrierwho 
by reason of age, illness, disability 
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or any other cirraimsiance are in 
need of care and attention which is 
not otherwise available to them . . . 

Each of the applicants was 
an asylum seeker who was by 
virtue of the Asylum and Im- 
migration Act 1996 now ineli- 
gible for any social security 
benefits or housing. Each was 
destitute and must either starve 
without a roof over his head or 
return to the country from 
which he had fled 

The applicants sought help 
from the respondent authori- 
ties under section 21(1 )(a). 
The authorities denied that 
the applicants were in need of 
care and attention. They were 
simply in needof money, it was 
said, and so did not come with-, 
in the ambit of toe subsection. 
The words “any other circum- 
stances" were limited, by ref- 
erence to toe ejusdem generis 
rule, to documstances relating 
to the physical condition of toe 
individual seeking assistance. 
David Parmick QC and Stephen 
Knafirr (Clan ■£ Co) for Ac appli- 
cants; Michael Setoff QC with Nigd 
Giffin (C.T. Mahoney Hammer-' 
snath, i mdj. Curran, Lambeth) and 

with CRM Janes (C. Wilson, West- 
minster) far the authorities; Nt$d 
Planing QC and Steven Karats- 


■ (Treasury Solicitor) far the Secretary 
of State 

Mr Justice Collins said it was 
clear that toe words “or any 

other circumstances” were in- 
tended to cover eventualities 
not. foreseen and to ensure 
that there was a safety net to 
protect those who were in need 
of care and attention. The 
whole purpose of the 1948 Act 
was to ensure that no one 
would be left destitute because 
of an inability to fend for 
himself. 

The subsequent amend- 
ments to toe Act did not affect 
tins construction of section 
21( I )(a).- Rather, they con- 
firmed toe intention that it 
should be available as a safety 
net for those unableto fend for 
themselves and who were 
therefore in need of care And 
attention. 

-His Lordship regarded R v 
Kensington and Chelsea RBC, 
exp Kihara (Law Report, 3 July 
1996), as persuasive authority 
that in construing, section 
21(l)(a) tbe'efustuin generis 
rule did not apply to restrict its 
scope m the way toe respon- 
dents argue d. In that case the 
Couxi orAppeal held that asy- 


him seekers could be “vulner- 
able” within the meaning of 
section 59(l)(c) of toe Hous- 
ing Act 1985 and so have a pri- 
ority need for housing, thus 
imposing a duty on a loco] au- 
thority to provide it. The court , 
rejected toe argument that th«&? 
“other special reason" forvupr> 
nerabflity in section 59(1 He) 
must be of toe same genus as 
the immediately preceding “old 
age, menial illness or handicap 
or physical disability". 

The same reasoning applied 
to sectioir21(l)(a). The words 
“any other circumstances" 
were free-standing categories 
which, though they had to be 
construed in their context, were 
not restricted by any notions of 
physical or mental weakness 
other than such as were inher- 
ent in toe expression “in need 
of care and attention":- 

In ordinary English usage, 
someone, who was unable to 
provide for himself toe basic ne- 
cessities of life could property 
be said to be in need of care 
and attention. He needed at 

least shelter, wannth and food. < 

It seemed, therefore, thjfe' 
section 21fl)(a) did impoaea^f 
duty on the respondents to 
provide for toe applicants if sat- 
isfied any of -them had no' 

other means of support! . 

Anil Magrstb, Barrister.' 

--,A 
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CITY h BUSINESS 


Property wizard seeks backers for a Russian flutter 


at- 





Betting on Russia: Cfielsfleid 
chairman Elliott Bemerd 


TOM STEVENSON 

City Editor 

Bermuda-registered, AIM-list- 
ed. backed by property indus- 
try luminary Elliott Bemerd 
and pl anning to set up an on- 
line lottery in 10 Russian dries* 
the stock market’s latest flota- 
tion candidate yesterday se- 
cured its place at the top of a 
list of ambitious and rmnqnai 
issues. Alea, named after the 
Latin word for a game of 
chance , is hoping for first deal- 
ings on the Alternative Invest- 
ment Market at the beginning 
of next month. 


Alea will be the route for UK 
investors into the Russian na- 
tional lottery, a joint venture be- 

Russian partner? the Russian 
Committee for the Protection of 
Peace (40 per cent). Raising 
£32. 4m in new money, the com- 
pany has plans for lotteries 
around the emerging world, in- 
cluding the former Soviet Union, 
South America and Africa. 

The company is the latest 
venture from Elliott Bemerd, 
chairman of Chelsfield, 
Britain’s ninth largest quoted 
property company, But a serious 
investor on ms own account in 


United wins battle 
for Blenheim with 
£592m agreed bid 


PATRICK TOOHER 

The five month “‘phoney war" for 
control of Blenheim appeared to 
be over yesterday after United 
News & Media, the money 
brokmg-to-newspapers group 
run by Labour peer Lord Hol- 
Hdc, made an agreed £5923m bid 
for the exhibitions organiser. 

Hie deal, coming soon after 
the £3bn merger earner this year 
between of Lord Hollick's MAI 
group and Lord Stevens’ Unit- 
ed Newspapers, will form the 
world's largest trade fair group 
with pro forma sales last year of 
£545m and operating profits of 
£88m. 

“This merger creates a world 
leader in a fast-growing busi- 
ness- to- business sector,” said 
.Lord Hollick. “The fit between 


Miller Fre eman [United’s ex- 
isting exhibitions arm] and 
Blenheim is remarkably good. 
The combination will create 
an exciting range of opportu- 
nities for future growth.” 

United said its 500p a share 
offer had irrevocable accep- 
tances horn investors speaking 
for 5625 per cent of Blenheim. 
These included Blenheim's 
chairman, Neville Bitch, whose 
near 6 per cent stake is worth 
£26.7m; French utility Gen- 
erate des Eaux with 15 per 
cent; and the American lanuzzi 
family with 12 per cent 

The deal increases United’s 
boaowmgsto£62Sni,b(it the in- 
terest bill is comfortably covered 
over seven times by earnings. 

In the City, analysts said 
United appeared to have won 


the fight for Blenheim at a 
very good price while United’s 
assurances that the takeover wiD 

he ea rnings enhawmg in tk frr^t 
sent its shares sharply 



Dmry of the f>;iltle for Blenheim 


28 May 2096- Hefty deeft& fa Btentfato'saftes. Some 4.5m stares, or 
2 percent of tte equity, <2iac^ftands^ ' . & 

5 June - Blenheim SOra Sriyfiijfelt has receded an ap proach flnom 

an unnamed bidder United Madia saMto be In tafle. Sources 

dose to Newfle Buch, Bferfeim'sftttirn&ri, indicate offers worrt be con- 
sidered betow 500p’StarBS-$bat4ty 

7 June - United reported? tables an offer of up to 450p 

'jj’’ 

mid-June - mid-July - Detailed talks betweejf United and Blenheim 

%■ 

19 My - Exclusivity ageement preventing BWfciheim from rwgodadngwrtti 
another potential bidder expires. "... 

31 Jtdjr - Reed Elsevier reportedy enters the fay; Wring Deutsche Mor$n 
GrenfeB as advisors 

1 Aug - United reportafly suspends takeover talks with Blenheim: 

Blenheim tete Stoch Etthange it Is tabs that could teed to takeover 

30 Aug -Hakemer talks terminated with unnamed party, Blenheim teSs 
Stock Exchange shares sfide 

IS Sop - -Btanhahn announces it is back in takeover talks; Reed-Osevier 
befieved to have made a renewed approach; shares soar 

2 Oct- Blenheim posts more than doubled interim pre-tax profits of 
£30.7m, up from £13-lm. Keeps sflent on progress of bid taite 

80ct-VNU picte up 14.90 per cent stake in Blenheim at SOOp draw® 
dawn ram 

IS Od: - United News & Media agrees £592. 5m bid for Blenheim at 500p 
a share with acceptances for 51 per cent of the shares. VNU says it will 
not counter-bid 


23p firmer at 49&5p. 

The agreed offer should put 
to an end months of speculation 
about the future of Blenheim 
since its announcement in June 
that it was in tones that might 
lead to a bid. 

Neither United nor Reed- 
Elsevier, the An^o-Dutch pub- 
lisher also involved in 
protracted bid talks with 
Blenheim, ever publicly ac- 
knowledged their interest. 

Reed is thought to have 
balked at paying over 480p a 
share for Blenheim after Mr 
Buch held out for at least 20p 
a share more. Mr Buch yester- 
day indicated that other parties 
had also expressed an interest 
in Blenheim but he declined to 
say who they were. 

Lord Hollick said Blenheim 
was considered to be a takeover 
candidate "shortly after” the 
£3bn merger of MAI and Unit- 
ed Newspapers earlier this year. 
United later built up a 2 per cent 
stake in Blenheim just before mi- 
da! talks between the two sides 
began in early June until a bid, 
believed to be 450p a share, was 
rejected by Blenheim. 

Lord Hollick defended his 
handling of the tad process. “We 
steadfastly maintained a position 
of no comment throughout We 
are a cautious and slow oak. We 
wanted to see Blenheim's inter- 
ims [published on 2 October].” 

He added that United was 
keen to avoid a contested bid. 
He also denied the timing of the 
deal had anything to do with 
VNLTs dawn raid on Blenheim 
last week when the Dutch pub- 
lishing group picked up a 14.99 
per cent stake at 500p. VNU 
said yesterday it had no inten- 
tion of launching a counter-bid. 


Russia, which is seen, by many 
as the dangerous but potentially 
lucrative wild West of tile cap- 
italist world. Other well-known 
entrepreneurs taking a bet on 
the region include George 
Walker, who is currently intro- 
ducing Russians to the attrac- 
tions of horse racing. 

Through a private company, 
Halstead Services, Mr Bemerd 
has invested in recent years in 
a string of forestry, oil, money 
market trading and gold busi- 
nesses in the former Soviet 
Union and last year he ap- 
pointed tiie former Lonrho 
main board director and Union 


International chief executive 
Terry Robinson to run his em- 
bryonic Russian empire. 

According to Mr Robinson, 
there is enormous untapped de- 
mand for a Camclot-style tot- 
tery in Russia. Recent research 
showed that 64 per cent of 
Russians are aware of toneries, 
many more than for any other 
wagering activity. Some 53 per 
cent like a flutter, a fittie under 
half have already gambled on 
Russia’s off-line lotteries, such 
as scratchcards, and 70 per- 
cent say the chance of winning 
the equivalent of $lxn would 
tempt them to have a go. 


Mr Robinson and his former 
finance director at Union, Paul 
TSyior; bring with them their ex- 
perience of dealing in emerging 
markets such as Africa ana 
Russia. For that, Halstead wifi 
retain a 30 per cent stake in 
Alea following the proposed 
share placing. Essnet, which 
operates totteries in Australia, 
the Netherlands, Germany and 

know£w'^ takoTzOper 
cent stake jq the company. 

New investors, who will sub- 
scribe to a package of ioannotes 

and cqmty,wifl.holdt 50 per cent 
of the stores m return for pro- 


viding all the £32.4m that will 

fond the new venture. There are 
300,000 units on offer at £1U8, 
each of which comprises one 
$100 loan note and 133 shares 
worth an initial 33p. 

The complex fondnpg struc- 
ture is designed to maxnnire the 
return- to equity shareholders, 
with the loan note dement of 
the package paid off as quick- 
ty^wssibte (the target is 18 

be vahied^^^3m and the 
loan notes and shares will trade 
’ cm AIM. 






J 


Tarry RobinwoK 'Enormous 
untapped demand* 
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Early price review should cut water bills 


MICHAEL KARftiSON 

Wiier biQs are set to begin 
falling from the end of the cen- 
tury after the industry regulator, 
Ian Byart of Ofwat, confirmed 
that he is to review price con- 
trols earlier lhan planned. 

Theanjxjuncenieiityesteiday 
sent the store prices of the 
water companies -into reverse 
although some industry repre- 
sentatives welcomed the move 
as a means of obtaining regu- 
latory clarity. 

The current price controls, 
which limit increases to the re- 
tail price index plus 1 per cent 
were introduced in 1995 and 


were dne to run far lOyeais. 

But Mr IJyatt announced yes- 
terday that he had decided to 
review the price limits for all 29 
water and sewerage companies 
in 1999. “The water companies 
are now reporting substantial ef- 
ficiency savings. We will take full 
account of these at the next re- 
view in order that they can be 
passed on to customers,” he 
said. “Customers have seen 
prices rising for too long.” 

The average water bul has 
risen from £118 in 1989, the year 
of privatisation, to £218 now - 
an increase of 85 per cent The 


on the grounds of the £30bnex- 


pendmnte programme the in- 
dustryis undertaking toimprove 
water standards aid dean up 
rivers and beaches. 

The rate of increase has, 
however, been getting progres- 
sively dower. In the first five 
years after privatisation water 
charges rose by 68 per cent and 
sewerage charges by 65 per 
cent. Since 1994 they have risen 
by 83 percent and 13.1 per cent 
respectively, said OfwaL 

Prioes had only been due to 

between 20QOaud 2005under 
the existing price review and in 
some areas such as Yorkshire, 
Severn Trent and North West, 


they would have been frozen. 

It is now almost certain that 
prices will start to come down 
in real terms. “We would not be 
reviewing the controls early if 
we expected to keep them' as 
they are at present,” said an 
Ofwat spokeswoman. 

The water companies’ li- 
cences allow for a review to take 
place half way through the cur- 
rent price control and it has 
been widely assumed in the in- 
dustry that Mr Byatt would 
take advantage of this. 

Pamela Taylor, chief executive 
of the WSater Companies Asso- 
ciation, said the announcement 
represented an important op- 


portunity for (he industry, 
adding that it had not come as 
any surprise. “This review will 
enable all parties - companies, 
the Government, the Environ- 
ment Agency and Ofwnt itself 
- to create a much needed sta- 
ble framework within which 
companies can best serve our 
customers’ needs.” 

The extent to which the wa- 
ter companies are achieving 
savings beyond those assumed 
by the regulator when he sctj£^ 
price controls will become apjg, _ 
parent later this month when ' 
Mr Byatt publishes his annual 
report of capital expenditure by 
the industry. 


Shares break another record as sterling rises 


DIANE COYLE 

Economics Editor 

Shares in London ended at an- 
other record high yesterday, 
while the pound surged more 
than two pfennigs to reach its 
highest Ievd against the German 
mark since the end of 1994. 

The FTSE 100 index ended 
more than 12 points higher at 
4,050.8. It was propelled by an 
eariy surge in shares on Wall 
Street, later reversed by profit- 
taking. The Dow Jones index 
was almost 5 points up at 
6,014.85 by mid-mo rning. 

Although economic figures 
due out on both sides of the At- 
lantic this week and next meant 
trading was light and cautious, 
marry analysts were very opti- 
mistic about the combination of 
solid growth and low inflation 


in the US and UK. “Everything 
looks like economic Nirvana,” 
said Joseph LaVoigna, an econ- 
omist at the WhU Street invest- 
ment bank Lehman Brothers. 

F^jures out today are exfjected 
to show a further decline in the 
number of people Harming un- 


employment benefit and a small 
improvement in government 
last month in the 
UK. US figures for inflation to- 
day and industrial output tomor- 
row are also likely to encourage 
the view that things could not be 
better on the economic front. 


Both arrrenoesstnmgih^ 
with the pound rising to close at 
DM2.4378. Its index against a 
range of currencies was up 0.6 
at 88.6. The dollar was slightly 
high er against the yen and up 
more than a pfennig against the 
mark at DM1.5292 by midday. 


“There is a lot of speculative 
interest in the pound stem- 
ming from the view that it has 
lagged behind the other peri- 
pheral currencies in Europe,” 
said Paul Meggyesyan analyst 
at Deutsche Morgan Grenfefl. 

Adrian Schmidt at Chase 


Strong earnings bolster Wall Street 


DAVID USBORNE 
New York 

Offering fresh fodder to the 
Wall Street bull, a parade of 
American corporations, from 
General Motors to Kodak, re- 
leased third-quarter earrringg re- 
sults yesterday that were far in 
excess of analysts' forecasts. 
The slew of bigher-than- 


expected earnings came on the 
heel of Wall Street’s record- 
setting day on Monday, when 
the Dow Jones Industrial Av- 
erage settled over the 6D00 
mark for the first time in its 100- 
year history. They will do little 
to bolster warnings from the 
minority of bearish analysts 
that the New York markets are 
overvalued compared with 


company earnings. In a partial 
reversal of Monday’s markets 
gains, however, the Dow slipped 
bade somewhat in early trading 
yesterday after profit taking. 

Thirtkquarter profits at Gen- 
eral Motors, the largest of the 
Big Three car makers, came out 
at 51-27bn (£80201), or $1.57 a 
share, double the level achieved 
over the same quarter last year. 


Chrysler also announced on 
Monday a doubling of its third 
quarter profits. Rird results are 
due today. 

Kodak, the world's largest 
maker of fihn and photograph- 
ic paper, unyefled a 21 per cent 
jump in its tfiu ri-q nsw torwfl niiHg ft. 
Net income rose to $4l0m, or 
$1.22 a share, from S338m, or 99 
cents a share, m the 1995 quartet. 


Manhattan agreed: “It is one of 
the few currencies in Europe 
with any scope to move,” he said. 
He predicted sterling will dimb 
to DM250, although warned 
that it will struggle to stay there 
when the econouncrecovery on 
the Continent gets under way. 

The financial markets still ex- 
pect the next move in interest 
rates to be upwards; whereas, 
they see rates on the Continent 
remaining un c hanged; against 
the backbond of tough fiscal 
policies, high unemployment 
and weak growth. . 

The surge in the oil pride to a 
post-Gulf 'fthr high has also 
helped sterling, stm just about 
conaderedapctro-aareiK^The 
price of the benchmark Brent 
erode finure touched $25 a band 
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fund managers 


PETER RODGERS 

financial Editor 

Barclays said yesterday it is to 
integrate its £230bn worldwide 
fond management business in 
one new organisation run from 
Sai> Pvanascck, malting it one of 
'tfafe largest firms of its kind in 
the world. 

As part of the strategy, Bar- 
days’ London fond management 
business is to phase out contacts 
with executives of the companies 
it invests in, and rely instead on 
new techniques of computerised 
analysis to mate investment de- 
cisions cm the ffiObn it has under 
management from the City. 

This policy of relying on 
number crunching wfll bring it 
into line with the San Francis- 
co operation, bared on Wells 
Fargo NIkko Investments, the 
indexed fund manager Bar- 
clays acquired last December 
*~r£282m. 

Lindsay Tbmlinson, who is to 
bejoimd^ e cre uli veofBarcfays 

Global Investors, the new group, 
said BZW was scafing back, meet- 
ings with managements because 
investment decisions based on 
‘ ard data were more reliable. 

Mr Tomlinson said it was 
-niefa harder to spot the duffent 

among directors than 10 years 
ago because company manage- 
ments were “either very pro- 


Hc added: 


ry pr 
very plausible." 

1: “we' don't want 



However. BZW will contii 
ue to use its vote on all tii 
shares it owns and would met 
managements where cox 
tentious corporate gtwernanc 
issues were involved. What th 
company did not want was tb 
“public relations offensive ( 
managements being trundle 
round by brokers." 

As part of the change r 
style in London 11 active fun 
manag ers, two of them directoi 
of the operation, are to quit. 

Mr Tbmlinson is to be j>tifl 
chief executive in London fi 
Patricia Dunn will have th 
same role in San Francisco. Th 
chairman of Barclays global if 
vestorswDl be Fted Grauer, als 
from the San Francisco end. 

BG1 is part of Barclays Asst 
Management, chaired by Job 
Miriey, who reports direct t 
Martin T&ykir. Bardavs chief c? 
ecu five, rather than to tb 
group's investment bank. BZV 

Barclays is to continue ol 
fering active fund managemer 
as well as the indexed business 
where the San Francisco core 
pany is the world's largest. 

However, with the now tedi 
niques the difference betweci 
active and indexed fund man 
agement had become pape 
thin, Mr Tbmlinson said. 

The new advanced tech 
niques of active fund manoea 
men! used data on mnjtf 
sentiment - such as ana** 
forecasts and. trading pattern 
of other investors - as well a 
traditional balance sheet an 
cash flow valuation technique* 
Comment, nage .21 
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Resort of freedom 
Peter Young was given 
at Morgan Grenfell to 
back his hunches is 
becoming the 
exception. From that 
point of view, clients 
can breath a sigh of 
belief. Out go the 
mavericks, in come 
the grey, besuited 
professionals' 


Why talking to management is a waste of time 

deride that the price demanded for leuing 
them hid for South West is not worth 


^° U are " or rather its invest- 
_„J Den : raanagement side, thinks going oat 
rino seemg companies a waste of toe. Get- 
to know a company, its strategy and 
management do longer matters, its top 
brass seem to have derided. In*a^ , mno- 
ner crunching and modelling is aH The new 
involves the old heave bo for 11 
of BZWs more traditional fund managers. 
/•V s ? “ e OTe s that presumably bold to 

the old judgmental approach to spotting a 
investment, and like to be wmed and 
amed by our leading companies. In their 
piacecome the new tedmocrais. who invest 
according to a strict company model built 
around sentiment and valuation criteria, with 
a utt ie bit of what directors are up to in their 
ownshare dealings added in for fun. 

The biggest part of BZW*s asset man- 
agement business these days is already in 
indexed fu nds , which require no active 
management at alL But even on the “active” 
side, BZW plans to confine investment 
strategy within lightly set parameters from 
here o n In. This is veiy much the modern 
approach. The sort of freedom Peter Young 
was given at Morgan Grenfell to back his 
hunches is becoming the exception, even in 
quite spec ialise d funds. From that point of 
view, clients can breath a sigh of beBeL Out 
go the mavericks, in come the grey, besuited, 
professionals. 

Presumably this is what the cb'enls want; 
pcrtainly it fe easy to see wiw BZW thinks see^ 
mg companies a waste of time. Send your 


young manager out on a day trip to 
of Watford and as likely os not he'll 
be misled hy the crafty old owner proprietor 
into believing this the best investment prospect 
since Microsoft. At the same lime, you have 
to wonder whether these new methods are 
really ary better dan the old judgmental 


not seem to have worked particularly wdl for 
PDFM over the past 18 months. 

There are other dangers as well. The 
recent tread has been for institutional share- 
holders to become more involved and active 
in the affairs of the companies they own. The 
“meeting companies is a waste of time” 
Approach runs in the opposite direction. 
Without that interface, managements are 
going to find it harder to understand the 
demands of their leading shareholders. 
Ownership and management will become 
even more divorced than it is at present, with 
unpredictable and possibly quite adverse 
consequences. 

The importance of 
timing for water firms 

TTTith the impeccable liming that has 
VV become its hallmark, Yorkshire Water 
chose yesterday to announce an end finally 
to water restrictions on its long-suffering 
customers just as Tan Byatt at Ofwat was 
unveiling plans to bring (hem lower bills 


earlier than expected. If nothing else, the 
company that labours under the soubriquet 
of Britain’s most hated business and its reg- 
ulator are rowing roughly in the same direc- 
tion at last. 

For once, Yorkshire is actually ahead of 
the wave. Because of its Httle spot of bother, 
its prices were already due for review in 
1999. not 2005 when the current price con- 
trols run out. Moreover, it is one of the small 
hand of water companies that has already 
voluntarily offered customers money back 
from efficiency gains, before being pushed 
in at the deep end by Mr Byatt. 

The fact that the remaining 28 water and 
sewerage companies ore also to have their 
price controls reviewed five years early will 
provoke predictable howls that another 
watchdog has tom up its regulatory contract 
with shareholders. 

In fad. it was universally assumed that Mr 
Byatt would exploit the clause that allows 
him to revisit the price controls early. The 
civil servants around at the Department of 
(he Environment inadvertently let the cat 
out of the bag anyway when they renewed 
his contract in June. The more interesting 
questions are whether he is justified in h£ 
intentions and why hw Ms chosen to 
announce them three years u. dvsu. :. 

The answer to the’ first depends u«on 
where you sit. There is no doubt that the re; 
ulatory climate is becoming more uncom- 
fortable for investors in these oumpaimn. So 
much so that Severn Trent and Wessex may 


paying. 

On the other band, shareholders can 
hardly complain. These companies have 
proved fabulous investments; the return is 
still way ahead of what it should be for bog 
standard, monopoly utilities. Furthermore 
it would be an odd regulator who let price 
controls run for 10 years and ignored the evi- 
dence of how much more efficient the com- 
panies under his charge were becoming. 
Only six out of 28 have attempted to man- 
age' the regulatory risk by volunteering 

price reductions. 

The answer to the second -why announce 
H now— has to do with a much shorter time- 
frame, There are only six months left until 
John Major has to call an election. Ian Byatt 
wants to remain around If Tony Bilair 
replaces him. 

RBS’s independence may 
hinge on Direct Line 



timing 

decision to end his profit sharing arrange- 
ment with Roval Bank of Scotland. 

;n 1994. the bank agreed lo pay him the 
best pan of £40m over a two year period as 
a bonus and buwul premium for his contract 
with Direct Line, its immensely successful 


i telephone insurance subsidiary. Now Direct 
j Line s profits are falling alarmingly dose lo 
'?. n «hmc point and with hindsight Mr 
Wood has performed the rare feat of gel ting 
I out at the top of the market. 

; The generosity of Mr Wood's profit shar- 
ing arrangement, and the reason if cost so 
much tuget rid of the contract, was a result 
of Royal s decision some time earlier to bu\ 
out his direct equity slake in Ihe business. 

As Royal ne\er tired of pointing out at the 
lime - lo defied criticism of the board lor 
. employing the fattest rat in the UK. - he 
| *‘°“Id have been quite a lot richer still if he 
; had kept his original equitv. 

.Nohodv. including Mr Wood, could eas- 
!fy have foreseen at the time quite howcni- 
IjV 031 , * lu Motor insurance business would 
1 become and how many direct sellers would 
enter the market. It was even harder to 
envisage the soaring court awards made 
recently for personal injury damages. 

In recent judgements the u mils have been 
assessing claims on the basis of standardised 
tables that project the loss of future eam- 
ipgs i ha i might be sustained through injurv . 
The hill for insurers is. ;isa ctmsci|uciici*, far 
higher than it used to he. and this applies 
to all the claims in the pipeline. 

By setting up Direct Line in the first place, 
Mr Wood may well have saved the Kink’s 
reputation, and perhaps its independence, 
with Direct Line now looking jaded. Ilie 
questions will be asked afresh aUml whether 
Royal has an independent future. 


Grim forecast on 
Direct Line profits 
hits RBS shares 



:• t 
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JfLLTREANOR 

Banking Correspondent 

Royal Bank of Scotland’s shares 
were knocked yesterday as Hugh 
Pye, the top-rated analyst at 
BZW, sharply cut his forecasts 
for the annparty'sDirectliafiin- 
jranCe subsidiary due to sus- 
ied pricing pressure on 
i and a big increase in 
'per sonal liability d amis . . 

- BZW yesterday recommend- 
ed its clients to sell R BS sha res, 
a constituent of the FTSE .100. 

JE50m to £16m for the l995/96 
year. Shares m RBS, which have 
been buoyed recently by 
takeover speculation, dropped 
13p to 52£5p, a Sharp contrast 
to other top equities which reg- 
istered further rises to take the 
FTSE 100 index to an all- time 
high of 4,058.8. 

Looking further ahead, BZW 
has cut its forecast for Direct 
Line, which landed its founder, 
Peter Wood, a £34m payout a 
couple of years ago, for 1996/^7 
from £75m to £25ra and for 


1997/98 from £100m to £33ra. 

Overall, BZW said Direct 
line wouldhit RBS’s profits and 
it cut its forecast for the bank to 
£675m of profit for its latest fi- 
nancial year, which ended last 
month. While that is lower than 
its earlier forecast of £709m it is 
stiD an increase an the £602m that 
RBS made in 1995. 

“Direct line is suffering from 
a sharp increase in personal li- 
ability claims and the ladtofany 
easing in premium price com- 
petition,” _Mj- Pye said. 

^jbeertamty in Direct line's 

to deter potential agressors. 
Further rumours wfll probably 
trigger the . approach denials 
that put paid to last year's spec- 
ulation,” he added. 

Direct Line declined to 
commentyesterd^r as it is in the 
“dosed period’* ahead of its 
results. 

But at the hallway stage Di- 
rect Line said it expected an im- 
provement in the premiums it 
charged for motor insurance, 
which accounts fox around 75 per 
cent of its business, during the 


seoand half of the year, 
though, are cutting their fore- 
casts because competition in 
the market has remained fierce 
and the sharp increases in pre- 
miums necessary to build up 
profits are not emerging. 

“Insurers are putting premi- 
ums up but it’s pretty modest at 
3 to 5 per cent against claims 
which are rising [at a similar rate] 
which is allowing no great im- 
provement in profits,” said 
Trevor May, insurance analyst at 
Salomon, the US investment 
bank. •; 

Abo addfeg&gtoas’ fpes, .*:■ 
espedaDy those in the motor in- 
dustry, are a sharp increase in 
persdnaMiabilfty daims through 
the courts, which are granting 
higher awards because they have 
started to assess personal injury 
awards through Ogden Tibbies. 

These Tables standardise the 
claims awarded byprojectmgfu- 
ture earnings potential of the in- 
jured party. “The resulting 
rewards are significantly higher 
than hitherto, and not allowed 
for in current premium rates," 
said BZW. 



Founder’s windfall: Peter Wood, Direct Line’s creator, received a £24m payout 
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The creation of a new offence 
of obtaining a money transfer by 
deception was proposed by the 
Law Commission yesterday in 

an effort to block a loophole that 
allows mortgage fraudsters to es- 
cape prosecution. 

The proposals in the report 
“Offences of Dishonesty. Mon- 
ey Transfers" are a response to 
the House of Lords decision in 
the Preddy case earlier this 
vear. That held that the alleged 
mortgage fraudsters had not 


breached the 1968 Theft Act be- 
cause they had not gained 
“property belonging lo another”. 

The effect of allowing the 
Preddy appeal is that is has be--, 
come “very difficult to prosecute 
mortgage fraudsters or any- 
body who obtains money dis- 
honestly by any means other 
than cash payment”, says the 
Law Commission. 

Mortgage fraud has not been ; 
a big problem in recent years be- 
cause the flatness of the bous- 
ing market meant that building - 
societies and banks were not - 


competing fiercely to lend mon- 
ey. However, it was previously 
an important issue for lenders, 
who frequently found them- 
selves at the mercy of dishon- 
est borrowers, often acting in 
conceit with oomiptvalueors and 
solicitors. 

At its simplest, mortgage 
fraud involves an' individual 
seeking a loan to buy a house 
and then using the money ob- 
tained for a completely differ- 
ent purpose. But many people 
developed far more sophisti- 
caled scams, some of which in- 


volved several transactions tak- 
ing place on the same day. 

A spokeswoman for the 
CouncO of Mortgage Lenders 
gave a cautious welcome to 
the proposals, which could take 
many months lo become iaw. “It 
looks very helpful and very 
welcome in tackling these prob- 
lems,” she said. However, she 
added that she fell the law 
change should be retrospective. 

The Law Commission said it 
had rejected tins on the grounds 
that it would not be feasible. 

A spokesman lor the Halifax, 


Britain's largest mortgage 
lender, said he supported the 
plans for a change in principle, 
but his organisation had sug- 
gested a much simpler change 
-amending the Theft Act to cov- 
er credit as well as property. 

In its report, the Law Com- 
mission also seeks (o combat 
problems stemming from the 
Preddy ruling that a credit bal- 
ance resulting from one indi- 
vidual using deception to obtain 
a transfer of funds from another 
person's account to his own 
probably does not come with- 


in the definition of stolen goods. 

It therefore recommends that 
there should be a new offence 
of retaining credits from dis- 
honest sources. A credit would 
be regarded as wrongful if it de- 
rived from such means as theft, 
blackmail, stolen goods or the 
new offence of obtaining a 
transfer by deception. 

Now that the housing market 
is recovering in most parts of the 
country, there is a danger that, 
without a change in legisla- 
tion, mortgage fraud could rise 
again. 


Gehe sells drug 

manufacturing 

operations 
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Gehe, the German drags 
locked in a two-way fight lor 
Lloyds Chemists, yeste«ky 
«Sced plans to sen ib> re- 
maining drugs DBdOliEmS 
operations to concentrate on « 
panding further m drugs 

W ^^OTpnny stld die sale was 
not related its 
UniChcm for UoydsCtanr^ 
which is currently bejgw 

nisedtytheUKwry^^ 

“to^menext^ 


TS "Sd that l hesams 
of divi- 

sssissa- 


free-up cash for another Lloyds 
Chemists bid, the company de- 
nied that this was the reason for 

the sale. _ ■ . 

The largest manufacturing 
division is being sold to Sandoz, 
the Swiss pharmaceuticals i com- 
pany, for DM640 (£280m). 
Gehe’s French unit GNRr. 
pharma, is being bought by 
BASF, the German chemicals 
riant Gehe dedined to name 
the buyers or prices of the two 
other divisions as the deals, 
have not yet been ctopjeted. 
Fattier ihis summer, Gehe sola 
a 75 per cent stake in an rast 
German manufacturer for 
DM500 (£217m). . 

Gehe’s move takes itc* 0 ^ 

toitsgoalofranlringfflnOTgthe 

•gssryWffi 

^Ch^problem was ^were 

Sawssss 

jjoncentrate on the other area* 



Bid battle continues: Allen Lloyd of Lloyds Chemists 


said Gehe’s chief financial 
officer, KariTGerhard Eick. 

Gehe and UniChem have 
Tjeen locked in alO-month bid- 
ding war for Lloyds, ’winch has 
currently been stalled as UK mo- 
nopoly authorities senainise 
how wen each group has com- 
plied with certain requirements. 

Mr Hck said Gene had met 
its requirements and awaited an 


answer from the Office of Fair 
Trading. Gehe and UniChem 
* are required to submit to the 
OFT by this Friday details of 
/ how they plan to dispose of sev- 
eral wholesaling warehouses. 
These plans will then be sub- 
mitted to. the Department of 
Hade and Industry. “>%• are still 
interested in Lloyds Ch«iInisls, ,, 
'Mr Eick said. 


Paper price rise 
threat to printers 


PATRICK TOOHER 

Soaring carbonless paper prices 
are threatening to pul many 
smaller printers out of business, 
it was claimed yesterday. 

Kalamazoo, a leading man- 
ufacturer of primed business 
forms, hit out at “outrageous" 
price increases of 30 per cent 
m the last month for the paper 
grade used for invoices and 
order forms. 

“There can be absolutely no 
justification for the way that 
paper mills and merchants have 
been behaving," said Alan 
Bateman, manufacturing dir- 
ector at Kalamazoo's security 
printing division. 

“During the last four weeks 
we have been notified of two 
separate rises, 10 percent four 
weeks ago, now 20 per cent. 
What makes these rises harder 
to stomach is that all the 
suppliers seem to act at once." 
Mr Bateman added that the 
industry had no alternative but 
lo pass on these costs to 
customers. 

Arjo Wiggins Appleton, the 
biggest producer of carbonless 
paper in Europe, declined to 
comment on the claims, while 
nobody was available from the 


National Association of Paper 
Merchants, a trade body. 

Ago Wiggins is at the centre 
of price-fixing allegations in the 
US where its American sub- 
sidiary, Appleton, is defending 
charges that it conspired with 
competitors to fix the price of 
thermal fax paper in a period 
up to 1991. 

Paper prices have been on a 
roller-coaster ride in recent 
years, recording their sharpest 
increase in two decades in 1995 
only to halve to S500 a tonne 
in the first six months of this 
year. 

Metafile swings in the price of 
pulp - tlte basic raw material for 
paper makers - were blamed, 
but since the recent introduc- 
tion of a futures and options 
market in various grades of 
pulp, prices have become more 
stable. 

Kalamazoo claims that the 
abundance of pulp at the mo- 
ment has only added to print- 
ers' frustration. 

“Now that the market has 
revived and capacity has been 
reduced, prices have been 
hiked in an attempt to make up 
for profit lost in the first six 
months of the year," Mr Bale- 
man said. 


In Brief 


■ Rupert Murdoch is planning to spin off a subsidiary of News 
Corporation, News Digital Systems, and sell 20 per cent of it pub- 
licly. The chairman and chief executive of News COrp told the 
company’s annual meeting yesterday that it also expects to launch 
its American Sfcv Broadcasting satellite service by this time next 
year. News Digital Systems, which News Corp bought six months 
ago, is based in the UK and comprises News Datacom and Digi- 
Media Vision. “We will be floating that company in the next two 
or three weeks as a separate company and selling about 2il per 
cent of it in order to make it more independent and to reassure 
our competitors and Lhird parties with whom wc do business." 
said Mr Murdoch. It will be called Digital Media Services and 
News Corp said it will probably be listed on the London Stock 
Exchange. News Digital Systems designs and develops end-to- 
end video and data broadcasting systems, including compression, 
encryption and conditional access technologies. 

Murdoch's sporting strategy, page 28 


• CSX Corporation, a transport group, has agreed to buy Con- 
rail, the US rail operator, for $S.4bn (£5_3bn), which will make 
CSX the world's largest freight, transportation and logistics provider. 
Under the merger, set lo he completed in late 19^7, CSX said it 
will pay $92250 in a combination of cash and slock for each share 
of Cnhrail's common stock. After the deal, CSX will have pro- 
jected annual revenues of more than $14bn and offer domestic 
and international rail, container-shipping, barge, and contract lo- 
gistics services. The purchase of Cnnraii will expand CSX’s rail 
service in the US cast of the Mississippi River, including a 29.045- 
mile system covering a territory from Chicago. Boston and New 
York to Miami and New Orleaas. 

•Auto link Concessionaires A19. a company formed by Amcy. 
Taylor Woodrow Construction and Sir Robert McAlpinv. has been 
awarded a design, build, finance and operate contract for the 
A19/A16S Dish forth to Tyne Tunnel. The company said the op- 
eration, maintenance and capital expenditure on the network was 
expected to be in the order of £330m cash over the period of the 
concession. Autolinfc said the 30-ycar contract was for the oper- 
ation and maintenance of some 120 kilometres of the AlbS, A l 1 # 
and the A 174 covering the major trunk routes from Ihe A I at 
Dishforlh to the Tyne Tunnel. The company said the initial con- 
struction of capital works included the building of Ihe Norton to 
Parkway improvement scheme, which is valued al some £5t)m. 

•Boots plans to open up to fivt Boots The Chemists stores in 
the Irish Republic at a cost of £7.6m. The first store will open 
early November 1996 m the new Jervis Shopping Centre, Dublin. 
This store will cost £3.bm and will create 150 jobs. In spring 1997. 
Boots will open stores in Thllaght and Dun Laoghatrc costing 
£0.75m and creating over 60 jobs. Boots said it was currently in 
negotiations for properties in Blanche rdstown and the Quarry- 
vale development. If these negotiations prove successful, a fur- 
ther 190 jobs could be created with an investment of £5.25m, it 
said. Boots The Chemists has 25 stores in Northern Ireland, where 
there are also seven Boots Opticians practices. 

•Adair Thornei; the director-general of the CBL said yesterday 
that the UK must keep its options open on European monetary 
union, regardless of whether the government derided to join. 
Speaking at the Lombard Association Dinner in the City of Lon- 
don Mr Turner warned that whatever Britain derided, other Eu- 
ropean nations looked like they were going to go ahead with EMU 
in 1999. The UK should plan accordingly, he said. Mr Turner called 
for a detailed debate of the economic issues. He said member- 
ship could reduce economic volatility and business uncertainly 
bat could also make labour markets less flexible. 
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DATA BANK 


FTSE 100 
4050.8 +12,1; 
FTSE 250 - 
• 4448.9 +5.4 : 
FTSE 350 
2013.3 4-5.2 . 
SEAQ VOLUME 
804.8m shares* 
44,567 bargains 
GDts Index 
94.79 +0.07. 


SHARE SPOTLIGHT 


share price, pence 
350 — , - ■ ■ ■ 
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Banks left in the shade as Footsie ends on new peak 


QND J FMAM J J ASO 


The high street dealing banks 
were pushed to one side as the 
stock market continued to 
frolic in the hazy autumn 
sunshine. 

Although surrendering half 
its gain in late trading, the 
Fbotsie blue chips index ended 
at another high, up 12.1 points 
to 4.050.8. 

But bankers failed to make 
a significant contribution to the 
advance. Negative comments 
from Barclays de Zoete Wedd 
on Royal Bank of Scotland and 
Cazenove on Standard Char- 
tered created the unease. 

Royal Bank fell 13p to 
52IL5p and Standard 18p to 
693_5p. 

BZW is worried about the 
increasing competition Royal 
Bank’s Direct Line insurance 
arm is facing. It cut its profit 
forecasts for this year from 
£709m to £675m and next 
from £743m to £690m. 

Caz’s anxiety stemmed from 
a suspected slowdown in the 


Far East which could wipe the 
gloss from Standard's growth. 
The stockbroker is thought to 
have expressed its fears at a 
series of meetings with insti- 
tutional investor. Caz is one 
of the bank's house brokers. 

Other banks were caught in 
the analytical flak. Bank of 
Scotland fell 6p to 273p and 
Lloyds TSB 7p to 408p. Bar- 
clays, confirming rumours it is 

merging its investment man- 
agement arms, was one to 
ignore the gunfire, climbing 
9.5p to 975 Jp, a peak. 

Analysts aid not confine 
their interest to bankers. 
Imperial Tobacco, demerged 
from Hanson, encountered 
sell advice from Credit Lyon- 
nais Laing. 

Researchers Ian Rennard- 
son and Janet Lear declared: 
“The share price does not ful- 
ly reflect the risks Imperial 
faces in its push to grow over- 
seas profits against a dedining 
UK market”. 




MARKET REPORT 


DEREK PAIN 


The shares, up to 417p since 
the split, fell a further 2p to 
391p. 

Smith & Nephew slipped a 
further 4.75p to 2Q6.75p as 
BZW’s highly rated drugs 
anatyg Steve Plag turned seller 
complaining the healthcare 
group was cursed by “lousy” 
markets. He said be viewed the 
pressure it faced in the US with 
“trepidation”. 

Burton, the retailer, held at 
148 .25p. Nick Bubb at stock- 
broker Mees Pierson believes 


for it and the shares remain a 
buy. He forecasts profits for the 
year ended August of £155m 
with £225m in sight for 1998. 

Waters slipped lower on the 


prospect of earlier price curbs 
with Wessex, off l95p to 325p, 
suffering the additional dis- 
comfort that a 20 per cent stake 
could soon be on offer; elec- 
tricities dimmed cm Goldman 
Sachs caution. 

Oils were mixed despite fur- 
ther crude strength. British Pe- 
troleum fell 11.5p to 684p in 
response to an explosion at its 
Ohio refinery. E nte rprise (Mb’ 
gusher came to an end with the 
shares down llJSp to 567 Jp o»r 
profit taking. Shell gamed 
11.5p to l,040-5p. 

Bass, weak recently, rallied 
15.5p to 779 -5p on hopes its 
take over of Carisberg Tfetley 
will be deaxed soon and the 
Brussels’ decision to postpone 


any review of the tied house 
system. 

Sports retailers Blacks 
Leisure and JJB Sports raced 
to new peaks with Blacks up 
19p to 3ll.5p and JJB 13p to 


19p to 3llJ5p and JJB 13p to 
335 ^p. They were encouraged 
by the high er than expected 
flotation price accorded JD 
Sports. Laura Ashley, the fur- 
nishing group, scored a 10 Jp 
gain to 2025p with vague 
takeover chatter mingling with 
hopes hs recovery is gathering 
strength. Dalgety, the petfood 
group, came in for a round of 
late buying which lifted the 
shares off their low to 312p. 

BShyB kept up its progress 
with an 18p gain to 6/5-5p. A 
stock shortage - and Rupert 
Murdoch's upbeat statement - 

S t the pnee on course for 
a. German buying is also 
(y to be an influence. 
Bkrihrim rose 23p to 496.5p 
as United News & Media 
finally stirred into action. Ils of- 
fer has already been accepted 


by shareholders 
56-5 per cent ol 


565 per cent of the capitaL 
United gained 4(h) to 693 ,5p. 
Bat another United - Man- 
chester- lost its takeover ex- 
citement, Ming 26.5p to 
5325p. 

. VkieoLogic added 2L5p to 
535p with Merrill Lynch said 
r to be about to produce a buy 
recommendation, and virtual 
reality group Superscape 
soared lo25p to 565p follow- 
ing a deal with Microsoft 

WkdNMmK, the stzuffilmg 
computer group, fell 43p to 
Kip following a cautious state- 
ment and Creigjhtons* Natu- 
rally, a fragrance and soap 
business, fell 25p to 67-5p on 
die latest boardroom change. 

Hollas, the textile group, 
Aimed a shade to 4.75p after 
Monday’s fall. The company 
said it was negotiating the sale 
of its yam business and should 
make a statement on the dis- 
posal, together with its figures, 
shortly. 


TAKING STOCK 


□it looks asthough Hflls- 
down Holdings has sold hs 
125 per cent interest in 
PrincedaJe, the plastic dis- 
play and marketing services 
group. Sir Harry Solomon, a 
former chief of Hfllsdown, is 
ontfae Prmcetiale board. In 
heavy trading, with turnover 
pot at 19.2 million, the shares 
gained 2p to 33p. 

□Spring Ram, the bathroom 
and kitchen group, enjoyed a 
rare advance. Chairman 
Roger Regan caused the stir 
by nearly doubling his share- 
holding, buying 500,000 at 
12p. After selling its door di- 
vision Spring Ram is expect- 
ed to return to die black next 
year although losses of 
£2£5m are liltefy time. 

QBahyrchik, the Russian 
gold venture* gained 95p to 
245p. It is rumoured to be 
finding k difficult to attract 
the cash injection it needs. 
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MICHAEL HARRISON 

Inchcape, the international 
motor and distribution group 
yesterday completed its re- 
structurmg programme bw sell- 
ing Us Bahi Hogg insurance 
oroktng business to Aon Cor- 
poration of the US for £I60m. 

The deal surprised the City, 
which had been expecting Bain 
Hogg to be demerged, but the 
reaction was nevertheless pos- 
itive. The price being paid by 
Aon, which made an unsuc- 
cessful approach for Bain Hogg 
: a year ago, is about £30m higher 

ai than the value analysts were 
placing on a demerged Bain 
W Hogg. 

In addition, Inchcape will 
avoid having to spend the £20m 
restructuring provision for Bain 
Hogg announced alongside its 
interim results last month. It 
also avoids ha ving to main* a net 
cash contribution of £13m to re- 
capitalise the business. 

Inchcape will incur a pre-tax 
exceptional loss on the sale of 
£I95m, mainly through the writ- 
ing back of goodwill But this 
loss will be largely offset by the 
flSOm exceptional profit the 
group will make from last 
week's £3S0m sale of its testing 
services division to a group led 
by Charterhouse Development 
Capital. 

Philip Cushing, Inch capes 
chief executive, said: ‘'The val- 
ue gleaned for shareholders 
from this deal is considerably 
greater than had we gone down 
the demerger route." 

The deal was brokered by the 
US investment bank Morgan 
Stanley, which has acted in the 
oast for both Inchcape and 
rAon, the world's second biggest 
insurance brokerage. 

Patrick Ryan, chairman and 
chief executive of Aon, flew into 
London a fortnight ago and be- 
gan working on the deal from, 
a suite in the Savoy Hotel.', v -‘ 



Philip Cushing: Deal with Aon was signed 4am yesterday 


rape continued with prepara- 
tions for a demerger even after 
the two sides had- sat down to 
serious negotiations in the 
middle of last week. 

Even as the two teams were 
working through the night on 
Tuesday to finalise the deal, 
Inchcape was having 36,000 
copies of the listing particulars 
printed in case the sale to Aon 
fell through and it had to fall 
back on a demerger. 

Bain Hogg was formed in 
April 1994 when Inchcape 
bought Hogg Group for £J76m ■ 
and merged it with its own 
Bain Clarkson division to form 
Britain’s biggest insurance bro- 
kerage and the 11th largest in 
the world. Bain Hogg employs 
.4,000 people worId-wide._Opi 
erating profits fast year were 
T2&7m o&tuifi^af£mfim. 


: There is about £6m of cash in 
the business, which Aon wifl 
inherit. . . 

The proceeds of the sale will 
be used to cut Inchrape's bor- 
rowings. The Bain Hogg and 
Testing Services sales win reduce 
gearing from 74 per cent to 
5 per cenL 

Patrick Ryan, chairman and 
chief executive of Arm, said the 
acquisition of Bain Hogg would 
provide it with the platform to 
develop in Europe, the Far 
East, Latin America, the 
Caribbean and Africa. 

The disposal programme 
leaves Inchcape with its main 
motor vehicles distribution busi- 
ness, principally for Ibyota cars, 
the shipping services business . 
.and soft drinks, office i 
and consumer And 
"prbrhrctsfiistiS&aim arm. 



JD Sports on track for growth 

The Investment Column 


John David Sports could not have 
timedits stock market flotation any bet- 
ter. Sports retailing is the boom sec- 
tor of the high street at the moment 
with repfica football shirts and brand- 
ed trainers selling like there’s no 
tomorrow. 

The big branded sportswear 
companies such as Nike and Reebok 
axe supporting the boom with huge 
advertising spends. Their ever- 
expanding ranges of roods axe help- 
ing companies like JD Sports grab 
share not just from sports shops but 
other dothing retailers. 

The sector’s growth has put a rocket 
under the sha re p ri ce s of retailers such 
as JJB Sports and Blacks Leisure. JJB 
shares have risen five fold since the 
company came to the market in 
November 1994. Blacks Leisure has 
done even better, rising by a factor of 
10 in the same period. 

. AH this has helped JD Sport’s cause 
and the company’s advisers have 
reflected this in the pricing. Priced at 
a 285p per share - the top end of 
expectations - the company is valued 
at £132. 6m with a historic rating of 
almost 28 and a prospective p/e of 21 . 
This is heady stuff. 

Bui demand from institutions has 
been strong with talk of the issue be- 
ing five or sixtimes subscribed. The 
usual problem s that this is only a plac- 
ing so the public caxmot gel their hands 
on the duxes until they start trading 
on 22 October. 

There is talk of them rising to at least 
a 25 premium so private investors will 
find it even more expensive to get a 
slice of the action. 

That is not to say it might not be 
worth iL JD Sports is a well-regarded 
company with a good track record. 
Founded with a single store in Bury in 
1981 it now has 61 outlets. The float 
is raising £8.9m of new money which 
will help fund an expansion pro- 
gramme of 25 stores a .year rising to 
total of around 200. 

JD has three formats with the core 
JD Sports chain accounting far 54 of 
the total. The others are AthJeisure, a 
more leisure oriented format, and 
JD, a smaller format of the mam 
chain. A larger out-of-town concept is 
also under consideration. 

The margins are healthy. The 
company has been growing rapidly over 
the last few years and last year made 
pre-tax profits of £6.7m on sales of 
£5 6m. Footwear-accounts for 52 per 
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growing to fast the shares are certainty 
worth a look. The caveat is that this 
is a fashion-led business where trends 
wax and wane. Ride with it while it lasts 
but the real trick is knowing when to 
jump Off 

Russian lottery 
a risky business 


oper, were not 


d, the property devel- 
behind the proposed 


h is hard to imagine many investors ; 
ing a second glance. A riskier propo- 
sition fr wotdd be hard to inugjne than 
this one - faring up to the Mafia cm 
their home patch, AJea plans to launch 
an on-line lottery in 10 Russian cities 
via a Bermuda-registered. AIM-quoted 
vehicle. 

If that sounds like a recipe for dis- 
aster, the fact that new investors are to 
stump up the total cost cf the $39m pro- 
ject, while Mr Bernard's family retains 
a 30 per cent stake and operator 
Essnet keeps 20 per cent, does little to 
soothe nerves. If you are going to take 
risks, it usually makes sense to do it with 


■ other people’s money and all Mr 
Bemerd stendsto lose is his reputation. 

But therein lies the cushion. 1 1 is hard 
to imag ine anyone less willing to risk 
his name on a speculative overseas ven- 
ture when he has built up such a rep- 
utation in the UK property market 
through his quoted vehicle Oielsfidd. 
owner of Wentworth golf course, the 

Meny HSU shopping centre in Dudley 
(bought at a knock-down price) and a 
stake in die proposed redevelopment 
of a derelict site in White City. 

The prospects for a Russian lottery 
are certainty enticing. There arc 15il 
mini m people in a country with a pen- 
chant for a flutter, where the quoted 
average salary of $2,000 a year vastly 
understates the true figure thanks to 
a thri ving Mach economy. Almost half 
the Russians polled in a recent survey 
are already playing off-line lotteries 
(saatchcards and the like). 

The management, in the form of 
former Lonrho and Vestey man Terry 
Robinson, knows the patch and has 
linked up with a strong Russian part- 
ner and one of the world’s leading lot- 
tery operators to run the show. The 
funding structure, raising most of the 
cash in the form of debt, should leave 
plenty for equity’ holders once the bor- 


TIE RACK: AT A GLANCE 
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rowings are paid off. The placing 
price of 33p a jJwre compares with a 
projected earnings per share figure for 
1999 of 39.7p. 

. This will either make a fortune for 
us investors or lose their shirts for 
them. Aka Is a Latin word for “a game 
of chance” - only the individual share- 
holder can know whether he is pre- 
pared to play that game. He should do 
so with his eyes open. 

Tie Rack rolls 
out new format 

Some of Tie Rack’s ties may be a bit 
vivid but there is nothing flash about 
the management. Led by the irre- 
pressible Ruy Bishkn and chief exec- 
utive Nigel McGinlcy, Tie Rack is a 
cautiously run business with £l2m in 
the hank and no need to resort to 
external finance. It Ls also one of the 
few. retailers to have made a decent fist 
of international expansion. With its 
problems in the L'S behind it. Tie Rack 
now h;Ls almost 41KI stores in 2n coun- 
tries and its early protestations that it 
was no Sock Shop ha\ c been home ■ nit 
h> subsequent events. 

Its business is so heavily weighted to 
the second half and Christmas that its 
interims only sav a limited amount 
about the company’s performance. 
Even so. U was a creditable perfor- 
mance with pre-tax profits up 23 per 
cent to £604,(K>fl in the six months to 
August. Like- tor-like sales were up 
anywhere between (I and 5 per cent (the 
company declined to be more specific) 
with current trading similar. 

Eight more Tie Racks have opened 
in the second half so fur with a total 
of 15 new outlets planned for the rest 
of the period. Europe and the Far East 
are the main targets. 

After a lengthy trial the company is 
now expanding its Rolling Luggage 
Company, which sells suitcases with 
extendable handles and wheels. Five 
have opened so fur with two more hy 
the year-end. Management says the 
concept is profitable though it has not 
released details. No other new formats 
are planned 

Tie Rack designs over 90 per cent 
of its tics in-house and did well over 
Ihe summer with its Euro % range. A 
new range of Star Trek ties are also 
selling well. 

NatWest is forecasting full-year 
profits of £8.7m. With the shares 35p 
higher at I80p yesterday, they trade on 
a protective price-earning ratio of 17, 
a slight discount to the sector. The 
shares have enjoyed a good run but are 
worth holding. 
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PETER RODGERS . 

Financial Editor 

In a new coup for London in the 
• bailie for financial supremacy 
with Frankfurt, Dresdner Bank 
said yesterday it is to centralise 
all its Eurobond dealings at 
Dresdner Kleinwort Benson in 
^ . the City. 

This follows the announce- 
1 -Jj? ■ ment of plans to acquire Luthy 
Bafllie Dowselt PethJck, a 
London-based research advice 
and broking boutique which 


irploys 18 people^ 


frame*'* 


firm, led by Peter Luthy 

and Jan Bethick, will be inte- 
grated with the Kleinwort fixed 
income basin ess and will take 
world-wide responsibility for 
trading and issuing Eurobonds 
in ihe Dresdner group. 

Gerhard Abel and Klaus 


. Roehricbt, the aurenl heads of 
Dresdnef s Eurobond trading, 
will report to London from 
Frankfurt 

There have been rumours in 
Frankfurt that Dresdner also 
plans to shift its foreign ex- 
change business to Lo n d o n, but 
this has not been confirmed. ■ 

Mr Luthy wfll join the man- 
agement committee of Klein- 
wort’s global markets division. 
Responsibility for domestic is- 
sues and government bonds 
wiB remain in Frankfurt. 

Leonhard Fischer, joint head 
of Dresdner s Global Markets 
Division, sakfc ‘There will be no 
physical movement of baaness 
from Frankfurt." 

The takeovers of Kleinwort 
by Dresdner and Morgan Gren- 
fell by Deutsche Bank have 
upset Frankfurt’s financial es- 


tablishment. Both have made 
dear that London istheir main 
investment banking centre . 

Other moves by German 

Westdentsche Landesbaa^ 
Girozentrale eadier this year of 
Panmare Gordon, the British 
stockbroker. 

Mr Fischer, who shares re- 
lility for Dresdner’ s 
bond business, said the 
new acquisition was a perfect 
complement for Kleinwort Ben- 
son’s international strategy. 

Dresdner planned in partic- 
ular to expand its business with 
corporate clients and banks 
and was most interested in 

LBDP’s eariaing / ymlagls and ik 
credit-spread business. 

Initially, Dresdner win focus 
on German mark, eurobonds 
and sterling, moving on to 


French franc , products and 
non-Enropean currencies 
afterwards. ■ 

"This is a perfectly logical fiD- 
in for Dresdner’s investment 
banking business,” said John 
Leonard, an analyst at Salomon 
Brothers. London was a logical 
choice as a focus for Eu- 
robonds, because it had a more 
vibrant market 
■ . Mr Luthy previously worked 
with Hans-Georg Hoffman, a 
Dresdner board member, at 
Lehman Brothers, and some 
dealers said the move may have 
been tied to their working re- 
lationship. 

“Kleinwort is a very conser- 
vative player in the market so 
Lathy Baifiy will lake them 
into areas they have not got the 
expertise to cover," a Eurobond 
analyst said. 


Regent plans early 
Hambros onslaught 


Regent Pacific, the Hong Kong 
investment group, is to meet 
Hambros shareholders next 
week to lobby for its plans to 
breakup the London investment 
bank, writes Peter Rodgers. 

Jim Mellon, managing direc- 
tor of Regent, yesterday con- 
firmed the start of the onsbugfrl 
00 Hambros, which was outlined 
last month. 

He said: “Ws’re going through 
all the numbers and working out 
more formally the proposals we 
roughly outlined before about 
distnba ting what we perceive as 
non-core assets. We’ll then go 
round and see some of the prin- 
cipal shareholders and discuss 
with them what their views are." 

He dedined to saywhkfr share- 
holders the cranpcoty had con- 
tacted, but the laraest holders are 
Norwich Union, Guardian Rcyal 
Exchange and Banco Sao Paolo. 


GRE is, however a dose ally of 
Hambros and shares a chairman 
in the person of Lord Hambro, 
while Sao Paolo has a longstand- 
ing shareholding alliance and is 


Mr Mellon, whose com 
holds three percent of 
said that other shareholders his 
firm had contacted had re- 
sponded positively. 

t said last month that 
should return capital 
to shareholders by selling affil- 
iate companies, with the 51 per 
cent stake in Hambro Country- 
wide, the estate agency and fi- 
nancial services group, at the lop 
of its disposal list. 

Mr Mellon said that with a 
firm property market in the UK 
it was a good time to sell this 
business, and building societies 
in (he UK would be the obvious 
choice as buyers. 



Parsons has just a minute for a quick bop 

People & Business 


The link between celebrity 
Nicholas Parsons bopping in 
StringfeDows nightclub and 
the vital-subject of indepen- 
dent financial advice may not 
be immediately obvious. Let 
me explain. 

Yesterday' morning a 


lograpbers were assembled at 
Peter Stringfellow’s famous 
London chib for ‘the launch 
of the “Save smarter for a 
' rave retirement” campaign by 
EFA Promotions. 

Six specialty bired-pen- 
-skmer models” were raving 
on the dance floor when 
noted quiz show host Mr 
Plaxsons refused to take to ... 
the floor. 

“IH do anything," said the 
great man, “bull must make 

dear that Tm-not retired, 
and wouldn’t want to give 
that impression.” 

Indeed not Mr Parsons will 
celebraie'his 69th birthday on 
Thursday as wefl as 50 years . 
in show business, but there is 
no sign of him letting tip. 

- Disaster was averted by 
Emma Oulveis, a 26-year- 
old, doe-eyed PR hackette 
fromLansons, the agency 
which was or g a ni si ng the 
- photocall. The resourceful 
Prana inveigled the still . 

Parsons on t£ the 
>or for an impromp- 
tu jive-- 

The six disappointed pen- 
sioners' were len to return to 


had been hired, at the 
bizarrely named Ugly Agency. 

Reporting the seamier side of 
CSty life is never pleasant It 
is only the wider ramifica- 
tions of this story which per- 
suade me that, however 
distasteful, it must be told 

When Thistle Hotels com- 
pleted its recent flotation, the 
team of Thistle executives, 
merchant bankers and PR 
spin doctors who organised it 
naturally decided to 
celebrate. 

Following a night of de- 
bauch at the fashionable 
London dub Annabel’s in 
Berkeley Square, a PR execu- 
tive who shall remain name- 
less (Nick Denton), from an 
agency that shall also remain 
anonymous (Shandwkk), was 
seen by a colleague “on the 
streets of Soho wearing a 
Thistle Hotels bathrobe and 
brandishing a whip”. 

Apparently Merrill Lynch, 
one of the investment banks 
mvolved had supplied a 
number of whips to the 
Thistle team, for reasons 
which this column has been 
so far unable to ascertain. 

I would now strongly ad- 
vise readers of a nervous dis- 
position to avert their eyes 
and smdy the company 
results. , _j/ 

asss?: 


By about six in the morn- 
ing, the party of eight then 
retired to a flat in Gloucester 
Road It was at this point that 
Richard Orders, a corporate 
finance director at Barings, 
elbowed the others aside, en- 
tered the kitchen and pro- 
ceeded to make what can 
onty be described as “a rather 
tasty Spanish omelette" for 


A Spanish omelette. When 
will this Euro-federalist mad- 
ness end? 

Invesco, the fund manage- 
ment group that swallowed 
MIM, has appointed AD 
Frazier Jr as executive vice 
president and a member of 
the board. Charles W Brady 
chairman of Invesco, says Mr 
Frazier brings "o utstanding 
management expertise and 
operational skills, demon- 
strated Ity his distinguished 
Career in financial services 
and, most recently, his mas- 
terful oversight of the Cen- 
tennial Celebration of the 
Olympic Games in Atlanta". 

Having seen the games on 
IX that’s not an achievement 
I would have boasted about. 

JD Sports, which makes 
replica football kits and spon- 
sors Oldham Athletic, has 
made its two Manchester 


founders rich with its £134m 
float. John Wardle and David 
Makm, who founded the 
business in Bury in 1981, will 
both make £14 J>m out of the 
deaL 

So are they happy? Mr 
Wbrdle, 52, a former fireman 
and MoD clerk, and Mr 
Malkin, just 32, both looked 
glum yesterday as they 
explained the deal to the 
City. The reason is home- 
sickness. 

Mr Makm, who joined the 
business at 16, explains: 
“We've been in the City for 
four weeks and we’re rired of 
iL We’re looking forward to 
going back to Manchester 
and running Ihe business.” 

Neville Buck, chairman of 
Blenheim, has made over 
£20m on the sale of his exhi- 
bitions business to Lord 
HoIIick's United News and 
Media. So what's he going to 
do next? 

“All my holidays this year 
have been trashed,” says Mr 

Buch. “I spent my s umme r 
holidays sat on a boat in the 
middle of a Caribbean 
hurricane on the end of a 
phone.” 

Mr Buch he says he would 
like to build up a new com- 
pany when he returns from 
his post-sale break - “but it 
won’t be in exhibitions. I've 
done that for 15 years”. 

John Willcock 


In Brief 


• Superscspe, the virtual reality group, saw its share price rocket 
by 1625p to 565p following news of a deal with Microsoft. The 
deal involves the imm ediate use of Superscapes' Web software 
in all of Microsoft’s retail versions of its Internet Explorer Starter 
Kit. Microsoft will distribute the software (0 all new Windows 95 
users. Superscape also reported an increase in half-year Josses 
from £ 1.75m to £LS7m, and said full-year losses would be “con- 
sistent with plans to grow aggressively." 

• Dealers expect shares in the Fitness First healthdub group to 
record a premium of at least lOp on the SOp flotation price when 
dealings on the Alternative Investment Market begin today. Fit- 
ness, founded in 1992. was valued at £22m tty the private plac- 
ing, which raised £8m. 

• Avesco has acquired 49 per cent of Complete Communications, 
the TV production and post-production company for £733,350. 
The stake has been acquired by buying Blimfiink. which holds 
three share slakes in Complete for three venture capitalists. Com- 
plete. without detailing figures, said it had returned to the Mack 
m the first nine months of this vear after losing money in the whole 
of 1995. 

• Shares in Wakebonrne, the information technology services 
group, fell 42>p to a five-year low of 16p after warning second- 
half results would fall weU below expectations. Maintenance ac- 
tivities are being hit by aggressive pnee discounting by rivals. The 
CAD software divisions has also mid a tough time although open 
systems and cabling have done well. 

• London and St Lawrence reported a rise in its net asset value 
from 187.74p to 192.42p in the year lo September. Net revenue, 
after taxation, rose from £i.9m to £2.05m. giving earnings pur 
share of 6,23p up from 5.96p. "total dividend is 6.24p. 

• Bourne End Properties has sold its freehold interest in the 
Magnet store in Guildford for £4. 1 5m to Harmsworth Pooled 
Property Unit Trust. The store is let on a lease expiring in 2014 
at a passing rent of £2S5,750 a year. 

• FJhn Tinsley plans to buy two engineering companies. Even- 
wood Engineering and GR Smithson, for up to £5 .5 2m and raise 
£&54m through a'placing and open offer of shares at 1 10p each. 
Evenwood employs 1 70 staff and names Komatsu and JCB among 
its biggest customers for its fabricated assemblies and hydraulic 
tanks. Smithson has 190 employees, and makes medium weigh! 
pressings and welded sub-assemblies. 

• Glcnchewton exchanged contracts lo sell the freehold of the 
Hinds Head pub in Brav, Berkshire for £450,000 cash. It will taku 
a 25-year lease on the pub at £45,000 a year, with an option to buy 
back the freehold following certain of ihe five-year rent reviews. 

Brands Hatch Leisure, the motprsport venue promoter, an- 
nounced the appointment yesterday of Sir Rodney Walker as non- 
executive chairman. Sir Rodney is chairman of the Sports 
Council of Great Britain. He is afro the non-executive chairman 
of the Yorkshire Cable Group, Wakefield Trinity rugby league 
dub and West Yorkshire Broadcasting. 

• Rolls-Rqyce is joining forces with Marubeni, the Japanese trad- 
ing company, in a pact designed to boost sales opportunities for 
its commercial aero engines, especially in the Far East. The firms 
will co-operate on a range of activities, focusing on Rolls-Royce's 
Tran programme in which Marubeni becomes a risk and revenue 
sharing partner. 


1 COMPANY RESULTS 1 


TumoTBrE 

Prc-t*x£ EPS 

DMdBBd 


75 5m (86,7m) 

2JMm (2.71m) 7Jp(T4p) 

2.1o(l55p1 


lOfrn (10im) 

0.41m (0.66m) 0J£p(1.»p) 

KIM) 

Haatem M0tMi (I) 

IJTraftSZm) 157pp.4p) 

appspi 

uwsanwtF) 

K54di (KHra) 

M8im(kia2m)114> {102)4 

2.823PW 

Tit Bsc* ft) 

48 7m (41ifli) 

0.60m 0.7p|0£3rt 

0£p (0A1) 

Watomat (D 

Ifilm (1&5n4 

021m (-OStoi) o.fip |-i Ipl 

■(■» 


(fl-RnU (Q-HcAn 


13 


i* 


to.- 


. 1 . . 

- ...I. 

!~C.' 

*-c‘t 

::.r 

[lit : 

Mi! A 

«!i'- 
w.f 
.; !•• 
in: 

l!-V 

• 

;in K 




xJ 


• iV' 


ui;-. 
i,v 
.i’K 
' tr 

.Kh 

■un- 


1 


j 

i 

j) 

5 

wi 

f) 


24 


I 

! 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

Si 

» 1 

. 3 J 


I 







sport 


w^rwranAY 16 OCTOBER 1<W« -THE INDEPENDENT 


0te 


oil 


An old lady reborn in the pool of life 



ELLIOTT 


AT LARGE 


I magine you are 72 years old 
and beading rapidly for that 
plot in the cemetery at AD 
Saint's Church, just down the 
road. Your life has been 
plagued by illness and serious 
operations. You live in a tiny 
terraced house in Cardiff with 
few possessions and no family 
except an ailing daughter and 
a couple of cats. Not much to 
live for, really, is there? 

That’s what Emily Godsall 

thought “I was useless,” she ad- 
mits candidly. Almost a decade 
later, she looks like a cover 
model for Glamorous Granny 
magazine. She might even have 
trouble convincing bus drivers 
that she is entitled to conces- 
sionary fares. Her achieve- 
ments have won her the 1996 
Pharmaton Senior Sports- 
woman of the Year title. And 
it’s all down to swimming. 


Not just a gentle paddle 
moss the pool with a rubber 


across the pool with a rubber 
ring, either. Emily, now 79, is 
rated among the top 10 in the 
world at both backstroke and 
breaststroke for her age group. 
She has twice swum a mDe at 
charity events - pretty good 
considering that the old Emi- 
ly couldn't even manage a 
width. 

“I was terrible then," she re- 
calls. “I was really weak, a lit- 
tle old lady with legs like 
malchsticks.’’ She had never 
been well aO her life, and had 
undergone eight operations 
for everything from heart dis- 
ease to acute panceatitis, from 
breast cancer to a double hia- 
tus hernia. 

They say that when you’re 
down, along comes a thief to 
steal your purse. “If it had been 
myself, I wouldn't have both- 
ered, but then my daughter was 
very poorly and I had to look 
after her,*’ Emily said. So she 
took up swimming. “I had nev- 
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Going to great lengths: The doctor gave me a check-up and said my pulse rate Is 56, lower than Sebastian Coe,’ says EmflyGodsaH, aged 79 


Photograph: Peter Jay 


er been any good at sports, but 
I realised 1 needed to take up 
some form of exercise, and 
swimming was the only one I 
thought I could do. I couldn't 
swim a width when I started.” 

She went along to the Em- 
pire Pool in Cardiff, very proud 
of her new swimming costume 
with a little skirt, and her dec- 
orative hat T had to look re- 
ally hard to find one with blue 
and pink flowers on it I didn't 
have any goggles: after all, I 


wasn’t going to put my face in 
the water. The first thmc I was 


the water. The first thing I was 
told was to get rid of the 
awful costume and hat, and get 
some goggles.” 


The first few lessons took a 
great deal out of her. "1 was 
hopelessly ont of breath. I 
came home and went straight 
to bed because I was so tired.” 
But she rapidly turned from a 
flapper to a fish. “Soon I could 
do about SO metres. It just 
seemed to come naturally.” It 
changed her too. “Instead of 
walking like a little old lady, I 
was standing more upright, 
and not getting out of breath." 

Emily progressed so fast 
that she was entered in the 
Welsh Championships for her 
age group that year. It was the 
first competition of any sort 

that she had ever competed in. 


“I couldn't (five then, and I 
wasn’t very good at the turns, 
but I won the bronze. That was 
a real surprise. I was pleased 
not to be last.” 

A couple of months later, 
she travelled to the British 
Championships where she won 
a silver for breaststroke and a 
bronze for backstroke. T was 
almost living at the pool then, 
training five times a week and 
helping handicapped swim- 
mers on Sundays** 1 .the fol- 
lowing year, she broke the 
Welsh record for backstroke, a 
feat she has achieved on sev- 
eral occasions. In 1991 she 
took her first gold in the British 


Championships at Leeds. She 
has now won 106 medals. 

Last year she became the 
first Welsh person to win the 
annual Kia-Ora award for 
sportingachievemenLltwasa 
timely recognition of her suc- 
cess. In 1995 she won two 
golds at the GB Masters, and 
was chosen for file Welsh team 
for the 1996 'World Champi- 
onships in Sheffield, where 
she was placed in the top 10 in 
four events.. Not bad for a 
woman who once had trouble 
w alking to the bus stop. 

Recently, she went to the 
doctor, worried about a lump 
growing on her chest It tamed 


om to be pectoral muscle. “He 
gave me a check-up and said 
my pulse rate is 56, lower than 
Sebastian Coe,” she says 
proudly. Emily is. even con-' 
vinoed that she's getting faster. 

T would love to do more 
World Championships, but I 
could only compete this year 
because it was m Sheffield. Par 
most competitions, I put away 
20p pieces, but for that, I had 
to get a second mortgage on my 
house to pay for entry fees, 
travel, accommodation and 
swimsuits. I would love to take 
part in the European Cham- 
pionships next year m Prague, 
but the whole thing, will cost 


£500." Tb her, such an amount 
in one hits as inconceivable as 
a Lottery win. 

But money is for less im- 
portant than the fact that Emi- 
ly has discovered fife. She is out 
of the house most days, and if 
she’s not swimming, she’s do- 
ing aquarobics, talking to 
groups about what she has 
done or shutting for her time- 
keeping exam. She’s evenstaxt- 
ed tai chi. ‘'Since I took up 
swimming, my life has never 
been better, and I’ve travelled 
all over the country. Nobody 
could have been in a worse 
state than I was. If I can do It, 
anyone can." 


The problems that Have side* 
lined Robert Smith’s im> * 
horses. Tees Hanuuer and Or- 
thos, could hardly have come at 
a more inopportune time. 

Having won the Pulsar 
Grand Prix at Valkenswaard in 
the Netherlands dunng Au- 
gust, Smith wi« be jumping for 
a £400,0(10 bonus pn/c at Uic 
Monterrey Horse Show, whn.li 
begins lodav in Mexico. Were 
he to win it. he would be com- 
peting fora £im jackpot in Lux- 
embourg next year. 

However, Smith, the 35-ycar- 
old son of Harvey, may I mu such 
riches bevoud his reach, because . 
of injury. Tecs Hammer, hiswn- 
ning mount in ViflcenswaarU. has 
damaged a suspensory ligament k , 
and Orthos has a badly bruised 
fooL So Smith will rely on 
Mjghtv Blue in Monterrey. The 
horse" is capable of winning 
smaller classes (he prtwed that 
point with a final-day victory at 
the recent Horse of the \ciir 
Show) but he would not be fan- 
cied to win a grand prix. 

The four members of the 
British Olympic team - Geoff 
Bfllin gtpn, Nick Skelton and the 
two Whitaker brothers - wOl 
also be jumping in Mexico. 

Last year John Whitaker won 
the Pulsar Grand Prix there on 
Grannusch. who will again be 
one of his mounts this week. 

The Pulsar Crown operates 
on a three-show cycle: Luxem- 
bourg, Vhlkenswaard and Mon- 
terrey. The winner at any of 
these shows has the chance to 
collect a large bonus at the next 
two meetings - £400,000 fur one 
more grand prix victory and £lm 
for winning three in a row. 

John Whitaker will have had 
those tempting figures in mind 
this year when he went to Lux- 
embourg, where he jumped a. 
dear first round on V&lnant<(p^( 
the big class before having a siuK 
gle mistake in the next round to 
finish third At Vhlkenswaard 
where he stfll had a chance of the 
£400,000 bonus, he had exactly 
the same scores to finish 10th. 
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Top Fifty League Table 


iranster period wedfi 

'^odaywepub&h the latest jeshlts played from file previ- 

I Independent Fantasy Football gdaq&v also 

• .1 supported by Philips Energy Saver ^)pi^^foEfiivr^Sm^, m the Indfipendent 
-■; * JL Light Bulbs. on Snaefay. The oi^eraIl Tbp;50 League tiblewfll 

; ilisted\»tow you will find two scor^ The "Wfedt be pstated evejy- Wednesday and again on 
" 9 (Wk 9) "column shows all points scored- in Sunday. Term^,and condi tfonsarc as previously 
matches placed between Monday 7 .October pushed and- areavaflabk upon requests. j 
- Sunday 13 October inclusive. The : ^ ' v i r 

column shows thetotitf amount of points scored P 1* ■■■ . . .77S. .'.. ' 

in all matches played from Saturday 17 August - . The ov&al^uSher atA&etixJ rf the seafoo w£B be the 
Sunday 13 October. jW* ^ *** 



PHILIPS 

Lafe make ikityc bettor 


•V. * ^ : .-,4*4 


Bijury problems? Poor form? If yoor leam is 
in need of changes, don't miss our transfer 
period which starts on 23 October and runs 
until 1 November. In this time you have one 
chance to change up to three of your current 
players. The new selections will start scoring 
for your team from 4 November. See next 
-Wednesday’s paper for foil transfer details. 


HR 


We are also publishing our 1bp 50 League ' 1 11 ' ! ' l" l . ■ ii ji ll l i M jii J i t y qqffcjfr: 

tab'e (see left). It lute the overall top scoring 

' Independent Fantasy Football managers andtheir ^ ^ 

teams for matches played between Saturday 17 final. In ad&^tteK^ 

August - Sunday 6 October. . .. . • — - will win a pmr„bf ti*iett England’s World Cup 

' Resuits will be published every Wednesday in The qualifying 


CALCULATE ON MATCHES PtAVED FROM 17 AUGUST - 6 OCTOBER 


Mr S A Scott Foreign Back B one 

" - Mr Stcvco'ljs wnig^^ tl i&teT 

Mr Steven Hart Kees Cowboy! 

Mr David Edmonson ^ Ed mo United 

Mr Chris Murray ^ 




4 points for a goal ■ 4 paints for a goalkeep* 
erfdefender dean sheet ■ 3 points fora success- 
ful assist ■/ point when a player is selected and 
plays • I point for a nimirtg goal m3 points for 
a manager win , 1 point fora draw ■Lose / point 
for a yellow card ■ Lose 3 points for a red card 
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Tote Direct route proposed to Superbet 


Racing 


GREG WOOD 


Ftantae Dettori's seven-outKjf- 

seven at Ascot laa momh 
the most explosive 
finHances m turf hisioiv so 
is fitting that the f^Mt b affl 
amvxng. The bookies have paid 
ojxand the punters have stan- 
*** aU back, bntthe 
most significant effect of Det- 
tori’s achievement may vet 
prove to be the seed of belief it 

6je imagination of 

Mark Openshaw. 

Openshaw is the sales and 
vg&ctong manager for Ibte 
Direct, the company which sup- 
plies and services Ibte bettine 
terminals in about 25 per cent 
01 B ? {2in ’ s betting shops. He 
was mipressed by the media cov- 
erage*® jockey generated, on 
the front page of many news- 
papers and the serious end of 
television news programmes, 
and by the number of people 
prepared to pursue an improb- 


24 tigh retain for a small 

It convinced him that the 
time “tight finally have arrived 

i weekly,, 


■fote Direct launched the belling 
terminals which would allow a 


to latmch a weekly, pool-based 




national pool bet on, say, the 
first sa home in the connect or- 


noni 

abettbagtkfcetisfaxrriliartothe 
average infant-school pupil So 
lew are the mechanics ofawin- 


° “p return for a small outlay 


The concert of the Superb*, 
been bouncing around 
booknuking circles for several 

*** t0 . sucfa •itUe effect 
™®t tte mention of its name can 
set off a chorus of cynical snia- 
gers. The idea last floated 
through racing’s consciousness 
about three years ago, when 


though, it generated a few 
columns- worth of copy, some 
vagnft Caft-TwnU rrf intern , and 
precious little else. 

But as Openshaw paints out, 
mnda has changed sore then. In 
r a general pubEc with 
[previous experience in 
piaymg numbers games for big 
money has taken the National 
Lottery to its heart, and the no- 


RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Sagebrush Rotter 
(Haydock 3D0) 

HBz Commandeer 

(Wetherby 230) 


ner-takes-aU pool which can be 
rolled over when no-one 

the ri ght ramhinari nn 

. “I think the liming could be 


just right," Openshaw said yes- 
terday. “It could be a bridge be- 
tween Lottery players and 
betting-shop punters, with a 
skin factor involved but not 
enough of one to put off fun 
punters. You would need a 
handicap of at least 18 runners 
each Saturday, and on about 
half of the Saturdays each year 
we already have a suitable race, 
like the Ayr Gold Cup, Stew- 
ards’ Cu p or Ca ” 
IikeS good ideas, of course, 
therewcwldbemajcrtninflcsto 
overcome, not least the reluc- 


tance of many bookmakers, 
most Dotably Ladbrokes and 
’W ilKann Hill, io allow Tbte Di- 
rect terminals into their offices. 
In coder to guarantee the son 
of pool which would pull pun- 
ters off the streets, that barrier 
would need to be breached. 
“They need to realise that 

Ibte business would be an add- 
on, not competition," Open- 
shaw says. ‘Their commission 
on the brt would be 20 per cent, 

which means that they get the 
thick end and the Ibte gets the 
thin end, but with abet &e this, 


Weaver loses his appeal against ban Amateur rider injured 


Jason Weaver yesterday lost 
bis appeal against a four-day • ban was 
Suspension for irresponsible Jockey I 
namgmeted out at PbntefracL mittee in Foreman 
tne offence triggers a deferred 
five-day ban from August, 
putting Weaver on the sidelines 
fora total of nine days. His sus- 
pension begins today and runs 
until Friday week. 




upheld the raiing 
refract stewards. 

Marie Johnston’s stable jock- 
ey has been the hardest-hit of 
all leading jockeys in the Jock- 
cy Chib’s crackdown against ridr 


<W Cashflow Crisis 2.40 Courbarii a in pwi. 


630054 IHRBCrai£(UlHHiDdM0BS110_aiA 

0&O422 OJRWoa{M)Ptetod«m0 S 
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GOING: Good to Firm. 

■ Bight-hand, undulating cotase, StitT test of stamina. 

g^Sgaaaaaaaaaaa 
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BliKKKRKP FUST 11118; BnJct (2.10). 

WDWBKS IN THE LAST SEVEN DATS: ConrbazU (X40) «wn 
aTOncammi cro Thunrity; Kla* or Bibrlmi (2.10) & Stan* 
Ban (2.40) both won at Lcdtow on Thursday. 
UJNG-BKANCB RUNNERS: BSaky Bom (2.40) las been 
IQS mfflea ty B BoBhghesd frtan Uctxt Longdon. 


| WILLIAM MJ.^ TOIDEN OLDIES’ STAKES 
(CLASS. H) gNVTDQIGN RACE) £2JOOO 
added lmSf 

OP BUWM»(0)N***7£2J, 

9 SCOJH5HPWKa23^UPpa7122 I 

00013. BRMBr«m«eaM)DBsMI0l20 
arm cwuwm9B3)bsmbsj 20 
4QQ40 UriUIBMnp3)IJDae>6120. 

S6DV SMH 0S3) R BMar 5 22 0 
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mn snunMcn)unpa4i20. 

IW HOdC BtUufaBW A J1 13^ 

nMHWW‘Buns4119. 
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DEAN & WBALL CONDmQNALS SQJJ 4 G 
HXMP HDLE (CLASS G) £2/150 2m 3f 

AttZP BUfiL£T (M) (Q M Pipe 6 12 0 DIMMlV 

m tXmSSOOdECW»85HH0M9111_...BIictor7) 


[4JO] DEAN & CNBAU novice handicap 


343261 WO OF BABY10N (B) FJpnkm 4 11 0 (Tod Ltatl 

a-WC »S«RtWCaaStl4)Jt*Aoi41013 SRjMp) 


3MB mMfir(UBt(S52}(C0)W6UlVn«[T1012JI 

P40P0C canuscufljwmu |^121D 9 ssmia S) 

92-60(8 AUM14R (pSK) {() J taflE 8 30 8 MkhariBrnmaV 

era kMMffSDREMI(SmitoJRBitor8103 CHw 

OOOOCO Cm«LRBI(4)HVMb5300. “ 


CHASE (CLASS E) £4^50 added 2m If 
110yds 

3P52-22 BSHOPSC*nU(n}RfttM 83130 I 

130P33 e w aWBB0KMfiEawa»8ng HA 

1-4PSFP -nMrsoaiwrMRariw8ii3 


10 65-3006 4GMNSriMECUCKpnCPaphm4100 JOeoDn-rn 

— 0^lBVd — 

MMnum na^xr lflc. Tte tanfla* The CtodkSttiafa. 

BEmw 3-1 CariflM Mrit, 4-1 n« Of 8^0% M AnW. 

B-l Marta’s Dnan, 1M (My RfK, 32-1 otbrn 


eracn- nmii iiiwwiih pmvmwB io ia — aphboo} 

H42QP nOHta)MBjFMlv81D12 

02KP5 I FSEIEMRX TOO (14) Ita R Herrtnajn 6 K1 9-D 

24SMU UWHHEW80 eBawB 104 IRWm 

BBTMB: 54 OM«, *3 CUeMttfc B-l Man. 7-1 Spaa* 

UUlMtfft DhlgKrtMIIHMaMrlta, 324 In tys 


2.40 DEAN &ENHALLNCMCE HURDLE (CLASS 


E) £3J)00 added 2m 3f 



1211 00URBABLm(qMP«e4124. 
“1 SHMAHM^j Bands 7n.5_ 


MIETHE BUUHffl A Onphalan 5 30 121 
CMUDOIMR (UQ R Pros 5 10 32 


SO CmHIHLCa08SCU)BRMann91032-D 

0336 Cfl0MnnR(NQ(32)PllRiHm81012 ; 

OUP- NMBrM00R9DE (223} DMn*5 3032 I 



« Af\\ DEAN « DVBALL HANDICAP HURDLE 
*"^1 (CLASS C) £3,750 added 2m If UOyris 
3/32114- OHCKOH{Z72MnPIUbs6120 APUcCoy 


14-3131 OOTIUNHmdq (CO) MRpe 41133 

304-216 BCH0KiHBB(lfl)A)kttB41113_JMre 


008532 Um£HDOUBAN(iq|CqGEiM:5100 
Hr A 


P> 


-4 


CO ■ 


U3- RUM CUSISin (139) CRBBM* 5 10 12. 
VP- IRALBOBSfMq WsHIMdr53032— 
' MOW Tima-430 11. 



HMbj» sayielOiL nwfmfeqi aetacUBtoMaaVnflB'iaa. 
BBlBtt: S4 OH RmIHS, *4 Cm* On, M IBfta HoolW. M Mm 
f 


jrm*> 


03244) SnMAlIRpqMMaadcetAUll. 


jnurnrm 

-BftaMB 


WOQfloH BEU£ S I*.#* 6 30Y-__ — TDHoontaCS) 

COWMUBKRB|>fBOE(Z»PIUte5107 ARJfeCW- 

-- ->]SMn4- ■. 

BETTWa lr3CBaWrt,S4 lllaMais,f-lTMBiis,324CqaisNw^" 
lfi-1 ROM Cnttmsr, 20-1 BRsUnlMM. 2^-1 alfcais ' 


EE3 


DEAN &DYBALL TROPHY NOVICE CHASE 
(CLASS D) £5^00 added 2m SfUDyds 

44WP1 PIW«HaN(M)nM«R8W7US^JFW 

0^-UD «— lEMPJHBjftJl I . : APHjOg 

— mwBHffRawr8iio...M ..PWdwWh 

5D5RV FRAZgHSlAW(BB3)RR0we73in I AipJg) 


DEAN A DYBALL MARES NOVICE HAND- 
ICAP HURDLE (CLASS E) £3JDOO added 
2m If HOyds 

ZVU2F HBSANn»d»)WGM'fan(r6 32 0_^ ttOmttf) 

312 APMcCw* 

4U7-^JBHefWWV 
A -ft f ~ r a Bn^ p) 
P064R8 ISJIMiaJOW P8NDiornion610S _J Hnte(7) 


P0RD83 


» 


0BWCM8306. 


JJJ 


5BB0GF- WMIM1HE<Wril4Z)f JadnSlDD. 


» 


WW «B3M8MHB(B7R7Nndan03S0r 
-HicBmA- 

Afcknun aetflC liht Bn hentcao m&t YMi Urn MttSa Ob. MP 

3on MnAsrSit 71 l 

BEBIMfelM Mn GHm*. M taM, ♦! iMt Un* M tnt St- 
turn, 5-1 DnSQanM; 10-1 HydMHB,2Sl o*m 


320 


HYPERION 

2J20 Phantom Haze 2.50 Dehse Marshall 
3^0 Done Wdll a50 Qfemot 4JtO Ifighbeath 
4^0 Little Tincture 


GOING: Good u FVm. , . _ 

■ Left-hand oval circuit. Bun-in oTJOOyds sUgHr 14*10- 

■ Course to NE of town on B1224 near Junction oT A68 and M. 
ADMISSION: dob 133 (arconpantad under-18« ftari;TuasaB* 

S7; Coorec 32 (cam, toctaUng up ® 4 «h*»re). CAB FABK: wee. 


YORKSHIRETYNE TEES TV HANDICAP 
HURDLE (CLASS C) £5000 added 2xn 


213232- 0HBCTR0UI7OBS W JHJobnsai 5320-Ji 
36112- DOCHB14UBA)(3aq(B)PllBnBHl41l9— AMSh 
OL-U PBnBMWBI(Ifi|(P)JLare5316 O 


301232- H— HHHE(tS«(Cn)TEaiiahy4n 
140153- IWBffRBmHl(lS3|BI*8MREWhr51fll3-PIfcM 
3-22121 SNMflmmmn^Huaa«5UU_RaH«r 
2UIJOO- RO DU NORO iC ' W S Cwipho4 ID l—A 

P5050C W V MM » A fin* 7 100 ; M 

-B dad — 9- 


Mdnan ICta Bw hmftnpMV* WR4) 9v 6b. 

BEnmMPi hs wiM . TaD — t * i — .o uu aw— .n n — ii tn e a 
m. B-1SM— , IHN Do Mart, 504 Up Rh 



_ FIRST THUS: None . 

IN THE IAiTT SEVEN DAIX None. 

LONG-DItfEANCa RUNNERS: Made BHt* (4^) * TOB 
Wannabe (420) have been sa» 211 r*" 

Mtoathort. -noslde: GlernC (3J») sent-lW into bpKSaflej&wn 
Upper Lawhonny Berfcddre. 



GORDON FOSTER HANDICAP CHASE 
(CLASS d £6£00 added 2m 4f UOyds 

32324-1 aUH0rCH)mKUv812D. 


2 20 


GOLDSBOROUGH NOVICE HURDLE 
(CLASS D) £3750 added 3VD 2m 
ALZ041CJ Moran IQ 17 ■■■■■SRy 


11B5UU- HASTHIBOSIW 0805 (CD)RWtaffwne83ia — LW)«r 
122260- rejorowpqwwcMnnng— aioBJHwa — 
mm- axaM.mmiM rm)swanBio7 jtd— i w 
332 -RQ c a O TOn HW nH WJW»M10 7. 

211723 L0a*lA8BWt nqtg)l<y MBBdty81O3 

BEnwe7-* fc n— IC B MB— L3B4 8B —LS A todew*^ 3taMM.. 
ttrBM— .124 Cross Cannae U-l 0« I— 


AfflDGAKr HSR (2B) D B*Mn 10 12- 
HBOUHTON Bffn &8 10 12. 


Hr A Robed 
OP— l 


4-20 


HALLFELD NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS D) 
£3J50 added 2m 4f 110yds 


CASHWIBm PS) N unodai ID 12 
EncsBErrFMunrviore 


jUrDVaron 


JNrKl 


nuwre RJIM (USA) Me J fe— io 12 — a — iB g 
fiUMDANCetP 0—1032 B5taw 


304501- WBBe)CHPflSMaHRwl»531S- 


GLDBE nN0 PO 1 J ONoB U 12 
JH»S0N PARK TEaSWl* 10 12 
IAGM K Mogvi 10 12 


mO(rBRMWBBiertylg32 


wan bes’KIHB- 0—5^ sd* m 12 


WWIOM OANCM M a»f7 “ “ 

PtWOOH HAZE MB s HdlO 12 


nonius poser « w &s«r “ “ 

SON or AWWW Mre a Sw*®* 10 12 

Mnom j i—wOT 10 J 


5i*mss'or owz “ 7 - 

R! t»i 1 1« a h BELLE (1 0> W LB il>JdBl 3^ 7- 

BtJTWft 74 CWw ^ M eft— 

na P— , 3UW PI — ' H— A !24 — 



45601 BUEOUrnCTBTWlilB SftanerH— r5U5-A1— 

415004 JWnftCnc WBPOT HIft—and 6 10 12 BOmB* 

454- ctUBETU— Bff(lWJiadia31Dli_J»— — 1 

OOP- BB01WNE CZ79)TEsHBt7 6 ID 12_ J B—d f 

QE KAHOeHOfiEnr (S3) R Spar 5 U312 — EH—MdO) 

00640- LFSUWp/Q) JTlsns-51012 »R7 

4 lalSMM HAH (UQEWqnw5 1012 


P3233J5 HU8KBUtZ(Zl}ft>D l IhDmSDn53012- 
NaaMM0SrWB«hil61012. 


53- SHARE opnofsesaiiTEBatr 510 1Z 
0- HUE W A HNA BC cnii) Ml DBiomnin Bill 12 —IOUm 

a«AQIClAJt.h"410 11 . ore— 

ekzu sue N umndm 4 in u . 


42 MNG»W P«»M« A Mta *410 IL—Ji 

0- HUOUFECafflPHB— II41D11 M 

54 IQPSKlTBt [32) M>ft r B *1013 * 

BEIIWtn-4 W— . 54A— refcWndi HtaO(BAlHMi 


fcliJ 


BOBBY RENTON NOJjJ® 
CHASE (CLASS D) £540*> 1 


HANDICAP 
jded 3m If 


OB lbs Rad, MW BampM— 32-1 Charter 1—9— 14-4 aft— 

ASKHAM RICHARD NOVICE HANDICAP 
HURDLE (CLASS D) £4^500 added 3m If 
SUMTAPPMWH route MBBTOW81111 — PNhnn 


I4v50 



srsiv Ot£«JE(WI)l«r»*»WMll< 

PHMB»(I»SN»«1W- 

SSB204- ovwrs BOV P*))j turner 6 3013^ 


JMj 


i sBsasaBaBia^«u a 

Its 

msss&sssssssss* 


LEICESTER 

. UKfca.mnnBie{CRiBtrti4-LiWr 

W» Se—ro ^9 

» m i Y£ ^Candy. 


f.1 , 3fi 7.79-TrtK 


fSOftSaNonftnrwsft*- 




£ Mcsar^**** 20 -i: “ 





£540. OwapUNr StMfJtf Foraasc 

Ste £73ft Non; Rawer Hc^y. 

2J0(k LNMD ALBAOU |R 3 *} 5 
^SM«40-l:k Spertnd F® 00 * 

,*f libpiSm uS5S!«m.4- 

biUnixlec. ft — reo o: ^ 1 - 40 ' 


WdlOTne.^S^j^* (pgj Eddery) ll-S 

. 5-4 fttf! ^ ^T S mS; ‘^2-C«IMnONDVMW412-l:Z 

sSTmT?^ GbA ^ Thnmlaretrae* 11-2:3. BeW—7-4 1^5 

Sffi 


ftnTiw— f U-2;3. .— i e W 7-2. 30 

— S2 tarSmSftd (4B0. 1% *■ gBJ- 

son. ConBUtO. To— iSJft S.«. ffOO, 
E2M. Dft £22D0. CSft £30-70. Tncasc 

tg&.GS- Tire 688-50. - 

3J5s 3. CLEAN HJGC fle rtflhand) 15- 

2; 2. No— - 2-1— : 3.3*— - 

— 5-L 7 »B- 0. S. U Mad— Chur* 
So Ugh ^.Tta—£SJ50:^70,£Lra.C5F: 
caea CSft £22^2. 


, ^m^mTaNonRarnonRa^ mmccffiraNnifi.t2.Tiro 

i^WSS5ffSS*%t Jffiii^SSSSS^S 

^ ftrnnnr. 


~*..V 


fUO. EtS0.-Et3.00. Df: £2-60-®5 

Tift! £33220 (pet «**• P* 1 


.S^RWWOWP^nU 


\ffix53laUm 14-L 5. W* 01 ? 



tt^ O.70. £2.70, 

l Dft.eL80,"csF:a3a«. T0CCISC 


Jgjljpofc not wool 

"Sf£gL».P« ,6:£12Ma * 

W sedgSFIELD 

agsssasMS— 

Tn-gfJumroL-eoros**- 


oM££106l 31. Nft WoodHandteGertNlra. 
ca Xl6ii.lEDBiSlW«(rteflj2P-l;a. 

S52»*S?S?SSf#' 

sS: L 0WM» RWNS aRy*? 

WW et£19AU. Pft“ & £93-49- 


tag offences. The latest ban 
means be will have been on the 
sidelines for 42 days this year. 

Weaver, who misses the Ce- 
sarewitch iMeting at Newmar- 
ket. was incensed by the 
Pon te fr act stewards* decision 
and said them “Any interference 
was mmimaL They are frying to 
take away a man’s lrveHhood.” 


The amateur rider Sarah Lamb 
was taken to North Tees Hos- 
pital in Stockton with concus- 
sion and suspected internal 
injuries after taking a crashing 
fall from Forever Shy in the 
novices’ chase at Sedgefield 
yesterday. 

The inrideni happened at the 
first fence when Forever Shy, 


trained under permit by Kalh- 
le injured rk 


leen Lamb, the injured rider’s 
mother, feD heavily and broagfat 
down Rapid Fire, the mount of 
Eddie Callaghan, who was un- 
scathed. 

Miss Lamb was knocked un- 
conscioos in the frill, bul had re- 
gained consciousness before 
she was taken to hospital 


the margins would be enough 

to satisfy everyone. 

“What it would take is a leap 
offejtil not just frtMn the book- 
makers but also from the BHB. 
which would need to ensure that 
the races were there to bet on. 
But It is SOToethfogwhidi could 
benefit bookmakers big and 
wnah, and racing too." 

Unless both the BHB and the 
bookmakers can be persuaded 
u> share hk vfekm, details such 
as htwioguaraniee enough run- 
ners and whether to impose on 
upper limit on the field, not to 
mention wi» would pay the set- 
up costs, are irrelevant. What is 

l yrtnin, though, is that both 
skies of radhg's traditional di 
vide are suffering under the as- 
sault of the Lottery, and 

Superbet would, unlike the ar- 
rival of fruit machines and bel- 
ting on Irish Lottery numbers, 
offer a direct, positive benefit to 
the spore as vml as the bookies. 

‘‘Racing is a small world," 
says. “This could 
1 us to break out." 


OWTORSB 

(3)136 


L30 Cattonus 
2M Fine Times 
230 GONZAGA (nap) 
3JOO Sa#*rush Rotor 


HYPERION 
330 Murafia 
44H) Danes Star 
4>30 My VWentfna 
5L00 Heart 


21 000*15 MiAZ(n)|D)ftneu«am4GaukiPWMI— GNAnwrsaU-. 

22 351200 MH9l1HKnaCE(a0inpln)IKMy3Bl2 M— 

23 a24om nasnBrBnicaicCB— ioia— w 68 12 » 

24 004050 KWWn|B)fCa)9—an4 NO— JTO1588 

-MdNM- 

66176— S4SWMMHH. 946^ W-l A— SUM, *2-11— ft 0— i — l. Ocsm 

Ororo. Pftro m. 144 6m M6i 6»H S— « IW— Sa —6,16-1 

U96: On— S— dour 5 8 ID W F^W 8-1 (P FlftOB) 24 an 


GOO(&Hca*7. STALLS: 7T 30yd & Ini4C|rd- bwlde; remainder- otadde. 

DKAW ADVANXAGB: (br 67 *0 6ft Low from 7f 30yd W Ira 407d. 

B Itfttrod cttBve, Ktant — ; ** mm 

■ Couroe 1* nrro-Jwafcw of AftBO nnd I4£L Neman mmkm 2m. ADinHOON: Coubv 
S ftndlH; DMtRTMn»S8; Nowm 9t»nd<l350 (0AP» hElf-grfgc lnT»n«ia»Ca em! Ncw- 
lon Sknd). GAB FA6K: Ftoc. 


■ LEADING TBATMOS W7TH XONNEI& J Dunlop — 28 vrinzxza tram 124 nttae-i 
^Nfiw—cmMnlEinftuiU fcwtrot tofmSiJfludro — 24 
M, 1 11 —ft, IlMk' -CftaRB C*dl — IS— noa, Uimaw 37. iw, +JU&57; 
J B«bt — 20 WftDBx, 21 6 Tumwes, OaiH. -STB.17. 

■ UMDIN6 JOCEKTS; WApm — 33 wtoneni, X 46 rides, 22-0%. +237a8;FMBd- 
*ery— 27 wtaner*, 87 rides, 81K, +535.19; J Croran— 26 wtanm, 2Z7Hdcs.il 
-SSL68; L DeUecd — 21 winners, M3 rides. 14.2%, -£60.01. 

MUMP WIST TDBiII m— «B ft W — 8 , MeDy P— R— 
tr won Oessa Ootc CUW). 

WINNKRS IN THE LAST SEVEN BAYS: NAne. 

L0NG4MSE6IKX nBOiaS: briMvDaa {&20),K— MkyPUl (4J»)ft1 — SI(GjOO) 
net 242 jhfle* I9 Indr Ha— n Anfpnertog Prot, W Siroex: Myonidca (SjOOX Goan^ 
gjaOJ.ABdn (100) AW Tilwrln (LOO) tat 888 mflglyJDpiJop from Anmdd,WSnrot ». 


U» 2J» m» wa 0 m the dua to ftt Ham adrom— ftr ns. but OC6W GROVE. «fto 
wN DM tna around, tons 10 n— a eacMng dcro> one off tiro tweuren ftrofta aria rad, and 
N—r IB be rapRMd ny today'* fta-ilma ta—n. Ooaan Giwe iros been funnrftwerlorsw 

n— and No|— aa ftoum ro«N fcr a — b«Mnd Numtarpa here (7ft IB dajs SftfM 
boki aura ft Em bached after las Ulna aaoond to Gone Sroap ■! Yorti a week I0>- Howev- 
er, hrt drown si the nuddh here and ova ground wdl be aoftar. Q4es Parian rode Stuffed 
n York, but ha's on the same sftMa'i 8a* I— Be^ a cenSmied aoe-jpound nofenner 
Mho la diam taw today. If, fay aty chance, iha *Mr numbeis cacfcad « the 2.00. Bee Health 
Boy would h»» » be oonaderod. Ba Wanwd has m gouna and was second under 9a 
10ft to DouOte Soft mow m das spurt tim year. Drown ngW nest to SuflM. Be Warned 
may just «id nanaeif won too muen Bound to maM ift. Prtna SHk saems best drawn but 
psstos fast Bound, as does U44ehHany iftawn 20). So lotroaid, »mo roced Bn me roi- 
feaoured sde at Ayr test tana, was preriouaiy a ckoa son to Clan Croef at Goodwod. He 
ft in with a defmitB chanoo from a fpoa Him am won Pat Eddery booked. Something a 


ttoiy to baa Ranch Grit on ftft soft pound. Barata Deal ftm on me tan « Red— last 
tme. but Barato has newr won on Bvum as soft as tha. tfnugft SaddWiooro has and 
France Dalton's mount Is drown a fl^uro - a h0i draw se emed u enn asans tun at 
TOrtibawoek. S aft c ft ro : OCEAN GROVE 


EBF HAWTHORN MADEN STAKES (CLASS D) (DIVI}£4^00 


added 2Y0 7f 30yds Penalty Vskie £34^0 
S3 CK— (DSA) PQ (■) (5heih UotronoiecS M 3lDUft90- 
fUKO— u llitaiudH'DnTKonJwu 90 


«ntt r* is a sanMftd a tun-d 9 0. 

6 HOONOOHriNADSClflllHM] un AIM—urtEDu— 90. 


amUMBl (USA) 91 Tatxn p OanM4am90. 
RMHJEMsABMM)EWftn*s90. 


K—tay2 

RMiS 

■bb HdteoBB 10 

N— 4 

_W 8 Matas 1 


fonl KMffS R6GMENT CONDTIIONS STAKES (CLASS Q £7J00 
added lm 4f Penalty VNue £4360 

311625 NOMOftSAUMm— ifthmfiaeedbnSiBier* 910 LDettart7 

20-1030 jurusa (USA) (Us) ptemuwi Al Uataumj B « + 9 a UHBtS 


0-21200 PMOSHNBUESiSAimmLU— Dpoffi»)HCta4 98. 


1304U4 MUMUKlttAimiBlHanan NIMnaniP— w"4B6. 


JWHyroM 

_RMbl5 


21-3223 HNS MOSS (USA) (33HDHBF) Naehos ftnft) H Cta 4 9 2 PMtaftqfS 

006325- MST IUSIE8 (USA) (152) (MOTm BtodSkJCk RK*y*! 5GD0r^692 KMon2 

6054-34 PB6iyAD«rp*a)(CD>(SF)UQDai9UsUIMv692 KtatayS 


9 


389-113 PUtPl£SPUSH(l*7)(C)Bft CSrCfWt0Chertafi0KflPMtai692_™^Owfc*V 
225460 1BI PAST SK(6) (C) (J S KanftyMssJ W U Wl 4 92 


11 


JCMaaS 


6HHrMMiBaaCMm)WRtan9<L 


D TOP OF KHESlC14)[feron M Mobsft P Mata 90_ 
0 COICTOCGD0C2S)(ailsftptaMIBftDMiNnat89- 


SPMRM0UL(UmWtailod(fimdSWanaDd41taHuntlnBlan89. 

0 SM nECBMN (m Mbs BSMmlGBHcftC 8 9 

0 OURBAH|HSA)(reirftnftlAllfeUDIEdPtlMwaiB9 

-12 


-jrstntoe 

J& taltal 7 
rB 
13 
ill 


10 44-1134 WUBQIJR DUES [96) (DUBFI^ftmardl Suo Lady Heim 3611^. 

11 41 HOHAHKBnHt(42)C9iaHlUohBnTiad)HSKub3Bll 

12 1203 rT6ftO>apai[UM){S3)IWV&MaESft*rg)RQ«tcn3811 

13 505520 qUNBBnBS|18)IK)lBB«0GLM»389. 

14 

15 


JtOsdtanal 


JR B 


-BtftBMdU 


JCaneBU 


438600 WSr^HmuiE(33)^MtamarUd)RHta«eBd389 

1-208 STOHrtK(iq(»wgTOmHinK[i&BMs3a4 

-15dednri- 

•nTMft 74 HMi Itata, 92 ftror Spal, S4 Ktabo, 74 ltaa|a, 8-1 JOyoft, *-l Hataff 


jriiKiiaire 
Rotate 10 


BUB T-4 r d H a ro , 74 Fnft. 44, ft i W adii u, 54 Sprota Bd. 134 MB*Nteg,7-l Hoea- 

MG: PDftrBtan2 9 OJHhew 7-1 (M Jofteftn) 9 am 

FORM CUBE 

snumN BMLft a dat^evoteftss act Ba-Mana44ou ftom the ftmly of Sun Prtnoeaa, 
so frere ft no wony about her staying abftty. WB the Bound flint out the more speedier 
types on haadftg? Tbm Ja«s^ FftyK Is \jj Arad out ofa hstf-stter so the mud-kwfng White 
Muzzle, am ha's from a states dm ImwtoWy has their newcomero reedy ftst time up. On(- 
■aBtarmdnaByheidanamyta’ihBJfldclePBdcSialBSSQJieiTaAhaKshowniomB- 
thingathonro.Outorahair^staftodBcentBprfntaWtoiav^,Oi48antataatirif-l]rother 
to 5hudaan. who won at this trip ae a juwioe for AtaoStainrt. MooTOftM tawftr Is 0 
dmet with hft mperience fttar a debut urn o«r a mite ac Pontefract. He ran Been ao flat 
sewn-tengli abm s> Parana City is Bound to ba taifoow) icion. CaOaana Mctaed off n a 
snong race at Hampton (Mti to Maid am was than outpaced In a stafty ran aRair at Ayr. 
He toohs capable of Biing dose today on iHs akwar surface. RV« Wlac has ewy chance 
of b>I n8 »roi on the Bound being a aon of In the Whigs, but the Oamjur flty UF<etab may 
lam pobftfna with the srotoce. SatocttaE SPARTAN GW. 


Paaa, 104 MotaMt Bror, 121 Proasta Bfta, Qtrotaa FMd, 14-1 Easy Ita, 18-loftm 
39» Sdastan 3 9 1 P« Btoy 12 [H Ced) 5 an 

FORM GUIDE 

MOHMMK RWHI Is short on ropanence. but he looked promising behra Aa Quest at New- 
buy in Apni and was £>ad anou^i after the Banff id w«n m style from Amore West [wn- 
ner rwt tfene) a Yort last month. Mohawk Rwer nas the scope m pul thfe off. Harbour 
Dm Ita The growd am rates a big danger on Ms urfcciy Royal Ascot run ano ns 
(bum to OertMrwoJ in the Ebor. Praastai Bfcro. three lengms behrtd him at York, is 7*> 
bettor oft, but Henty CedTs CMSS. along wtm las dose pusuer at Goodwom in May, tar- 
piaSptah, taa^ wanttftmMr than this 12 lulonei. MMaMoalegea an 8ft pull with 
KaHw on fast-ground Itam' behind Busy ABV at Doncaatof last rnondv but both look beat- 
able today- ManDo has wirmlngfarm In Via soft am has «wy hope ofsaytog despite a 
bdowr-pariun Intha John Potter Km rui of season). Joyoah has bean off snoe Rqnl As- 
cot, wtfaa Paaqr A Day Is ernftar mafatga beftted return to action. Stay Uro is a Ifce- 
ly sort after Mtog a mile too sharp when thkd to Afe-Royal a Bam. That was her fast iui 
tor tour months and mb juvenile tamer ti ttta soft ran Heron island to under a length at 
Safabuiy Si May- fcmi which 0m her a rant change hew. Satocftro: MOHAWK RNEH 


122 


SYCAMORE NURSSIY HANDICAP (CLASS D)£4J50 added 
2VD5f Penalty VBhie £3^96 

28240 MVHlB)ta(12)tal%tf«D0)JDutop97 PatEdtay20 

221300 JORiTYBOnE (71) (CO) (M* B BOB B Maftar 9 7 HUhholt22 

310 lEVBlB>(D(D)gtaptaU4MQtoinia5 Jttafaytt 

U55D BtH6» 666.BftWPSAta)DI*— 194 ..... Damn HnMPS 7 


00031 BlflSI4Dtaim(MlCMsltaiVm)RHannan94. 
455100 UMttManC(lg)to)(MEPABen8a)IJMMdB90 
06300 RBBHLBynYGBI W5WMugBMBghra812 


12230 MmiMlIMVmMIDBaiOKlIftcIngLtftJL^roBll 
656402 nCTOK5(U)<Gfa««*HnnRM)CFMuit811 
215 TRnwiB(H)niODHftRann)DMoftoBll 


330 600A|8ft(MPBiitaDflwWn*>t»LkOTDBBOWi811 


441005 OBKWEERJ(>tniftW(PAlaona([)MsJRsinden8lO. 


6250 MMiWTMt DIAMOND (103) g4a Baton HBpal A Baft? B 7 
400 EXPECBQmmiM5IM«PWHlta87 


■ 262 HUH6LUW(17) (Ita Hugi [ . nstnenhlplJ WVtasB 7 
606006 SMMOMMHBrCUMUftLC SUM MaL8ttM 8601^1 
500500 M0U3H H WM6H19) (CP)6l VrtftwEand tamea) WBwy86 
0000 «Hro«OI)Uamasnenie9RMay85aBH^HHi 
144SS1 COagTOO»*WiA-SP7)[D)UXapw<Uaav83 


336462 MOU7RUB(23)PEMld6NftgnonBl 


353200 R1LTRREEM60Y (XI) (D) Often B^y tamtam) J J OTM 7 11. 
600 TODErenPECflWpO) (TR teeftj Bttiel710- 
>22<ftctand- 



BOOKER CASH AND CARRY HANDICAP (CLASS D) £5^00 
I added 3YD liHes lm 2f 120yds Penalty Value £3390 

430251 OkMM (U64K15) (F Hnq|DS0 H Ceof 9 7 .WHywS 

004250 MJCM[48)(BnBLan8 JDutop92 WR 

01-04 DMKCSIMt(UDfiS\bnBMJmro9] EMOWnrolO 


400060 WMHllAM(n9(ftBUBtaM3ha6CEtoitn91. 


442 KBOTClffimgmmDteenJi«nGHro4ufttfaBie»8:i3-. 
56403 SHOKStai [20) £Kta*aah)BFfe813_ 


3-43210 IWK{21)[Bft (UrsJVSMMd)ASttMrB12 

440011 S6BmeBSIBB8F(lQ(C)8teUJUM|)l«^gn811. 


JIMUBiaal2 

—KMmGB 

-Mlhtatsll 


6050 PaUSHRHVBW{raiB4HubbBiftMTampfaB810. 


-UBiM|S92 


. — to Heay (3) 3 

W 002158 «awai4RBEIMa7)nmil0ntaOaUuDmUCtann89 — Xlftfay? 

11 010300 W66PBtoNDAM(lft(NHn»saobgMCtancn8B ICftn(4 

12 534000 MUM48 (42) fftawim 8 MaMaumi P Wb>nw 8 5 mil 


100206 «8CKMH MIM iMM(a)WIR5wn«wP3ito)mBWfaaftBl^Vftfayg)15 

004353 SCato»(R[MCIntaMnan)RH9Wwd80 Fia«ti(3)l 

656000 REB6IBIBI(22)llfaNDmnoKlQmSD4itUiiM713 IQttalS 

0606*0 MIMQX (41) Ghefiti Amn OeHm) J BHM 7 10 Itatta Dwyer C5) 13 


020000 JSt4YBR0*M [l^WnteoSmOT WSsay 710 

-17 ' 


_P Ftasy (5) 14 6 


Afiataso 7ft 108. 7h» taUkqp Mpc Out Pmpnfte 7ft 3IL 

BHTOKt B-l Bara Lad, 7-1 Coroe Ita HiroaftK 15-2 Baa ‘Boros, B-l ftafti Lady, IfjnddM, 

Iftl Iraro Hroft, Dl Jeftt Mh, LoroM, 1M SpmU* Uroiy, IB-1 often 

1996c Cbanartnoa ifaM 2 7 4 N Vafty 20-1 [M UcCncmdO 11 on 


A NBidfta is uuafar a Mg help on tha nn&e on this couae am the cott wtm me plum 
poftdon * AUNT VENTURE 1mm Brian Meehan* in-torm asbia. Ha raturre Ifash after Ns 
Mast itart at Otorious Goodwood wham he Uiowad hft cunomBiy e«ty speed and his sole 
win was gained on mb, ouse haMbr Bound in Mw when ha co&ty beat Rnura Prospect 
who won new ftna out. Ig y irohl iro Is also rilce>y drown, but ha was apewd In a rmreery 
at Sandown am tuas wel beaten behtod Heart Tlnb tt Ungflakt 12 dqs a0L Being a son 
of Po»«*i Paata, EBmb Lad mqy do own batter on thft «bund attar hft FWtaeatnne nuro- 
eqr wfa on me fast Dram ta me mkftfla today, Sena Lad would nave been me seftetion 
had he- bean neater the sums side raLTbero was money far Why O Six on the cum 
tost ttne. He's ms drawn i-ara and, mou0> sti ftatonga seems more Ms Dip, he could stffl 
go wel at a price on mis soft ground - the cob haBngfam tha Hfah Premium ssata. RanUe 
DeM tor lamr Haile Is tn&rosdng, though thft peccy toy nay not be suited fcyme changed 
Bound. Dudtay MoOWt's pair ftaftarl am Bronwa C6rf an bom winnera m the soft, but 
they hero to ouonsme a tow taw. Carttar wtnnw UnaKad is sufty benar than Ms Toni 
run tuggrots. moilBi ha's byp-ssed from sffid 12, wNft soft: ground winner Bratal Ftata- 
ey k»ki otrouied from ataa mroa. FM Tkrow Improved on ma aolt Bouid last dme am 
ft profaned tothe wtokbaon Soda. Salactfoa: JOMT VENTURE 


mtm HCtfc 7« lOfa Tiue rnaap MtfXs:/l%z> 7* 2b. tsfty Brw> 7b m 
BETlWGc 4^. ttan, 3M SUdng Sw, M ftaaftdqr M, »* Sorotaft, UW Mcft, M D«* 
Star; 10-1 Mae. SmetaMs Heart; 14-1 MrofaMystteMg, JW oftros 
MBS: Dsbuonb Days 3 8 10 M Roberts 10-1 (ASMfl 16 on 
FORM CURIE 

Mac Stowort won mb lest year am can tbiiow up wnh DMNE. who ran away won j small 
maiden at Hamflton and then beaten owra tanosrtnp wnen tavounfa tor a Goodwood hand 
leap. A dat^Sw of Dowsing, ana hea every chance of improving wen ttes cut si the Bound. 
Oman has a big weiBn and Kaohielgr Fhl, beaten tour lengms far Omata « FoOcestone 
after showing earter promfte at Sandown. a 86> bettor todw- ItoOsh Rhythn abo shaped 
ricety in me same Sandowi racaa. SMatneaa Hanwtf won wer a longer trip ilznflt) hew 
11 days a B>. but she acts on tha Bouvl am can ba cortaderetl agftnst ao many out-ot- 
tamr rtroft- WUftpariag Dam MS am m me salt, out s utpnwn «. mittrtp, wtute Dance 
star, fourth to Namoodft hem. « sard ro low the soft. The maiden fl ow tah can t» con- 
adeiBd on her lafaR dose mad to Meft Baby at Rjntotfaa. «We Abaelnta|yebnnBkichas 
ctsrmswm herkMrwekmL MacMoie DMNE 


4_3Qj EBFH>WVTHO«NMA!D€N STAKES (Q>SSD)(DIVI}t<L30O 


added 2Y0 7f30yris Penalty Vzftue £3444 

50 AWS P8J (R ittnsn, Vtgei U Jchnsan 9 0. 


m|] &ALA CLUBS CONDITIONS STAKES (CLASS C) £7,200 added 
5lJ 2Y0 Ira 30yds Penalty Valin £4*461 

1 mass (ES) [)teRft)Mltefetaum] HThoRscn Jones 91 RM2 

1 Q0HZ4M (S3) (SUM M KBbWE) J Ckirfcp 9 1 TSpnlwl 

010 HOM AUK GBitDIlDHMiifftBlJ Boston 91 LDMHd4 

1 «BaWU3fpgA)(U2)VBta *n ta lit B im PCiite91_ T fatal 

0 ■00fc CT 0taTOtaJBhn>ftBrodPOoptiftH)un8n- WR Ii A ta l 

1 6MT MMADTOI 0164} (B) (EMM) taad N WlBXVd) M SKW»B 10 — Dftnfaea7 

1 RlCnimBmprooelWidBBftroAHCacaSlO MEdtayS 


06*0 6MRESWn(MiimOtaRT«lrc&5HtaLdCFfttu990 RCoctemB 

2 COUOSI6P (0)6*3 lUto Hnronl os WMOanlH Osc* 90 PttBtay4 

SOWMC5htaMoWwiw8DlodH90 LDmodS 

0 mUB(US«}Clft(WtaHlM&un]Ptaroyna9 RWtoL 


CHHUHESPAIICBICaiyOnlfaMgRwsi p r toMrogtorga _JFo>teM7 

08 CUBHA (14) pass BSiroeiG Baring 69 IOmhU 

0 H0CCASH(U2)(PaJltata)PMEfiber89 RPartmll 

2 MrVMLBfnM(2S)[DJDee<18tifc89 — HMhB 


JQstaoS 


TOITOI[M)ftDe«nKlOBnroDMEl)m89 

3 tiPBBIII SCPC P36) BMhW & eai ffir e Pancngsl) PCjIpBS 

Bonaa sa My Vv lia t l n a, 3il Sated. 7-3 CoroteMp, S-l Cagta. 5-1 Stab. Vm a C in Tc a n a, 14- 
ltata IMoBtaa 
1995: rot (SroJon one 

FORM CUBE 


BeiHB: H mMSheer Mk M Mdft H I 


■ Mane. 74 BfttAtaadm, 20-1 


1965: tichny 2 9 7 M Edooy 43 (H Ced6 4 m 

FORM CUBE 

Hany Cart ffMs NjpVel m# Rainbow Quest 19y Flit, nfoo Is taken to beat tbe eetts $f- 
ttr her debut win over mft ftp at Senduan. Heavfa baokad, FV ran Been on ma home tom, 
but Ufa buttled dbm wel to the task and was ataya hoWng the more experienced Al- 
phabet She looks the type to hande iha aottar oomHons am her 5to set aSowance could 
male al the dHtoranca in me dosing engx. Mfthaei Sizum also goes rom a tBy to BM 
Aftaadta, who ft bob to com on tor her debut ron at Ungflekt (§T 12 dms ago. Out of 
aiO4jiiongirinnef,ihesi»iNBpprecimucftyftion0H , np.HaB«AiDMaonineio- 
S juc^W taNe>miari« aewrtft to ftpra, but the forme# his Goodwood viin over 
mb Tdp has taken a tow knocks. Conroca be sue^lre rnpraer after las Satftbuiy (71) 
»*i flora Another M^tt. Ha (pthcmadBipItB befog ftfty tuned up and, befag a son of Pis- 
toW Bleu, ha should ratal tha underfoot commons. Ftolafs beat Artodar Dme by further 
over me acme eouw am ftatenee el^R OBfaft ftttr, but Sheer FoBy ft on toafly dffarwt 
ground and ft returning from a tayoff altar lu wtenfog dtobut at Kaiftton In Jim. Dr Oew- 
oufr hatf-brother Royal Com needs to impnm on hft debut ran behind Ases at New- 
market to trouble thesa SatatkacFU 


COUKiaMP was beaten «a\ hts debut - the oott. bong m vnrosy tawume when second to 
Maa hheer at New ma rket- Bui that expertenoe wft stand han mfyud stead for das tea in 
the mud am he mromsasacBndcftanceeommgfamagpodfarnfy. Dand lodor's new- 
comer S atari shoftd Oke me grtxtto. He’s by Msn Precedes and las warning dam is a 
ststar to Gone Wes and Uon Cavam. The Wterfan wBt torn an Mies. My Vatatbto was 
a plee sfo g second a Erode at Ifarocroy. mough she comes from a faa-gotrod fanwy. white 
Vuawffan Scene may tim ttaa too hot on her come b ack tun after a debut mint to Ctane 
at Lacester (50 n eaty Jino. Atnab m a Rwairan % wm snaped ncefy at Ln^m am 
she may com Wtn the Bound barw man Ac-hL SH cMa a ; COURTSWP 




H0L1Y MADEN STAKES (CLASS D) £5000 added 1m 4f 
! Penalty Value £3^792 

3- ADOMSSKreUfonFfaeBManrosSrodaiaiDBroonhags DHanWoeS 

5420B- DnostMp?7)[KRfty,HaiM6iahne&JaeOonH)>JMJeftzna595 — KMhB 

RDIHAH (l&9tad SuFftTO B WmI 4 9 5 Dm HcKaoM 13 

00 vnuS(D2>ataHMtadBlMton)HCK*495 PtoBklayU 

82004 HGHS1BN(10)l8EnyAnaecsanUDurfep3812 TfatadB 

0 BRWOn* SQOJtBE (T9) (Drotoi EproO C Esaffln 3 8 12 RHBBa»14 

43G2TO n rM HH7 (141)6todflcPtetai)RHaiaion3812 OtafflftRlS 

00 G0UI4NCE6sepa4)ataRBftaUBeteK)R0S*wi3812 BSaadaroS 


LLLJ 


TOMMY mUJS HANDICAP (CLASS D) £5,100 added Of 


1 144640 



12 


HremEAHfttaOJMBKM 
Wffl DEMeDMM B Maahn 3912. 
W(4)«flWamQal*»itRUdttBr39 
SfiRMtaO (ft) D j n«DU)8 LHooro 


■«L<4<)) (D) Pflta)) 

MME pfa R |RESa«ta) PD^fa^i39ia 
fl3WW(ta6itattaB«NtoflMHB irocnd597. 
■RK(7) (B WtoM B Mctoaln 4 9 BHp 
Hwtl8Mnta«fttf PHrito396fl 
■WFBWCMctai Whorl MOods 4 95] 




el mSmc Sw EL taall>) 

0 FMR UOf i FWBfJeen) ^ J^nslBert M38 7 __ 



K Oertoy U 

L Demi 7 

JDta(I)U 
M Rabartal 


IABatoy3B7 

1(1^ [BF)iSvEncFater)BHfc3B 7 

iasa JCM387 

BETIiiS: 3-1 Was, 7-2 Data StK 9-2 Bacbstaku 5-1 Sea M Stone. 6J Head, 7-1 

1 Dfanood faroca, 12-1 aftea 

199ft Achetosi 3 8 11 W Ryan B-l 6t Cec# a on 


Jf«taa2 

_JMHR*9 


.OUrbtaU 
I Canal9 


13 100000 A»WtoB (4>tPHBaBmfogifa9MTbinpiaB.394 M Hairy P) iB 

14 254002 fllUro CTWI^Itamg aM ifai t 9Fiaaft)MWBBMity4B4^,r»tal3B 

314605 tUKMtonrCtalftO)GM»bl|)Rlumaad393 F4«*(S)» 

220502 PtMMMU((ra(nM»tamSajiflMttM592_. RM0IM24 

652100 »tBEHI0Y(29|C0)eBHBNBifa9UWfttafa392-_BPaddaM4B 
000040 M l t m H 0IMpBA)(7) W(9R0ftfoSwt)TDBtoWB 792 LfaM» 

15 OOOS31B««OPfa|3)5taiaYnatoftsJfftTn*«&SO KtaffilS 

20- <54254 U»«JSHR0UBCEq(D)(AKCDImJWWanf8813 QDnflhUU 


Dado Star returns to action after irfurtng a tarii here n Febrovy. MatMtm Jeflarson ro- 
port* him keen « He home woik am me Champion HuitSe ft the fag ftnftt tor the fwe- 
jear-oU. But the youngsrbhffde cm tele ifaswm SEA OF SAME ftahng me part m the 
staying department - her dam bfang a wncr over iha wp. Her two runs in me summer 
wm on fast ground am thoae placedetknsuDBwnaaYbmtoumamUnaaKWtnd- 
aor gives her emy ri t ance today. Bectatalnfabea runs have oaenai the mud (eacond to 
Hartnur Dues at Ung&M in Mq4 and, white he wR bo pto0ngon. Bacnswn axM b«- 
able on hft latest handicap (burn to Sugar Mm here. Heniy Cec* bes bean pawnt wm W- 
me. who had a year between his two sens and agroi leunng hem a tayjrt. fataad to 
some fine stBym, Vitus wouldn't he a eurfme winner. Dtanem Danea was dftappomt- 
hens IS itoys e0> (raced on opposite stda el eouM ta tha wtnaarf after a decent de- 
but nm « Sandcwn, v«te me other «tee hwwr em Madam Sttata m «hfe» who 
an FrtWteg eoedy totoitow. June Onto tmtmtt % SeMaln i* fl Sadtert WMs from a 
flneftmay. Stactton: SEA Of STONE 


Muster 

makes 

boycott 

threat 


Tennis 



IWsfcv-v.- •' 


Thmnas Muster, of Austria, who 
is still incensed at abuse direct- 
ed al him in a Davis Cup tie in 
BrazO last month, said yesterday 
that he wnuld rather stop ploy- 
ing in the competition than risk 

in jury al the hands of unruly tans. 

Muster, the world No 3, 
inarched off court during the 
clash between Austria and 
Brazil in Sao Paulo, after feel- 
ing threatened by the crowd. 
The InJemalional Tennis Fed- 
eration last week ordered Aus- 
tria to forfeit £39,000 in 
prize-money for foiling to enm- 

f ilete the tie and upheld £5,000 
incs imposed on the spot 
against Muster. 

Muster, in Hong Kong for the 
Marlboro Championships, de- 
fended his actions and said the 
referee's report was nonsense. 
"If the l i t continues to support 
these countries and lhe>' con- 
tinue to cause trouble, sooner 
or later someboth’ is going to be 
injured.*' he said. "But it will not 
be me. 1 am not interested in 
playing Davis Cup again. It is 
not sport. I will play next year 
and see (what happens].” ' 
Australia’s Piurck Rafter up- 
set the third-seed. Yevgeny 
Kafelnikov of Russia, h-4, 4-6, 
64 in the opening round of the 
championships. Kafelnikov, the 
French Open champion, came 
up against an inspired Rafter, 
who won the match on his third 
match point after two breaks in 
the third set. Both players are 
in the Red Group, which in- 
cludes America's Michael 
Joyce. 

Byron Black of Zimbabwe 
defeated Grant Connell of 
Canada 6-3, 64 in the Silver 
Group, which is headed by 
Pete Sampras, of the United 
States. Connell takes on the 
top-ranked Sampras today. 
Sweden's Jonas Bjorkman was 
also in fine form as he defeat- 
ed Neville Godwin, of South 
Africa, 6-2, 6-3 in his opening 
match in the Gold Group. 

The 12 players in the tour- 
nament are divided into four 
groups of three each, with the 
winner in each group advancing 
into the semi-finals. 


Record blitz 
keeps Braves’ 
hopes alive 

Baseball 


The Atlanta Braves kept alive 
their hopes of retaining the 
World Series with a 14-43 de- 
molition of the St Louis Cardi- 
nalson Monday. The viettyy cut 
the Cardinals’ lead to 3-2 in the 
best-of-seven -games National 
League Championship Series. 

Although St Louis still lead 
the series, they must win in 
Atlanta to face the New York 
Yankees in the Wc,!^ Series, 
which begins on Saturday. The 
Braves have won eight of iheir 
last nine post-season games at 
home, but no team has ever 
come back from a 31-1 deficit in 
the National League Champ- 
ionship Series. However, St 
Louis is the only team in Ma- 
jor League history to blow a 
3-1 twice lead in Ute post-sea- 
son - in the 1968 and 1985 
World Series. 

Chipper Jones and Jeff 
Blauser drove in two runs each 
in a five-run first inning for 
Atlanta, who added another 
two runs in Lhe second. Javy 
Lopez and Mark Lemke both 
tied the championship scries 
record with four hits. Atlanta 
had a total of 22 hits, breaking 
the championship series record 
of 16 set by the Chicago Cubs 
in 1984. 

John Smoltz, the favourite to 
win the Cy Young award, won 
his third post-season game and 
his 27th game this year. Even he 
joined in the hitting spree, go- 
ing two for four with an RBI and 
a run scored. He said: “Wc fell 
all along that, with a couple of 
plays, wc could turn this series 
around. Maybe we did that 
tonight." 

Gary Gactli. the Cardinals 
third baseman, said: “Every- 
thing happened so fast the 
game wasn’t even frustrating. 

~ don’t think it mattered what 


we did. They just kicked our 
butts." 
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sport 


Players starting to see referees as paranoid policeme 


When football supporters take their 
places to watch their heroes strut 
their stuff, not many of them ap- 
preciate that it is not only the play- 
ers who arc out there competing. 

On the face of it, referees cannot 
win. If they don't please ail of the 
people ail of the time, they'll get 
stick. If they do, the best they can 
hope for are genuine well-meant 
handshakes from players as they 
head for the dressing-rooms. 

However, most of the referees 
need to win -or to be more accurate, 
they need to get good grades from 
the" assessor and the two clubs com- 
peting on the day. One or two will 
be completing their last year “on the 
list". If they follow trends established 
over the last couple of seasons, like 
Sinatra, they'll go out whistling rather 
than singing My Way. 

A minority of the referees will be 
trying to maintain their status 
among the game's £lite. The ma- 
jority will be trying to prove them- 
selves worthy of promotion into this 
elite. Mastering their trade is cer- 
tainly a pursuit they all take very se- 
riously. and some will harbour the 


desire to tip David EUeray, the cur- 
rent “beaamaster”, from his seat 

There was a time when referees 
succeeded without seeming to fay. 
They moved through the ranks de- 
veloping a refereeing personality 
and style which worked despite what 
might now be seen as technical de- 
ficiencies. I'm sure the likes of Jim 
Ftnney, Jack Taylor, Neil Mid^ey and 
many others would have found the 
current quest to standardise their be- 
haviour, judgement and responses 
difficult to come to terms with. 

Since Fife, the governing body of 
world football introduced through 

Uefa. the European governing body, 

its mandatory instructions relative 
to certain sections of Law 12, there 
has been an explosion in red and yel- 
low cards. It has to be said, the prod- 
uct is better for this clean-up. 
Cynicism and violence cannot be tol- 
erated under any circumstances. 

But are the measures too Dra- 
conian? I think they are. 1 sense an 
almost religious fervour to clean 
things up, almost to sanitise the 
game. Are things really that bad? At 
the moment, I feel there’s not 



emoift discrimination between what 
is til-judged, careless and down- 
right cynical or violent. Not enough 
importance is ptaccd oo trying to un- 
derstand the motives of the player. 

In the recent Arsenal and Sun- 
derland game, Martin Scott de- . 
served to go in my view, but did Paul 
Stewart? I am pleased to say that 
the referee concerned, Paul Dan- 
son, now agrees. That’s a step in the 
right direction. Can such judged 
menls ever be so black and white? 
A technical offence is not always in- 
tentional. It's one thing to know the 
laws, but to apply the laws effec- 
tively, you have to know the game. 

England’s game against Poland 
last week threw up an interesting 
comparison in standards. The offi- 


Howard Wilkinson warns 
that managers, players and 
the men in the middle are 
moving apart and worries ; 
that good young officials 
may be lost to the game . 


rial in charge was Helmut Knig, one 
of Germany’s top men. In a game 
where some Premiership referees 
might have been tempted to pop 
their cork, Heir Krug kept his bot- 
tle and was never too obvious- sub- 
tle rather than up front - and as a 
result the game flowed freely. 

Knowing the game is largely a 
matter of experience and these days 
the trend is towards promoting even 
younger and therefore less experi- 
enced referees. In theory, the rea- 
sons are sound. The quicker you 
referee in the Premiership, the ear- 
lier you'll get on the Fife list, which 
also means being longer on that list. 

Mike Riley and Graham Barber, 
two very young and promising ref- 
erees, were promoted to the Pre- 


miership after a couple of years 
apiece in the Football League. Af- 
ter four games each this season,- they 

had respectively 21 and 25 yellow 
cards' to their credit In addition, Ri- 
ley has two reds. 

Riley refereed the Nottingham 
Forest-Middlesbrough game when: 
nine players were booked and one 
sent off. This week Bryan Robson, 
the Middlesbrough manager, was 
fined £L500, severely censured and 
warned to Ins future conduct fol- 
lowing bis outburst after this game. 

JohnJGridby from Sheffield, tin the 
other hand, is a highly rated refer- 
ee, but over 40 years old. His 
prpspectsforpromotkHito the Pre- 
miership could be significantty low- 
ertfaan yo unger ca n adate s tykhthg 
best wiH in the world, experience can 
only come given the time to referee 
the number of ^mes necessary to 
come to terms with and understand 
the intricacies of the modem game. 

Seven managers charged with dis- 
repute is ootgx^ for the game, wher- 

awlhe feiihHftt.MifHnm planting 

a referee’sdressing-ioom. does not re- 
flect well on ’iamSy entertainment". 


Matches needlessly reduced, to few- 
erdiahll-a-sideaienotwtottttecds- 
tomerpays to see- and the customer 
pays a lot these days. 

There s a definite fee t of com- 
munication, with players, managers 

and referees moving further apart 
rather than closer together. Man- 
agers and players need to be made 
fully aware of the huge pressure un- 
der ^ winch referees operate these days 
-and the circumstances which create 
this pressure. At the moimemt, man- 
agers and players are starting to see 
the referees as some sort of bunch 
of paranoid policemen who assume 


twoofthebfeboys.who’dgotafinet 
weekend. Now, they could be in- ' 
teresting. Humour breaks down 
many barriers. 

• i can still bear the dulcet tones 
now. “Come here, son, Tin having 
yon. Don't worry, you're in good 
company: I booted Bobby Mqr i 
last week!” u ' 

The stories became legends as you 
got to know them personalty. “Are 


iual bent on breaking the law. 

All of this seems a far ay from (be 
situation during the six years I had 
in non-Leagiie football where, inaik 
my words, the fortitude, determi- 
nation and commitment Of referees 
was and is stiH tested to its famt- Even 
at that time, some referees bad . 
gone about as far-as they could go. 
Bor others, it was a final step in a very 
long, arduous ladder to their zenith, 
the old FoottaS League. 

Now and again We'd get one or 


cre-half pomety enquired. “See tb^_ 
yelkwtningup there, number five, 
it's millions of miles away and called 

the sun. 1 can see it from here, so 
how far do yon want me to see?” 

It would be a shame and a loss 
if the s tandardis ations currently 
sought removed that sort of banter 
from the game. 

Having said all that, would I be 
a referee? Waukl I hell! I don’t think 
that will wony the assembled ranks 
of the gentlemen in black. What 

should worry all of us, though, is the 
possibility that there are increasing 
numbers of young men out there 
who, because of the hassle, think 
exactly the same. 


Ajax look lost in 
an alien setting 


Ian Ridley finds a strained welcome at 
the Amsterdam ArenA, where Rangers 
boldly go searching for a win tonight 



I t homes into view amid farm- 
land and aside office blocks 
south-east of the city and for 
a moment you realty think they 
might have landed. The new 
Amsterdam ArenA, host to 
Rangers in the Champions’ 
League tonight, is indeed a fu- 
turistic mothership of a venue, 
but at the moment for Ajax, 
their opponents and occupants 
of this interplanetary craft, it is 
far from dome, sweet home. 

This visitor yesterday began 
to feel like the increasingly frus- 
trated Richard Dreyfuas in Close 
Encounters of the Third Kind. 
Amid building workers still top- 
ping off (and popping off for a 
ciggic), security staff politely but 
firmly defied attempts to reach 
nerve centre - the 51,000-seat 
stadium itself and a view of the 
pitch. All enquiries were re- 
ferred to offices on the fourth 
floor of a tower block 400 bleak 
and windswept yards away. 

Ah, said a knowing local that 
will be because they have tak- 
en so much criticism. Ajax sup- 
porters, used to the intensity of 
the old 20,000-capacity De 
Mccr. are having trouble adapt- 
ing to the less atmospheric 
ArenA (probably spelt so be- 
cause it offers neat opportuni- 
ties for logo designers) while the 
team are struggling to perform 
on a pitch still bedding in. Like 
themselves, in fa cl. 

For all that, the ArenA is a 
remarkable looking construc- 


tion, its most innovative feature 
a retractable roof - in 30 min- 
utes, is the claim - that permits 
indoor conceits and the like. 
Car parking takes up the first 
two floors, with the pitch laid 
out on the third. Naturally, 
food outlets and other chances 
to spend money are copious. 

TTiat said, season ticket prices 
are remarkably cheap, with a 
seat on the half-way line at 
about £250 for the year. With 
a lowest price of £100, it puts the 
Premiership to shame. Costing 
£70m, the stadium has taken 
three years to complete and ac- 
cess via motorways and trains is 
excellent It is about 12 kilo- 
metres from the centre of Am- 
sterdam and only 30 from 
Utrecht but then everything in 
this delightfully open and man- 
ageable country seems to be 
about 30 kilometres from 
Utrecht 

The stadium was opened two 
months ago with Ajax, only mi- 
nor shareholders though the 
regular attraction, losing 
3-0 to Milan as a sign of things 
to come. In six competitive 
games since, the pitch has cut 
up too easily and turf is relaid 
almost daily. 

The biggest critic has been the 
Ajax coach, Louis van Goal 
whose passing team needs a 
level, rather than divot-pocked, 
playing surface. “Too soft un- 
derneath." said the well known 
Agronomist of Old Amsterdam. 


“In the old place yon could 
smell football everywhere you 
wenL You can’t here," said >&n 
Goal, who has announced his 
possibly related resignation 
from the dub at the end of the 
season. And, from the outride 
yesterday, you knew what he 
meant. 

Actually, Ajax’s more signif- 
icant dilemmas have been more 
to do with the new problems 
presented by the Bosnian rul- 
ing and the age-old one of in- 
jury. Last summer Finidi 
George, Nwankwo Kanu - now 
sadly out of the game with a 
heart problem - Edgar Davids 
and Michael Reiziger departed 
as the team which won the Eu- 
ropean Cup last year and was 
beaten by Juventus in this year’s 
final drifted apart 

To those losses, add long- 
term injuries to Patrick Kluiv- 
ert Danny Blind and Peter 
Hoekstra and a shorter-term 
calf strain to Jari Litmanen, 
which prevents his appearance 
tonight and the reasons for 
Ajax’s fall from grace become 
apparent 

They are an unheard of sixth 
in the Dutch League, seven 
points behind the leaders 
Feyenoord after 10 games. In 
the Champions' League, a busi- 
ness as usual 1-0 win in Anxeire 
was followed by a 0-1 defeat in 
the ArenA by Grasshopper of 
Zurich, fast Incoming tins sea- 
son’s surprise packet. Kluiv- 



The 51^000-seated Amsterdam ArenA where Ajax play host to Rangers in the Champions' League tonight 


ert’s replacement the Nigerian 
Tijani Babangida, has yet to 
score a goal. 

“They are still an impressive 
ride." says the Rangers man- 
ager, Whiter Smith. “I don’t 
think they are in turmoil as 
some are suggesting.” Perhaps 


not but his team, who have lost 
both their matches to 
Grasshopper and Auxerre, 
could hardly have dared hope 
when the draw was made to find 
them in such disarray in what 
will be a make or break contest 
for the Scots. 


Not that they themselves are 
untroubled by injury. The most 
worrying is the damaged hip of 
their goalkeeper Andy Go ram. 
which will be tested this morn- 
ing, while in attack they are 
looking thin- Smith may pair the 
German Jorge AJbertz with 


Brian Landiup. Ally McCoist 
and Gordon Dune are ruled out 
and die Dutchman formerty 
with Ajax, Peter \4n Vossen, is 
doubtful- 'v. 

The two teams will barely re- 
semble ^ what they might be and 
the same can be said of the set- 


Photograph: Altsport 

ting; yes, Jim, but is it football 
as we know it? Responding to 
a venue has always been part of 
playing in Europe and whichev- 
er side does so the better 
tonight will be crucial. We hope 
to bring you an internal report 
tomorrow. 




Peace, love, flowers. 


Antic primed to atone for past 




i;; ■; - :■ $V : 

Beer. 


Raddy Antic, the Atletico 
Madrid coach, will be hoping to 
banish the memory of one of ihc 
most painful episodes in the 
club's history when his side 
meet Borussia Dortmund in 
tonight's Champions’ League 
fixture. 

Atletico came close to win- 
ning the European Cup final in 
1974, the last time they met a 
German ride in the premier 
competition. But Bayern Mu- 
nich scored a late equaliser, and 
Franz Beckenbauer s ride went 
on to win the replay 4-0. 

It was a heavy blow for Atieti- 
cc, who have struggled to escape 
the shadow of their neighbours, 
ReaL, the winners of a record six 
European Cups. 

Antic, himself a former Real 
coach, guided Atletico to their 
first domestic league and cup 
double last season. Few 
Spaniards would be surprised 
to see the Serbian take his 


team all the way to the final af- 
ter a fine Champions' League 
debut in Group B. Atletico 
have the best record of any ride 
in the competition after beat- 
ing the former champions 
Steaua Bucharest 4-0 and win- 
ning 4-1 at Poland's Widzew 
Lodi. 

However, Borussia Dort- 
mund have also beaten both 
Steaua and Widzew and will 
provide the toughest opposition 
in the group for Atletico. 

Injury deprives Dortmund 
of their influential sweeper, 
Matthias Sammer, the mid- 
fielder Andreas Moller and de- 
fender Rene Schneider, all 
Germany internationals. But 
the Brazilian defender Julio 
Cesar is recovering from a mus- 
cle injury and is likely to play. 

Dortmund beat Duisburg 2-0 
in the Bundesliga last Saturday 
but they are not performing well 
in midfield or attack. 


“We're not going to Madrid 
as favourites but we don’t want 
to lose there either," the coach, 
O ttmar Hitzfeld, said. “We 
have to live with lots of injuries 
but it gives the replacements a 
chance to force their way in.” 

Dortmund may draw 
strength from the past, having 
beaten Atletico in the quarter- 
finals of tire European Cup- 
Winners’ Cup on their way to 
winning the trophy' in the 
1965/66 season. 

Ailetico's fine European form 
has contrasted with some poor 
performances at home. The 
Madrid dub are already six 
points adrift of the leaders, 
Barcelona, after seven league 
games, largely thanks to the ab- 
sence of the injured Jose Luis 
Caminezo, who misses the 
Borussia match with a muscle 
strain. 

To make matters worse even 
Antic himsetf is injured. The Ser- 


bian pulled up in training on 
Sunday after aggravating an 
Adtilles tendon injury wbidi had 
lingered on from his tune as a 
player and he will have to curb 
his animated tonchline sorties. 

However, Antic will be 
cheered by the reappearance of 
the striker Kiko Narvaez, who 
sat out Saturday’s 2-2 draw 
with Real Beds. “Ifs an im- 
portant game, which could open 
the way to the quarter-finals,” 
Kiko said. 

The match should fill Atieti- 
co’s Vicente Calderon stadium 
for the first time this season. 
The capacity has been re- 
duced by 6,000 to just under 
50,000, because of engineering 
works. 

MMm Madrid (praMfevBUMta Dort- 
nwnd, Europ ea n Cup C ba ra pfan ** 

Madrid, tosUM} Moira; Darts, 

Munoz. KfcSoksBlHl. Bajtt, Simone, Pan- 
de; Nanaaz. Eanttder. 

Bor uCT la D o r tmund (probable) Wok 
Rbwnger, Kohler, Jute Osa, Router; 
Lambert. Zorc, TreechW, H earer; Renan. 

Chaputsat. 


Apologetic Bosnich 
‘must grow up’ 


Struggling Milan seek respite 


Milan, who have been plagued 



this season, will be hoping for 
another successful trip to Scan- 
dinavia when they play Gothen- 
burg in the European 
Champions’ League today. 

Milan beat Rosenborg 4-1 in 
Norway last month, with Marco 
Simone scoring a hat-trick in 
Trondheim and George Weah 
getting the other goal. 

Simone missed the 3-0 defeat 
al Roma in Sent- A on Saturday 
with an injury, but he returns to 
partner Iftfcah in attack as Milan 
look for a second victory in 
Group D. 

Gothenburg confirmed their 
domination of Swedish football 
at the weekend by winning 
their fourth successive league 
title with two matches to spare. 
Andreas Anderson and Stefan 
FfeUersson scored two goals 


each in a 6-0 away victoiy at 
Tnelleborg, which keeps Goth- 
enburg in next season’s Champ- 
ions’ League. However, they 
have had a miserable time this 
season, losing to Rosenborg 
and Porto. 

Milan’s coacb, Oscar 
Tabarez, has been forced to 
make sweeping changes to his 
team. Edgar Davids, Dejan 
Savicevic and Stefano Eranio 
are ail injured and Pietro Vier- 
chowod is cup-tied. 

Franco Barest, who played his 
first game in over six weeks on 
Saturday, is expected to play 
against Gothenburg despite be- 
ing less than 100 per cent fit To 
provide extra cover for Barest, 
Tabarez may move Marcel Dc- 
saiDy back to central defence in 
place of the out-of-form 
Alessandro Costacurta. 

Two younger members of 


the squad, Massimo Ambrori- 
m, 19, and Tomas LocaieUi, 20, 
are expected to play in midfield 
alongside Demetno Albertini 
and Zvonimir Bohan. 

Bohan, who was suspended 
on Saturday, said he hoped the 
defeat would spur the side on. 
“It [the defeat by Roma] wasn't 
nice to look at, not at all” he 
said. We had better show some 
character and react” 

Boban's sentiments were 
shared by Costacurta, who sakh 
"Thank goodness we now have 
a cup match, I don't know what 
exactly is happening at the mo- 
ment 'We’re conceding goals 
that, if not inexplicable, are at 
least worrying/ 

axfwnbar* fenfaaMefc Rafi9; Johansson. 
Ujd& lanODejs, Mdrassoa Mid.' Ef ■ 

knpnart, BtomcfBst Pettasea Atesreson. 
Hn femfatekfc Roa* PBnw4 ttfeH. D* 
LacaeW, Mtxnhi. Amtaafnf, 
Bottn, werti. Sinune. 


■ Paris St-Gennain, the hold- 
ers, will be without Leonardo 
for the away leg against 
Galatasaray in the second 
round of the European Cup- 
Winners’ Cup tomorrow. 

Leonardo, whose seven goals 
and incisive midfield play have 
helped PSG establish a seven- 
point lead in the French First 
Division, has been called up by 
Mario 7 -agHKn to play in Brazil's 
friendly at home to Lithuania. 

His team-mate Vincent 
Guerin said: "We’ll surety miss 
turn. But we have enough good 
players to manage without ram" 

PSG's manager, Ricardo, a 
fellow Brazilian, said: “His ab- 
sence is serious but I have a good 
squad and I'm not worried.” 

Laurent Founder will prob- 
ably move into Leonardo’s at- 
tacking midfield role, with Jose 
Cobu s c om ing Into the defence. . 


AstOO Villa's assistant manag er, 
Allan Evans, suggested yes- 
terday that the club’s goal- 
keeper, Mark Bosnich, has no 
problems that maturity would 
not cure. 

Bosnicb is on a Football As- 
sociation charge after his “joke” 
Nazi-style salute to Tbttenbam 
fens on Saturday after Spurs 
supporters had taunted him 
over his collision with Jfirgen 
Klinsmann two seasons ago. 

This Saturday, his sense of 
humour w£U no doubt be tested 
again during the visit to VIDa Rack 
of Leeds, whose fens will recall 
his dismissal late in a Premier- 
ship game at Bland Road 18 
months ago, when Villa went on 
to lose. 

“He's had problems with the 
Leeds crowd m the past,” Evans 
said. “He was sent off there for 
■wasting time and winding 
people up. He's been in the 
wrong a few times and be must 

start to grow up. 

“As tong as he learns from the 
White Hart Lane experience, 
it's OK. We believe he made a 
genuine mistake and I am sure 
the manager, Brian Little, in- 
tends to pick him for Saturday.” 

Bosnich, who has profusely 


apologised for the salute, 
describing it as a joke, is sure to 
be selected but Little will make 
changes for the visit of George 
Graham's Leeds ride as he looks 
to end a sequence without a win 
stretching back to 4 September. 

Little said: “You have to be 
concerned when you go seven 
matches without a victoiy and 
there wiH be changes.” 

One piece of good news for 
Little is that Gareth Southgate 
is likely to have recovered from 
the ankle injury be suffered 
while playing for England 
against.Foland last Wednesday. 

Middlesbrough's manager, 
Bryan Robsoo, might have been 
frustrated by his ride's 2-2 draw 
against 10-man Sunderland on 
Monday, but he took consola- 
tion from Fabrizio Ravanelli 
breaking his goal drought away 
from the Riverside Stadium. 

“He’s so single-minded about 
scoring goals and there's no 
reason why he can't qsry on 
scoring,” Robsoo said o&be Ital- 
ian, who has scored 11 times this 
season. “It’s nice that he’s «p~t 
off the mark bi an away 
but 1 don't think it was preying 
on his mind that he hadn't 
scored away from home.” 


Tbilisi take a narrow lead 


Kakhi Gogichaisbvili scored 
from a penalty in the 28th 
minute to give Dynamo Tbilisi 
a 1-0 victory over Boa vista in 
their second-round, first leg 
Uefe Cup game yerierday in 
Georgia. 

Tbilisi were on top through- 
out the first half without mak- 
ing their superiority count The 
breakthrough came when their 
defender .Gocfca Jamanili raced 
for ward and was polled down by 
a Roavista defender to give 
flngfc b»»sh wK his opportunity. 

The Portuguese came into 
the TT|Mlf *i mere in the second 
half, but TbHisTs goalkeeper, 


Irakli Zoidze, made several 
crucial saves to delight the 
50,000 crowd. 

■ Neptnn Bajko resigned as 
coach of the Albanian national 
team yesterday in the wake of 
last week’s 3-0 home defeat by 
Portugal in a World Cup qual- 
ifier. Bajko, who had' coached 
the team since August 1994, said 
he quit because his players bad 
refused to follow his tactics in 
the Group Nine match in 
Tirana last Wednesday The 
Albanian FA said irbj pfe htyyt 
appointed a replacem^t but 
denied reports that a foreign 
■coach was being sought ' 


... , . _|\i 


— r 






iwaifctewHl- '-‘KSEKVI: 



. \ ,v \££> m 


— E DEPENDENT ■ wg.mnaa^ ftY 


16 OCTOBER 1996 


$7 



Harford 
pinning 
hopes on 
Le Saux 


Football 

Uv " : — 

in- } Harford, the Blackburn 

/ rr® 5 Manager, looks ready to 

i- j Jr 5 ® a pxnble on Graeme Le 

li- ) jaMTs fitness as he calls aH 

i.j hands to the pump in an at- 

tempt to slave off thp sack. 

■ Harford has arranged apri- 
vate game with Tranmere today 

^ to give the England left-back a 
run-oat in the hope that he wfl] 
% be able to play for the Premier- 

. ship-'s bottom dub at Sheffield 

Wednesday on Saturday. 

, Queen's Park Rangere players 

' ‘ have indicated they win boycott 

■ their Sky TV match againstQys- 
u " tal Palace on 10 November 

should a strike be called this week. 
'. J The Professional Footballers’ 

Association are in dispute with 
the Football League, claiming 
,lv .-4i\ they are entitled to 10 per cent 
V* t ‘&r of TV revenue. Flayers have ud- 
11 Hjr. til today to return their ballot 
forms and an announcement 
wiD be made on Saturday. 
p- The Nottingham Fbrestman- 

ager, Frank Clark, has been as- 
sured his job will be safe if the 
millionaire television and video 
tycoon. Grant Bovey, wins con- 
.ftrol at the City Ground. Bovey 
: has made a near £30m takeover 

• bid with a “substantial amount" 
l . - fwteamstrei^theiiing. , \ 
f Fulham have turned down an 
in- i •; approach from Brighton to 
d : ^groorid share at Craven Cottage 
4S next season. Brighton’s chief tx- 

;r. ecutive, David Bellotti, so und- 
os ' edout Fulham after supporters 

li /mentioned five London dubs as 

>n. ;, an alternative to Portsmouth’s 

neai Ration Park at a meeting in 
■in- July, but Fulham said that an 
Mm. . agreement with the local coun- 

. . cfl prevented ground-sharing. 
c A former referee, John Lloyd, 

a ’claimed Premiership officials 

this season “do as they’re told” 

. _ for fear of losing their positions. 
[et j ’ Lloyd, who refereed in the 
' Premier and football leagues 
was also an international 
*^dmdal before retiring at the end 
of last season, also criticised 
5. , League assessors, saying: “As- 

oc sessore are often 'people with no 
„u s experience of refereeing at the; 

. VK highest level I refgieijd£ 3 |elsea 

|( and Tbttenham in 

season and was assessed 76- 
year-ofalwboiiadbeenalmesirlan 
for two seasons 30 years ago.” 

Paranoid poBcemen, page 26 


Larder has 
Test limits 
underlined 


[ League tend the Kiwi lead after the 

DAVE HADF1ELD break, although Tbny Smith 

reports from Wellington the tourists bade to 

New Zealand Xlll 30 . , 

Great Britain to &Mth, however, conceded a 

TO n 22 penalty ty hiding down Oke- 

sene to give David Murray two 
points and the final stages of the 
Gre at Britain will go into the match belonged to Shane En- 
firstifest against the Kiwis in dacott, the- sou of the Kiwi 
Au ckla nd on Friday without coach, Hank. Endaootfs two late 
the confidence boost of a wfe so tries were separated by one 
far m New Zea land. Defeat by ’ from Hammond, whose perfbr- 
a purposeful side drawn from bhiicb, rft-cpft/* haying to move 
the strata below Tbst level to centre for part of the g»nv» 
makes h orn draw and one loss was one of the British Bright 
since arriving here for the most spots. That gave a brief gfimpse 
important stage of the tour. of a snatched victory, bm that 
Few if any ca the side that lost pro$pectprovedtobeanBluskXL. 
here last night will be involved • Endacntt Snr could have 
in the Test, so the direct rele- picked any one of the local 
yaneeof the result is limited, but : gjffc'V: to rampign * hk 

it is another reminder that the squad ffe Friday's Test. After due 
Great Britain coach, Phil oonsideratk»hetookthekx»e- 
Larder, has little room for ma- forward Logan Swann with him 
noeuvre in his team selection, on the plane back to Auckland 
Lacking in Test potential as to prepare for that encounter, 
they were, the British second For bis opposite number, 
string could still have won this Larder, the cnakes are less al- 
match, if they had taken. their luring. . Joynt came through ' 
chances in the fist half at Eras- safely in his first match after re- 
er Park, to which the match was covraing from a recurrent of- 
switched this week without any- ^fes kaee ipjniy, but could still ' 
body apparently being tohL . be a shade shy of Test match 
Chris Joynt and Steve Prescott condition, while Tenv O’Con- 


Great Britain will go mtp the 
first Tfcst against the Kiwis in 
Auckland on Friday without 
the confidence boost of a win so 
far in New Zealand. Defeat by 
a purposeful side dra w n from 
the strata below Tfcst level 
makes ft one draw and one loss 
since arriving here for the most 
important stage of the tour. 

Few if any of the side that lost 
here iastnjght will be involved 
in the Test, so the direct rele- 
vance of the result is limited, but: 
it is another reminder that the 
Great Britain coach, Phil 
Larder, has little room for ma- 
noeuvre in his team selection. 

Lacking in lest potential as 
they were, the British second 
string could still have won this 
match, if they Had taken their 
chances in the first half at Bas- 
er Park, to which the match was 






(iris Joynt and Steve Prescott 
both put down passes with the 
line open and those omissions 
cost the tourists dear in the fi- 
nal reckoning. 

They had fallen behind ear- 


condition, while Teny O’Con- 
nor and Hammond had games 
that could get them as far as the 
bench in Auckland. 

. “That’s where the Great 
Britain Tfcst team is already al- 


ly in the match when Tbny tin g, ” said En dacott - and he 
ifctupu got his pass away to the will be carrect on that score, 
former Featherstone, Sheffield 

and Oldham winger, IvaKopah, Matam. jaiwun. Okum. Tutupu. 
but took the lead when Barrie- Hware, l swam. : Naomo. ft»- 



Rowtand PhflRps is held by Whetu Taewa yesterday 


Jon Mather's clever inside baD /• MENrnoxMPtt 
released Joey Hayes. o&SS 

Tatiipu figured again in the ■mK'ftoper; 
New Zealanders’ second try dhbib(Ai 

from' Hitro Okesene and ■Central Dis 
Britain had Ruined the first of toa baddayfc 
their inviting opportunities be- sides when t 
fore Whetn Taewa put the Jo- Britain Acad i 
cals frrrther. ahead. - coach, John I 

Mather -scored himself on pJained that the 
the bac k l^ie - 

- The Sw^mxtou^s, Lp^an _ der 19antheiq 
and Anthony, combmedtCLex- tbM’snetoo. r 


Hwwe, L SMsm. SMwtHutM: Nomao. fiau- 
mfana. Sau Seu. Hmy. 
ttSBUBMIMN: Prescott Kmes. KAaBw. So- 
nfcjr, CifecMey; Tolan, Stnilti; reninon. Lows, 
Otamr, Braduy, Jmm, H mu nord. Sbb- 
sdtBtos: Roper, PnUpB, Dwyer, CasskV- 
Ratoaa: 0 Hale (AucManQ. 

■Central Districts Colts added 
to abad day for touring British 
sides when they beat Great 
Britain Academy 36-30. The 
coach; John Kear, later com- 
pJamed that the New Zealanders 
had fielded over-age players. “I 


World Cup switch proposed 


1 date and 


Super League officials are con- 
sidering switching next year's 
World Cop from Britain to Aus- 
tralia, writes Dave Hadfield. 

The New Zealand Rugby 
League president and Wjrid Su- 
per League vice-chairman Gra- 
ham Carden, is giving the 
. proposed change hr$T>acking. 

Carder^ would be. 
great for tile 'whole Super 
Tedgue movement to bring the ; 
event Down Under and show 
everyone what we’ve got 1 ’ 


Carden said the idea would be 
discussed when the Warid Super 
League board meets m Auckland 
later this week. Super League, 
■Much governs the spot in all ma- 
jor rugby league nations except 
Australia smd is backed by me- 
dia tycoon Rupert Murdoch, 
.-WpT launch a breakaway 10- 
,t£^0»npetition in Australasia 
fnesl season in oppoation to 
/ffie AnstraHan Ru^py League. 

St Helens are lavotmtes to agn 
the New Zealand centre Richie 


SPOTTING DIGEST 


AUsport 

mdiag 

:u pan 
wnlchcv- 
e bi'tier 
We hope 
wl rcp«rt 


American Footbafl 

Scottish Claymores, the Wortd Bowl 
champione. win begn the defence of 

thelrtltie away toAmstwdam Admlrate 

In me flfst Wortd League game on Sat- 
urday 12 April next yeac Claymores will 
be In London Ibr the ftstad-Brtdsh match 
un 11 May, with the return at Murray- 
field on 8 June. 

NHL: Green Bay 23 San- Ftanctooo 20 ftf#). 

Basebafl 

NATIONAL iEASUE . CtMMMONSHfft St 

Louts 0 Atlanta 14 ertotifc tawJ best-of-se* 
en series 3-2). 

Crictaat 

Giamorgan are set to announce major 
.new ground developments at the* 
.^tephla Gardens headquarters in CanffTT. 


Fencing 

IHBBUO WORLD CUP SEMES (B«*- 
staMnrt, ? Or W,*T Bark (Oar- . 

mapjftfa-P OGrinwJ 

Footbafl ■ 

Sunderland haves&wi 19-year-old Dar- 
ren Wiliams from >bfk fix an inttlai fee 
of £50,000 plus appearance pay-, 
merits. 

Golf 

WOMEN'S WORLD RANKIN OS PING 
LEADERBQARD laaOog p OtaKi L 


• we county; who recently npied the top. 
Pakistani fast bowler tffeqarKbuiia on. 
a s«-fi0jre oornract, will unveJ the plans 
during an official announcement next 

Mtowictehte’s head goundamBn Steve 
Rouse has been offiarad a three-nwndi 
oppoirement « South Africa's Navtoids 
Test uenue.in CspeTown. Waiwlctehim 
m unJikely to otsect as he would te 
badt in time to prepare Bigbaaotv for 
nest summer's first Th& match between 
England and Australia. ■ 


Onvln lETN) 43827 pW 2AStnnmn <Sm»> 
366.17; IK Webb lAuS) 27862; 4 L Neu- 
mann fSw) 27608; 5 D Pwer WS) 
26030; e M McGann (USi 2UL21: 7 K 
Robins (US) 209.24; 8 M WWon .flJS). 
2C&42; 9 J Geodes (US) 157.26; ID H AJ- 
inadsson (Sw) 14560; ll V »rref (US) 
141.02; 12 A Nicholas (Eng) 13933. 

Ice hockey 

NHU Wncouwr 4 Boston 5 fOflK NT Rsrwn 
5 Calvary-4; Pnoenh 3 Edmonton 6. 

dymplcs 

The Iranian Olympic Committee vire- 
presWent, FaeaettHashenri, urged the 
IrttEmadonal Olympic Committee on 
Tuesday to support Mufi»m warren. y& 
the progfwslw trend of Olympism 


WEEKEND POOLS 1 -UKL l 


1 3B 

gfef hfiftln't 
MB’” 


fA Carting ProBBtanrtUp 

1 Arsenal v OanenW 

2 Asm VBa v Leeds 

9 ChBteea v WnWlcdon — - - 

4 Mfdrtesbrou^i vToOfinncm- 

BNotBna»mTor«AvDertiy 

0 ShenSd Wed v B BcMwn.. — ... 

1 Southampton v sundertano — - 

8W«rtHwnvlei«ser ... ; 

naytrig SonUqc Ln«pool v Evenw r 
casde v MapehestBr Wd- 
rtotkwwkle Fooibaft Loagi 
Hrst Division 

9 Buribid v Barnsley 

ID Cneitmn v Bono n 

UQjcqI peace v SHSnoor— — 

sBa«aa“-= 

Saw* v ^ 

.18 Wrtwrhampion * IW « * ——— — 
'ifaiw rililnr mr**’^ " Wwnrnenam. 
VtaM S undtir Tianrnere v Queen a i 


'Sooond Mvtsfon 

laarentfonl vWsftsai 

»BrtMo!HwBSvWWOOi 

SSL Burnley v Nate County — 

22Bu^vWatlsd..— 

23 Oanulteav Crewe — 
2«G«nBiwnvMiweU- — 
25 Luton » Pe?8itxjn*JKn -~ 
2 eft)moijinvBnswlC«p ... 

27 'PlWttR V Sftnwsbuiy 
28ViiRdiam vBdWTBMivii’ 
29 UfycomM vstoewort ■— 
SOYOrkvRottwnam 


jjfc 


TUrd DMakM 

XL Bamn v Hertlepdrf^rr-* 

32 CanttdflB Uta « RwMs* 

33 Gartstev CawWf ...—■■■■ 


34 Chester v E«iar_....~ J 

■ 35 DartngBw V Lto nttah t •■■■-? 

afl Doncssierv Brttfitti 

37 Hotoftxd v Leyton Odanl i 

38 Hu* v FtTham— * 

39 UncoM v Scartxxnugti * 

Moo Dtm*iC(noton coupons): Nonhamp- 
ban » OSeliesiar; Swansea vStwwxxpa; W(pn 
v Torquay- 

BetraScotficfeLMEM 
Praarior DfvMoo 

40 Durtemiinev Dundee Utd J 

41 KAnamock v fwm .. — -J 

42 Motherwel v mbarnlan 2 

43 Rana^sv Aberdeen — 1 

Seattle Le*g«» Hr** OM**oa 

44 Autme v Stirling x 

45 qsdetenk v Graenock Morton « 

48 Durxfee * f’afttk J 

47 WknH vA Johnwons * 

48 St Mlrrwi v East «e * 

Second DMaloa 

49 BfwvfcfcvOyda - a 

Al«s sMog (not on coopeme): BMWV 
SsenhousemUr; HamBon y^/T Q ueen 
^Stv^ngWW Stravaarw Dui initial. 

TWrd DMakM - - | 

i 

TWate-East Stifttifi v P** 5 FodafV 
Atari; Ro« Coumyv Aibreajn. 

gs®* 

n« SMfr 

pen. Leyton Orient. Htownwn- 

tob HtaiBS: Areensl. ShflflWd ■ 

g^amWdM Utd. DontaWr. Rsn^s, 


flies on, 500 mffion MuAn women are 
(Snared because they maintain the 
morafittes as stated tn their twty re(L 
0 cnlslafTYU'Hashernl,dBU^TtB-of On 
Iranian president, Hasheml Rafeanjani. 
told the World Conference an Women 
encISport.. 

' — *- -'■> — 

nWWf ioCBV 

Derek Warwick, the former Rmtiute 
One driver, has formed a new super 
team toccntest nwt year's Auto Trad- 
er RAC Tooling CarOhamptonshipL ^Wter- 
wick has Joined forces with Ian 
Hanteon, in a three-year deaL For the 
last two years Hantoon has been In 
chargs OTthefront-ninnlngWfiMiBms- 
Renautt towing car ream. The new »en- 
ture, ceded Triple Eight Race 
Engineering, i# be responsUe for nm- 
nfogWutfiaB’stw) foctny^ecksd Vfee- 
tras, "Vauxtrati has offered a unique 
opportunity to enable me to formulate 
a team by bringing together the best 
people in the business, ' Warwick 
said. “1 befieve this is the right phi- 
losophy for success, and something 
I have been desperately keen to do. 
Vauxhairs commnment to me doesn't 
mean that fveDnished drMng,' thou^L 
I am Quick endu^i to win races, and 
would stiD tave to. drive touring cars. 

Raflylntf- 

SAN REMO RAUyt— lint pf>Hton» 
tasaoooddnclCMcRBe(OB)SUbHUlBt- 
preza 2ftr 2tah 32*ac: 2 C Saht tsp) ftrt 
EsconCnMXd>-r^l»c;3PLIaot(DSut>- 
aru Impcaza 30; * K EtAuon (Swq) Siiwu 
ImowBB +-41; SBThby (Btfl Fort EscalCov 
worrh +44: 8 D Aula (R) MBSubWiI Lancer 
+ln*i nsec; 7 G Panaaatf* 00 TbynW 0e»- 
ica GT4 f l-ll; 8 F Clinics (fo Ford E»ccw 
Coeworth +1^3;0F Lotc(BeO TdyoUCaB- 
CO GT4 +2tt0: ID A Medegjwn (S) Sitau 
knpnaa 42:49: 

Rn^by Loa^fw 

HuddeisSeU, iheFtet DMston side; have 
appointed tne farmer Sheffield Ea^es 


and Hunsietmanagst; Steve Ferres, as 
their new coach. -The 42-year-old Fer- 
res, who won two champtonsWp wfo- 
neis' medals with Bradford Northern, 
succeeds Australian Darryl Van de 
Velde, who left Huddersfield two months 
agp after just 12 months in charge. 
TOO* MATCHES: Mw2HW XBI 0.4) 30, 
Qwl BrtWhiC10)22.l*—»Zil rti d:TrttoBv 
daoott 2. OWwars. Rapss. Swn. Tmw; 
there IAnre2,WMataretaBiMB , Mw; ■ 
Hammond. Hama, Mather, Smth; Qoate 

nascooa (2.00a anmren) 

Central DhUct Colts 38 Qt Britain Acade- 
my 30 0t Brittfo Ac a demy acorans Tries: 
Munao, Rvm. Bmdberx. Watson, Nowon, An- 
demon; «MlsWMren (3). 

Rregby Unton 

Centna Martin RWge, who is in the Le- 
instertEamforwnonm'sHaineJwiEii- 
ropean Cup match ajpfns Ldcester at 
Lansdowne Road, has joined the exo- 
tlus of Irish talent Ridels to leave the 
Old BeMxtere club in Dufafin to Join 
Mosdr^ who already have Ws lektster 
coSeagoe, the forma* Old Wesley loose 
head prop Henry Hurley in their squad. 


ana was on Ireland's tours to New 
Zealand in - 1992 and Australia In 
1994, has sftwd a threa-yBar contract 

erabte at tiS end o^ch season. ° P " 

Saooker 

BENSON A HEDBEB CHAMPtONSHIP (Ed- 
Hnat B Mogul (Eng bt 0 Heny 


Engand and Ausnafa continued to com- 
mand attantiqo in tiie qualifying rounds 
of the ffenter ubmen's Worid team 
squash dhempionshlp in PaiaSrigJaya, 
Malaysia yesterday, but did not haw 
eioythfog thdr own way In Ftod 8 'Eng- 
land defeated the Netherlands, irore- 
caUy coached by Jonah Benfineon, the 
ptBsidant of the Ehgfah Squash Rack- 
ets Association, but not before Narfok's 


TODAY’S FIXTURES 


ftfrft natii'jflrt 


&ss6 


jBhe most of 

t and invef 


Footbafl 

rjOinfeHintad - 
-BIROf’EAN CMAIWWNS' LEASUE 
flROUPA 

AtaKvRH0W4-~— ^ - 

A— V OnmAiofri * Tmlrh 

0ROUPB 

jHIMInn rtmlitii - f f 1 

ir i«m> 'ft ulm nwr : r M,, - , rT-* , - JI - 

OROUPC 

ftm a rt ate w v Mmskmtm 1M ; 

Rapid VMtwvJwi M l i- — 

BBOUPD 

S=H Q o Mi a n hord v WWH — —■ 

BMea lwit hu ii JI iiifeivPnrtB.i - . ■ - — 
HEM CUP dacood rotred flnt Hnnliunf 

^^Me^^^S & jac ^ (7.4SI 




OR MARfBtS LEAGUE P raaaa r DM#*o« 
. Stai«Vaiallwdiamt7r<a smingmurnew 


BadanS » MwaorsJteU; BMpnt vOdd Dom« 
EUafaigaai y Cata 

JEWSON EASTBtN IZAOUE Piaatar DMrioR 
Suflxiy Tow * Wstton (T.45): SuSuy Hbn- 
dams v enriaamn 17.45). umcm cup fine 

round: Daiwnwn v Gioot YWiOiah (7^5); Ip- 

amti Wtandem v Nredham Market (745). 
PRESS A JOURNAL LEASUE KMMAMD 
LEASU& Efon Cre vDaeramala: Rums Ma- , 
rtrew * Bwa RonffMn: FrasotMtfi v Cow 
to^^NNmCBuayvRreMfcirtftnerhaad 



Cassie Jackman, last weekend's wortd 
open finalise, found herself si trouble 
against VferreasaAtWnson, the wortd No 
39. Jackman led 1-0 and 6-0 In the 
second pme but then seemed tP tose 
her concentration, stnig^ipg home in 
that game but losing the next om on 
tie-breaks. But she gathered her com- 
posure in time to take the fifth game 
and wfn 9-4. 9-6, 8- 113, 9-2 In 59 min- 
utes- the longest rubber of the day. 
PERHERWOMBTS WORLD TEAM CHAM 
PUNS' > (M4U Java, Maiaysfa) Second 
(pmIMK rouud: Pool A: Autnsda 3 South 
AMcaft Qwmany 3 USA a Pool Be Engtaad 
3 nw Nafhaiaiiila 0 (C Jackman MV Attorv 
•on) 9-4 0-6 8-30 8-10 9-2; 3 Homer M D 
Somnwis 9-2 9-1 9-4; F Games bDJOgns- 
ma 9-1 9-0 S-i). New ZaataoO 3 Emm 0. 
Wed Cr betad 3 Mahyila 0 (A IfcSire M 
LBongSki L»nn 94 9-2 Ml L Rnremn tt Njan 
Chw Ln 9-3 9-7 108. 0 RandiMi C Yeo 5- 
9 109 9-3 9-3), Ffatand 2 Canada 1. Pool 
tfc Sootiand 3 Japan 0 (S Macfie MY Klmu- 
IB 9-0 9-1 9- J, C Waddfifl bt M Adocfn 9-3 9- 
1 9-1 W MaMand M M Sufl> 90 9-3 9«). 
ftrewa 2 HOR0Kan| 1 Pool B Dmunarti 2 
Bred 1 Spain 3, Italy 0. 

Swimming 

The sporfS Memetional gMmingbodK 
Rna have gven a Hwi^rian association 
offlcM a nvo-jeer ban m a scandal aer 
a "phantom' meeting. Afina statement ! 
saW the association's secretary-gjnefal, 
JcsrefFbaa, Ties been suspended fertwo 
yeas from ary IntBmattanal actWy’. The 
more foOows aDegstkms last month that 
half the team from Hunger went to the 
Attan® Olympics based on a qualityne 
competiti on that newer took place. lamas 

Gysrfas, president, of tha Huiganan as- 
sodation who resigiedoverthe affair but 
was later re-elected, has denounced tire 
fraud as sn Inaclrntefote, gae mfetate”. 
Rues last month took ful rasponsioflfty 
for the afisfe; in which Tesuits" item a 
ficrnttouscorttEStfrcrri 6©8June were 
forwarded to Rna But he insisted that 
the fraud was international practice aid 
that Rna was aware of what had hap- 
pened before the Otympics. Rna denied 
this. 

tennis 

BnWn's new women 's No l. Sam Smuh, 
heads the British entry for the Texaco 
Ladies Chaflangsr which starts in Canfiff 
today The eighth seed from Essex, who 
foces Sofia Prazeres from Portugal in 
the first round, will be looking to use 
tfie Cardiff event to further her bid to 
climb inlb the world top 100. Oxford- 
shire's Claire Taytor was one of three 
EMbhwomenfoque^yeMsdsKbring- 
ingthe home representteion in the rr«n 
draw to eight payers. 

CZECH OPEN INDOOR TOURNAMENT (pm- 









~^!rDEPENDERT TABLOIDPAC ETj 


HntpMatomOxBaavSoufi ShWdB Dunrton 
Mum * Ow* S«a»wn M Sw v Eret^aK 

DNWok DwBtirvHariW* H»»vAM«W 


: 

Mb; wortwmfMn sppncw v Nomn feguft 
^M«vranestww. • 


inn MAIttfc UmkkMv v AustraAsn Atx> 
ngnMs(7J0)tet£(gW. 

Rd^by Union 

(TJO unton start 

HmBKEM EUROPEAN CUP Pool A: Benei- 
on Timao 1 0re (7 Jfl. EOMutfi vAonopitld 
(B Nb»lds. 7-«- Pool b teStter v t«cn- 
Mr £Kl4r*tor« Road, MB Scotihft Bof- 
omvUaneR fetHSMCk, 7JJ). PvoiCiNHtti 

vCafedooa(7J5),Ulci»rvH«rtW*nteirertn- 
M, 7XQ. MM DcCreWvMwww (74B), M|- 
ta nvToMoiJW. 

erlaa 130) N re^ rt vNaM»dyPJ?). Pool I 
- re Sritigend vBtinoi (719. Ca^»varamo 
Buctmt (&£». beoBfty v Nsbonns (7 J5). 
Pool foOuwwtv Connacht (7JSL Nontwnp- 

sanvOoafKnaonvPwtop (Bum. Artft at» 

• VMa r ft pwt (7.0). Stauanar v Begtewn, 
tendon kkh vStnnan. 


tfflara (Ct Repl 6-4 4-8 ?-5:T Usrtm (US) M 
J KnaiBk (Stank) 8-3 6-4; D Pirass IGsri N 
RKa9coJitNMh)6-4fr3 
WOHEMTS EUROPEAN MDOOR CHAMPt- 
ONSW(ZMd«FtaramtKrwaukM(Sb- 
wW ttM KocMB (Bed 6-3 6-4: BSdwu LAuO 
bt H Siima (Cr Rop) 64 2-6 fl-2; L Raymond 
pJEBKNZwwwpeta) M7-S JWosreCtad 
MNTauiKtFi) 0994 6-3. 


TODAVS 

NUMBER 


MSIKnMiSs EUCprenCup: Uddbn Twon * 1 
Mwc-Xoimand9taJS). 

- SNOORR: tend Pm (Bcunonouin). 
SPEEDMHte WirpftM Rasas CSsrenflt Hus v 
MeVut. . 

IWWS. Tohm noraen’s anaKnefr (CnnSfl). ' 


The number of kisses gNen to 
a female referee by Atessatv 
riro Veronese of teiBan rwfr 
League ' side Battagfia , after 
She had sent fim off fora seo- 
ond- bookabte offence.- The 
sofier ftet shook ArraDffoni 
by the hand, then kissed her. 
twice before leering the field. 


Stephen Hendry begins the de- 
fence of his Grand Prix title in 
Bournemouth today with his 
nnmager Ian Doyle, continuing 
his war of words against the 
{port’s governing body. 

Doyle has become increas- 
ingly agitated by the way the cir- 
cuit is being run by the World 
Professional Billiards and 
Snooker Association. He claims 
that the way forward is to dDute 
the power of WPBSA directors 
and put a “proper manages 
ment structure in place". 

“I have said it until I am blue 
in the face. A management set- 
up such as that of the Profes- 
sional Golfers' Association is ; 
absolutely essential,” said 
Doyle, who is in charge of the 
Team GDZ Capital stable 
which includes Ken Doherty, 
Nigel Bond and Dennis Ifcylor. 

“Snooker players sitting on 
the board do not have the ex- 
perience of running an indus- 
try in the main. They must 
accept the game is now an in- 
dustry and, accordingly, re- 
quires professional people to 
oversee its development and 
day -To-day organisation." 

The Grand Prix will be the 
first event covered by the BBC 
under a new £40m, five-year 
contract signed earlier this year. 
But, Hke the UK championship, 
it has failed to attract a spon- 
sor. The £330,000 prize fund wiD 
be paid by the WPBSA. 

One particular target for 
Doyle is the WPBSA chair- 
man and three-times world 
champion John Spencer, who is 
up for re-election as a director 
in December. Doyle said: “I’m 
afraid that the chairman has got 
to move over. He has lost his 
grip, but, more importantly, he 
fails to recognise ihat changes 
have to be made." 

A number of administrative 
blunders, what Doyle considers 
to be a lack of forward planning, 
and a heavily criticised world 
ranking system are other areas 
of contention as the Grand 
Prix gets underway. 

While the arguments con- 
tinue, Hendry will be concen- 
trating on capturing a title he 
won for the first time as an IS- 
year-old in 1987. His recent 
form has been indifferent, and 
he faces a dangerous first-round 
opponent in the highly rain! 
teenager Matthew Stevens. 


sport 

Ulster are in a 
shocking mood 


Rngfry Union 

CHRIS HEWETT 

Dick Best, the Harlequins 
coach, expects his side to ex- 
perience a culture shock of sc- 
verc proportions when they dip 
their finely chiselled toes in the 
icy waters of European rugby in 
Belfast tonight Not that much 
of a shock, surely; every side in 
Britain nfifebes ashoi at the city 
stickers from Twickenham and 
Ulster are no different. 


Victory 

Rawe nhm would gp a long way 
towards securing a coveted 
ptarw m the last eight of the 
Heineken Ora- They outlasted 
the Scottish North and Mid- 
lands, otherwise known as Cale- 
donia. last weekend and in a 
pool phase of four games, an- 
other win would leave them 
handily placed to progress. 

But for aS the hard edges that 
Ulster traditionally bring to 
their game -'qualities that Tony 
Russ, the former Leicester 
coach. wQl only seek to enhance 
- Harlequins go in as dear 
favourites after a thoroughly 
persuasive start to the season. 
Six Courage league victories off 
the reel have left them perched 
on top of tie domestic heap and 
with their league recruits, Gaiy 
Connolly and Robbie Paul, hc- 
| ginnin g to find their feet, the 
Londoners are the form con- 
tenders for Continental glory’, 

Connolly and Paul team up 
in m<dfield once again tonight, 
their partnership allowing Will 
Carling another flirtation with 
the stand-off duties he so dear- 


ly coveK The former England 
captain may look like a centre 
with ideas above his station, but 
lllster are likely to find the com- 
bination of an three playmuk- 
ers too hot to handle. 

Leicester are the other Eng- 
lish big guns who begin their 
campaign tonight and by coin- 
cidence, they must also cross the 
Irish Sea. The Tigers face Le- 
inster in Dublin and even 
though their most experienced 
international players. Dean 
Richards and Rory UnderarroJ. 
are injured, they will expect to 
lake the points from a side beat- 
en by Llanelli in the opening 
round of mutches. 

Their confidence is such that 
they fee! able to rest John Liley. 
their goal kicking full-back, and 
replace him with the funner 
Huddersfield League profes- 
sional, Greg Austin. There is a 
change at scram- half. too. where 
Aadci Kurdooui comes in for 
Austin Healey. The teenager 
Leon Lloyd gets a run on the left 
wing in place of L'nderwiHxJ. 

Elsewhere, the Pool D 
“Group of Death" sees 
Toulouse, the reigning champi- 
ons. making then first appear- 
ance in Milan and Cardiff, last 
season’s runners-up. squaring 
up to Munster at the .Arms Park. 
The Welshmen remain cau- 
tious about their quarter-final 
chances despite their unex- 
pected victory over Wasps on 
Sunday. Munster, who also won 
at the weekend, wifi ask some 
serious questions and Hcmi 
Taylors side face an even suffer 
examination in Toulouse at the 
weekend. 


Wales to stay home 


Photograph: Victoria Matthers 


Bladcmore, whowiD face Great 
Brirain in the first Test era Friday. 
Blackmone is keen to return to 
Britam, where be was a great suc- 
cess with Castleford, and Saints’ 
coach, Shaun McRae, has spo- 
ken to him about joining the Eu- 
ropean Soper League champions 
for nest season. “1 haven't signed 
anything yet. but I enjoyed play- 
ing for Shaun when he was New 
Zealand’s assistant coach during 
the Wbdd Cup last year,” Blade- 
more said. 


Doyle steps 
up attack on 
ruling body 

Snooker 


Welsh rugby supporters will 
not have to commit the gross 
heresy of singing Land Of My 
Fathers at Wembkry Stadium this 
season after all, writes Chris 
HewetL The Five Nations 
match between Wales and Eng- 
land t» 15 March will go ahead 
at the National Stadium in 
Cardiff, albeit with a reduced 
rapacity of 44,000 due to exten- 
sive rebuilding work. 

Welsh Rugby Union officials 
had resigned themselves to 
holding their most prized home 
fixture at an English venue, 
because the National Stadi- 
um's west stand is scheduled to 
be demolished in February as 
part of the Arms Park MDIen- 
n mm Stadium project for the 
1999 World Cup. No other 


Welsh venue was considered big 
enough to host the match. 

Yesterday, however, the 
ground steering committee an- 
nounced that sufficient scaling 
would be retained to allow the 
game to go ahead as planned. 
Not surprisingly, the news was 
well received by Teny Cobner. 
the Welsh coaching director, 
who said:^ “This is something that 
the national squad fervently 
hoped for. There is nothing 
quite like the atmosphere of a 
Wales-England game m Cardiff. " 

Sadly for Cobner, it is likely 
that Wiles will have to mow 
lock, stock and barrel to an 
English ground for the 1998 Five 
Nations. The National Stadium 
will dose completely from May 
until building work ts complete. 


Allenby has to tee off 


Robert Allenby, injured in a re- 
cent car crash, is prepared to 
play just one shot in a tourna- 
ment next week before with- 
drawing lo protea his ranking 
on the European Tour money 
list, his BWK*-h has confirmed. 

The Australian golfer, who 
lies third on the list, is recover- 
ing from a fractured sternum 
and cannot swing a dub prop- 
erly. He must, however, com- 
pete in the \folvo Masters in 
valderrama. Spain, starting on 
24 October, to retain his current 

place- on the money hst and earn 


a possible invitation to next 
year's US Masters. 

“The difficult thing for him 
is to do it with some sort of 
dignity," said his coach, Steve 
Bann. “He feels awkward and 
embarrassed about iL Wc don't 
want to make it a circus act." 

Allenby will earn a £73,000 
bonus if he finishes third on the 
money list but the cash will only 
be added to his aggregate earn- 
ings for the season if he tees off 
in Valderrama. 

If the bonus is not included. 
Allenby would almost certain- 
ly drop a place on the money list 
as a result. 


Sainz’s gamble closes gap 


RaBytng 

COlin McRae, in a Subaru, re- 
tained his lead in the San Remo 
rally, despite Carlos Sainz’s 
gamble on the weather cutting 
bis advantage to 21 seconds. 

Sainz dropped to eighth 
place on Monday night after de- 
liberately checking m a minute 
late at the final control to incur 
a 10-second penalty. The Ford 
driver gambled that he would 
have better road conditions by 
starting later yesterday, and al- 
though there was some rain his 
decision paid off and he 
climbed to second place. 


Piero Liani. in another Sub- 
aru, dropped to third, unable to 
match the pace of the leaders, 
and Didier Auriul lust fourth 
place when his Mitsubishi suf- 
fered a transmission problem. 

Andrea Dafiavilla dropped 
out of contention when he over- 
turned his Toyota twice and lost 
four minutes. Kenneth Eriks- 
son's Subaru overtook Bruno 
Thiiy and moved into fourth 
when Tbiiy’s Ford suffered 
electrical problems. 

The rally will probably be 
decided on the mountain roads 
dose to San Remo today, espe- 
cially if the weather gels w urse. 


Take one phone 
number wherever 
you go. 

Imagine a FNssonal Number that's yours for life. Wherever 
you go, your customers, colleagues and friends get you the 
first time on one number. Call interconnect for details. 


ii- 










me iwotmbh' . waowaviY w 

But are the measures too Draconian? I think ^ 

fervour to clean things up, almost to sanitise the game. Are th ngs ny ... 

Howard Wilkinson on the refereeing revolution 


Sport is Murdoch’s ‘battering ram’ for pay TV 


Sports politics 

ROBERT MILUKEN 
reports from Sydney 

Rupert Murdoch yesterday sig- 
nalled his plan to take an even 
more aggressive approach to- 
wards buying television rights 
for leading sports when he an- 
nounced that he intended to use 
sport as a “battering ram’’ for 
the expansion of his global pay 
television network. 

He told the annual meeting 
in Adelaide of News Corpora- 
tion, of which he is chair man 
and chief executive: “Sport ab- 
solutely overpowers film and 
everything else in the enter- 
tainment genre... 


“Football, of all sports, is 
number one. Look at what we 
have done in Britain with our 
Premier League soccer, and 
now with the rugby union and 
n*gby league in the United 
Kingdom as welL We expect the 
next three World Cups will 
have a significant place on our 
platforms. Sport will remain 
very important and we will be 
investing in and acquiring long- 
term rights.” 

Murdoch was speaking with 
the assurance of someone 
whose risk-taking has proved 
that sports, along with big Hol- 
lywood movies, are the two 
biggest money spinners under- 
writing his pay television ven- 
tures. In Britain, his acquisition 


of Premier League has been 
crucial in turning BSkyB into 
one of News Corporation’s 
most booming businesses (a 
fact underlined when BSkyB 
shares rose 18p to 676_5p yes- 
terday, increasing its stock mar- 
ket value £309m to £1 1.64bo). 

In the United States, he has 
a lucrative contract with the Na- 
tional Football League, show- 
ing many of the best American 
football games on Fox Televi- 
sion. his free-to-air network. 
“Fox has been very much in- 
volved, or will be involved in the 
next week, in the finals of the 
World Baseball Series, for 
which we expect great ratings,” 
he said yesterday. 

Murdoch also made it dear 


that he would be using sport as 
a bridgehead to launch Ameri- 
can Sky Broadcasting, his new 
pay television venture in the 
United Slates in parmership 
with MCI Communications, the 
giant telecommunications com- 
pany. American Sky will have 
more than 200 channels and wfll 
be launched late next year. 

The Murdoch obsession with 
sport extends to Asia as well, 
where his Star satellite network 
stretches from China to India. 
“[There is] one development 
which is very pleasing is our 
sports prog ramming in India, 
which was beginning to get very 
expensive,” Murdoch said. “Ws 
have now formed a partnership 
with our former sports pro- 


gramming competitor, ESPN of 
the United States. 

“We hare the long-term rights 
inmoa co u n t ri e s to major sport- 
ing events and we wffl be doing 
in Asia what we intend to do 
elsewhere m the world, that is, 
use sports as a 'battering ram* 
and a lead offering in ail oar pay 
television operations." 

It was in Australia where 
Murdoch's banering ram al- 
most ended as a pile of spfimexs 
in his taupch of Foxtei, Ms pay 
television venture there which 
News Corporation nms in part- 
nership with Telstra, the state- 
owned telecommunications 
company. Absolutely cradaJ to 
Faxters success was Murdoch’s 
attempt to wrench control of rug- 


games established auuronuw. 

and form his awn Super League 

of international competition 
with and New Zealand. 

Spearheaded by Lachlan Mur- 
doch, Ms son and apparent heir. 

and Ken Covdey, his most trust- 
ed Australian lieutenant, Mur- 
doch's organisation poured more 
than AS300m (£150m) into 


seertcrushedfcya Federal Court 
rating last year that banned So- 
per League from starting before 

the end of the decade. 

The legal challenge came 
from the Australian Rugby 
League, die official body, sup- 
ported by Optus Vision. RttteTs 


rival cable TV company tiiai had 
exclusive pay TV rights tongr 
bv league. Kerry Packer. Mur* 
dbch’sriwtf. fcapartnerm Opto* 
Vision. The mlingwould have ot 
Foxtel with no lending wafer 
snort and its future in douN- 

Ten days ago. an appeal court 
delivered a stunning victory w 
Mr Murdoch when h over- 
turned the earlier decision, 
ruled that “loyalty agreements 
between player* and the Aus- 
tralian Rugby League were nuu 
and void and allowed Super 
League to start from next year. 

Although the official game 
plans a further appeal to the 
High Court, Murdoch is now in 
a perfect position to call the 
shots over foe future of rugby 




league No- one seriously be- 
lieve* that Australia can sustain 
two rival competition* and a 
merger, on Murdoch’s terms, 
seems on the cards- - ■ 


United face 
anxious wait 
for Pallister 


Football 

GLENN MOORE 
reports from Istanbul 

Manchester United tonight ex- 
tend their European odyssey 
into Asia as they embark upon 
the crucial stage of their Cham- 
pions’ League campaign. 

They play the Turkish cham- 
pions, Fenerbahce, who are 
based across the Bosphorus, the 
strait which divides European 
Turkey from its much larger 
Asian part It is United’s first vis- 
it in 40 years in Europe. 

Alex Ferguson, the United 
manager, believes the two 
matches with Fenerbahce will 
decide who qualifies from 
Group C behind the favourites. 
Juventus. The return s in a fort- 
night in Manchester. 

“TD be satisfied with a point,” 
ferguson said yesterday, “some- 
thing to take back to Old Izaf- 
ford where our European 
record is fantastic." 

The Turkish champions are 
aware of that. Having narrow- 
ly lost at home to Juventus. and 


weakest team. Rapid Vienna, 
they have two points less than 
United. Vefa Kuguk, their vice- 
president, admitted: “If we 
don’t win we are finished.” 

Ferguson will not know his 
team until this morning when he 
discovers how a quintet of play- 
ers have reacted to last night’s 
training session. Gary Pallister, 
Ryan Giggs, Paul Scholes, Jor- 
di Cruyff and David May are all 


doubts, with Pallister the main 
concern. 

If he is not fit May and Ron- 
nie Johnsen will continue the 
partnership which denied Liv- 
erpool If he is. May may be un- 
lucky although Johnsen could 
play in midfield. 

Though fit. Eric Cantona is 
another concern. The French- 
man confessed that he bad 
“forgotten he could play as 
badly” as he did against Liver- 
pool. “It has been a difficult 
week for him," Ferguson said. 
“He’s been training on his own 
while the others [10 players] 
have been on international 
duty or injured. It cannot have 
been easy for him, he is a play- 
er who needs to train.” Fergu- 
son added: “It doesn't worry 
me.” 

Nevertheless, it seems every 
time United play in Europe one 
writes “Cantona is yet to prove 
himself in Europe”. Apart from 
one performance for Leeds 
against Stuttgart it remains 
true. 

Of his younger players Fer- 
guson said: “They were over- 

. 1 T I 4 iL 


started to express themselves in 
the second half. I expect them 
to do that tomorrow. It was not 
a crime but they won’t let me 
down again.” 

Fenerbahce, coached by Se- 
bastian Lazaronl once manag- 
er of Brazil, have their own 
mercurial talents, notably Emil 
Kostadinov. His last-minute 
goal denied France, and Can- 
tona, a place in the 1994 World 
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ACROSS 

I Admirable type Harrow is 
turning out (12) 

S School dictionary in near- 
ruin (7) 

9 Love-plot thickening in the 
kitchen (7) 

II Northern climbing starting 
to develop (7) 

12 Standing in Piccadilly, for 
example (7) 

13 Lines often heard in Scot- 
land? (5) 

14 Show allergy to insects, us- 
ing substances in chemical 
tests (9) 

16 Hard astern - iL’s a new 
way! (9) 

19 Excite d male sheep7 (3,2) 

21 Non-belligerent, with stick 
not in use? (7) 

23 Formula One heartless in 
Turin, possibly (7) 

24 Orkneys-designed town on 
the Hudson River (7) 


25 As a poet, 1 am changing a 
point in spcech (7) 

26 Direct, intense sort of cre- 
ator (12) 

DOWN 

1 Papers higher in price? It’s 
simply an exercise! (5-2) 

2 Never get ting on, see mine - 
ty?(7) 

3 Sonata air broadcast in hos- 
pitals (9) 

4 County nags (5) 

5 Study a small part and apply 
again (7) 

6 Sacking an old soldier (7) 

7 Photograph of Sheerness? 

10 LSacn Pride is uniquely 
charming! (4-2-6) 



18 Edcty joins cricket-side as a 
medic (7) 

19 Labour of carrying in har- 
vest time? (7) 


15 KftSSr 1 f ° rSpa “- 20 +**•'*** * unusually 
17 He turns his nose up at ^ } ' .... short „ rvarT1 


stewed prunes, right? (7) 


22 Long Island’s shorter yam 

(S) 
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Cup finals. He has been less ef- 
fective since, flitting from dob 
to dub and, though he scored 
against Maccabi lei Aviv in the 
preliminary round, he was then 
sent off. He returns from sus- 
pension tonight to partner the 
prolific Bosnian, Etvir Bo lie. 

In midfield is Jay-Jay 
Okocha, the gifted young Niger- 
ian, while his Olympic gold- 
medal winning team-mate. 
Uche Okechukwu, partners 
Denmark’s Jes Hogh at the 
back. A dutch of Turkish in- 
ternationals, including the 
promising goalkeeper Recber 
Rustu, make up the side. 

An angry Hogh yesterday 
denied comments attributed to 
him in an English Sunday 
tabloid suggesting United, es- 
pecially his international team- 
mat e Peter SchmeicheL had 
reason to fear Istanbul- ‘'Ihe re- 
porter made it all up,” Hogh 
said. 

Indeed, contrary to reports 
elsewhere yesterday. United’s 
reception in thsdty of minarets 
and mosques has been warm in 

the nicest sense. “There have 
— .11 


guson said. 

The match is a 2&000 sell-out 
with less than 300 of those be- 
ing from Manchester. One un- 
official group of 55 was 
expected in last night contain- 
ing five known hooligans. With 
the help of English police 
“spotters” Turkish officials 
were hoping to deport them im- 
mediately they arrived at the 
airport. 
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Alex Ferguson fields questions yesterday as his team prepaies for tor^Iits Champions? League game in Istanbul 


The referee, Manuel Diez 
Vega, controlled England’s 
opening Euro 96 game with 
Switzerland. He also sent off 
Paul Gascoigne, deservedly, in 


Dortmund in last year's Cham- 
pions’ League- "Though re- 
garded as a showman in his 
□alive Spain he is not easily in- 
timidated in Europe. 


While United have never 
pktyed Fenerbahce before, their 
neighbours, City, have. Man- 
chester City's only European 
Cup entry, 28 years ago, ended 



at Fenerbahce’s hands. Aston 
Villa and Arsenal have since 
knocked Fenerbahce but in Eu- 
rope without conceding a goal. 
Ibnght, on. the pitch where 


Graeme Souness, infamously 
and provocatively, planted a 
Gakuasaray flag last season. 
United will be aiming to make 
their own mark. 


Sunderland will carry 
on battling for success 


ALFRED DUNHILL 


Kevin Ball insists Sunderland are 
not worried about their disci- 
plinary difficulties with Premier- 
ship referees despite an 
eariy-season rash of red cards. 

Richard Ord became Sun- 
derland's fourth sending-off of 
the season when he stamped on 
the England striker Nick 
Barrnby during last night’s 2-2 
draw against Middlesbrough at 
Roker Park. 

Ord. who was also dismissed 
at Derby last month, is in trou- 
ble with the Football Associa- 
tion and his manager, Peter 
Reid, with a three-match ban for 
violent conduct and a hefty 
club fine the likely outcome. 

Two other Sunderland play- 
ers have also been sent off so 
far this season, but Ball makes 
no apology for the fierce com- 
mitment which he believes is 
Sunderland’s greatest strength. 

•This side’s got a tremendous 
will to win and we’re going to 


go out and battle away in every 
game,” Ball said. “And if that 
means you’re walking a bit of a 
tightrope with certain refer- 
ees, so be iL - 
“Last year we were a com- 
mitted side. Thai’s what won us 
the championship. We went 
out in every game and we went 
out with the will to win. In this 
league you've got to combine 
that commitment with ability 
and I think we do that” 

Ord’s rfigmissal was Sunder- 
land’s third in two games with 
Marlin Scott and Paul Stewart 
shown the red card during the 
2-0 defeat at Arsenal, although 
Stewart’s dismissal for hanc&all 
hassnee been overturned, with 
the referee Paul Danson ad- 
mitting he was mistaken. 

Reid has hinted that he will 
oomc down heavOy on Ord, who 
had to sit out the match at High- 
bury because he was serving a 
suspension from his sending-off 


at Derby, and now has another 
ban looming. 

The final Wear-Tees derby at 
Roker Park ahead of Sunder- 
land's move to a new stadium 
at Wearmouth provided an en- 
tertaining match for the Sky TV 
cameras and an answer to the 
critics who had accused Reid’s 
goaTshy team of being negative. 
. But a defiant Ball insists that 
the “spoilers” tag has not both- 
ered the players, who are fully 
focused on Preu^ershipsarvivaL 

“We’re not too fussed about 
whether people think we’re 
entertaining or not," he said. 
“Our aim is to go out and win 
games and get points, and if 
people don't think we're enter- 
taining that’s up to them. 

“We're not realty bothered 
about the doubters. We’re con- 
fident in our ability and we just 
go about doing our job. People 
can say and do what they 
want." 



Tomba will miss the opening 
event of World Cup season 


Skiing 

Alberto Tomba, returning to a 
favourite theme, was quoted 
yesterday as saying that the 
Alpine World Cup circuit 
should be scrapped. 

Italian newspapers also quot- 
ed the world and Olympic 
champion as saying that he 
would skip the season's open- 
ing race in Austria and might 
also decide against travelling to 
the United Stales but would de- 
cide nearer the date. 

“1 have always said that the 

classics, the World Champi- 


onships and the Olympics were 
enough,” the daily Gaszetta del- 
la Sport quoted Tbmba as t elling 
reporters at an awards cere- 
mony in the northern town of 
Biella on Monday. 

Tomba, who said earlier this 
year that he had considered re- 
tiring after winning two gold 
medals at the Siena Nevada 
World Championships in Feb- 
ruary, has changed his training 
schedule and reduced his work- 
load. “I wfll decide later 
whether to start the season in 
the United States or at Madon- 
na di Campiglio," safd Tomba, 
who has already committed 


himself to competing in the 1997 
World Championships in the 
Italian resort of Scstriere. 

“I have done half as much 
training on snow as last year so 

T may delay my start as a result. 
I will do some trials at the end 
of the month to see how the mo- 
tor is working,” he said. “At the 
moment 1 should be about 
ready, I am probably foster but 
a bit less powerful." 

The season starts in Sol den, 
Austria on 26-27 October and 
then moves to jfcrk City, Utah 
on 21 November. Madonna di 
Campiglio hosts a race on 17 
December. 
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ALTRINCHAM: Walker & HxU, 

FARNHAM: Biggs, LEICESTER: Goldsmith*. 
LONDON: Geo. Attenboroughs iFleet St), Goldsmiths 
(Bishops gate). METRO CENTRE: Northern Gotd*mith<, 
NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE: Reid Cc Semi. 
NOTTINGHAM: Goldsmiths. READING: Bracket & Sydenham. 
SHEFFIELD: Walker & Hall, THURROCK: Walker fc Hall. 
TUNBRIDGE WELLS: Geo. Ferrer. 

For a brochure call FREE on 0800 22073.1. 
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